
EnviroAtlas: Connecting People, 
Ecosystems, Health & the Economy

These materials are all part of the re-format for  EPA Report # EPA/600/R-16/006.



Ecosystem Services: 
the benefits we receive 
from nature.

They are intertwined with 
our everyday lives and are 
critical to our health and 
well-being. 
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Our data are organized into 7 ecosystem service benefit categories. 



Source: http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/david-suzuki/nature-human-health_b_8040226.html



Access to Parks



Access to Parks



Access to Parks



Free

Easy to use 

Web-based

No GIS skills 
required

www.epa.gov/enviroatlas



Maps and Geospatial Analysis

Google Maps
Basemap

Source: http://learn.arcgis.com/en/arcgis-book/images/ch5/05-fig-5-4.png



Maps and Geospatial Analysis

Google Maps
Basemap + Bike Routes

Source: http://learn.arcgis.com/en/arcgis-book/images/ch5/05-fig-5-4.png



Maps and Geospatial Analysis

Google Maps
Basemap + Traffic Conditions

Source: http://learn.arcgis.com/en/arcgis-book/images/ch5/05-fig-5-4.png
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Portland, OR

Land cover is an important input

Source: http://learn.arcgis.com/en/arcgis-book/images/ch5/05-fig-5-4.png



Public Data

Portland, Oregon

www.epa.gov/enviroatlas



Building a Greenway

Black Creek Greenway

Kit Creek Greenway

Source: http://www.traillink.com/trail-photos/black-creek-greenway.aspx

Source: https://www.townofcary.org/



Canton Greenway

• Canton 2025 Sustainability Plan
• Equal access to resources, 

conservation of open space, 
and economic development

• EPA Sustainability Grant
• Pilot section 

• Positive health outcomes
• Natural habitat
• Neighborhood connectivity
• Active transportation

Photo credit: Riley Perszyk











Stakeholders

People who have an interest or concern in the decision being made.

What are some categories of stakeholders?
(Think occupations, special interests, community groups)

Source: http://lowcarbon.inforse.org/index.php?id=61



Stakeholders

Teachers – Businesses – Children and Families – Governments –
Commuters – Local Organizations – Environmentalists –

Recreationists

Source: http://lowcarbon.inforse.org/index.php?id=61

People who have an interest or concern in the decision being made.



Wildlife Enthusiasts

City Bicycling Club

Local Business Owner

Environmental Scientists

City Council Member

Neighborhood
Parent Association

Stakeholder Groups
• Understanding Maps
• Support pilot section or 

propose a new one 
between two trailheads

• Provide reasons for your 
decision
• Ecosystem services
• Economic
• Environmental
• Community



Focus Questions

 In looking at these maps, which ones provide information that you 
want (from your stakeholder perspective) in order to make your 
decision?

 How do the maps demonstrate the reasons to support Parks and 
Rec’s pilot section?

 From your stakeholder perspective, what other information would 
you want to know or need to know in order to make your decision?

 Do you support the pilot section or do you propose a different pilot 
section (connect any two trailheads)? How do the maps demonstrate 
the reasons to support your selection?











Time to Share
 Environmental Scientist
 City Council Member
 Neighborhood Parent 

Association

 City Bicycling Club
 Wildlife Enthusiasts
 Local Business Owner



Time to Vote!



Photo credit: Sarina Lewis
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