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Presentation Notes
Today, let’s speak about opportunities in which the Food and Nutrition Programs support local agriculture.  Particularly the expansion potential to increase the amount of food grown in domestic territory.  I will call products of domestic origin those production locally grown in Puerto Rico. 




USDA, FNS MISSION

To reduce hunger and food insecurity in partnership 
with cooperating organizations by providing children 
and needy people access to food, a healthful diet, 
and nutrition education in a manner that supports 
American agriculture and inspires public confidence.
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BE RIGHT, FEED EVERYONE!
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Food Distribution Programs provide healthy foods to  schools, soup kitchens, and food pantries by purchasing more than two billion pounds of food from American farmers each year. Meeting strict food safety and nutrition standards and using 100% American grown foods. Providing high quality meals to more than 30 million students a day. Adding versatility and being an economical way to provide our Nation’s children and low-income individuals and families with appealing meals. (USDA FOODS/TEFAP)
Community Programs ensures that low-income children continue to receive nutritious meals when school is not in session (after-school and in  the Summer time), as well as adults who are functionally impaired or over age 60. (CACFP/SFSP)
School Programs provides nutritious meals (breakfast, lunch, snacks, fresh fruits and vegetable s) and the opportunity to practice skills learned in classroom nutrition education to the majority of students in Puerto Rico. (NLSP/SBP/FFVP/Afterschool snacks)
Nutrition Assistance Program offers nutrition assistance to 1.3 million of eligible, low-income individuals and families and provides economic benefits to communities. 
Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children, popularly known as  WIC, safeguards the nutritional well-being and health of low-income women, infants, and children up to age 5 who are at nutritional risk, by providing nutritious foods to supplement diets, information on healthy eating, and referrals to health care.







• Improve access to local foods in schools promoting the Farm to School initiative.
• Increase the amount of local food purchases in the Child Nutrition Programs. 
• Increase the number of Farmer’s markets.
• Increase the  amount of served meals through the community programs.

OPPORTUNITIES 
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Opportunities can start in many ways, but FNS a complete program of Local Foods which is named Farm to Schools, where the local foods are being served as part of school meal programs. Served on the serving line.  Also, we supports the local foods through the WIC & Seniors Farmers Market Nutrition Programs, and the Family markets of NAP.  



Farm to school health benefits: 
Willingness to try new foods
 Increased consumption of fruits 

and vegetables (.99 – 1.3 
servings/daily)
 Improved knowledge and 

awareness regarding gardening, 
agriculture, and healthy eating. 

. 

WHAT’S AT STAKE? HEALTH 



FARM TO SCHOOL EQUITY BENEFIT
» Provides nutrition education, sense of food 

literacy, and access to good food to all 
children, regardless of economic status. 



WHAT’S AT STAKE? FARMERS
• Farm to school economic benefits:
»Provide new and/or diversified markets. 
»Average 5% increase in income from farm to school 

sales for individual producers. 
»Advanced contracts increasingly popular.
»Positive multiplier effect (up to $2.16 in local economic 

activity).  
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Connecting farms to schools # of farms is decreasing. 2010 FNS started including access to fresh foods but districts were already doing this for the past 8 years.  Not new just something we are getting on board with, a response to growing interest in F2S and districts requesting support for their federal programs.



FAMILY MARKETS
• Ensures the NAP participants access to local food that 

cadirectly from the Farmers through their EBT benefits.
• Currently, there are 54 markets in 51 municipalities. 
• 169 certified farmers. 



MORE INITIATIVES 

• BOOTS for FOODS 
• Community Gardens 
• Urban agriculture 
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Supporting our Veteran Farmers.
Partnering inter-agencies resources and empowering communities into the production of local food. 
Expanding agriculture strategies to the Urban area. 
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Education can take place thru a school or community garden. 
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Nutrition Education can be in the classroom or cafeteria.
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On a farm, or at the field. 
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This is what it’s all about, happy healthy children.



USDA Grants and 
Loans that Support 
Farm to School 
Activities
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Demand is huge so we only funded about less than 20% of applications submitted.  Most of the money goes directly to schools or school districts

Award up to $5.0 million annually, for:
Training
Supporting operations;
Planning;
Purchasing equipment;
Developing school gardens;
Developing partnerships; and
Implementing farm to school programs. 
Planning (Schools)
1 year, $20K to $45K 
Implementation (Schools)
1-2 years, $60K to $100K
Support service (NGOs, state agencies, producer groups, ITOs)
1-2 years, $60K to $100K
Training Grants (conference and events)
1 year, $
Check the website for more information. 



Research
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The School Food Authorities have to complete a farm to school census.  
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In addition to the Census of Agriculture, from USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS).  FNS conducts the Farm to School Census.  Our website is interactive, click on a state and get how many school gardens, how much local was purchased, what were the most popular food items. http://www.fns.usda.gov/farmtoschool/census#/





Technical 
Assistance

usda.gov/farmtoschool
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We offer technical assistance primarily by the F2S Team.  Tegan Hagy is our F2S coordinator in New Jersey, Francheska Reyes is the PR State agency coordinator, the PR Department of Agriculture has Ms. Helga Mendez is the Auxiliary Administrator for Marketing, and Monica Reyes is the Farmer’s markets coordinators.  



GUIDANCE MATERIALS
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There is a webinar series on F2S website (10 sesions) and a procurement manual for Child Nutrition Programs. It is broken down into 40 minute segments so you can focus on the area you are interested.
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Demonstrate website (If there is time)



Assess state programs

Best practices summarized in new five-part video series. 
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Promotional short videos available on youtube best practices from grantees.  Primarily schools and school districts.



THE USDA FARM TO SCHOOL E-LETTER!

Delivered every other 
Tuesday,  chock full of 
updates, webinar info, 
relevant news, and 
field notes!

Subscribe at usda.gov/farmtoschool



HELPFUL RESOURCES
• USDA’s Local Procurement Guide
» Everything you need to know about local sourcing
» http://www.fns.usda.gov/farmtoschool/procuring-local-foods

• USDA Farm to School Website
» Farm to School E-letter, fact sheets, and more! 
» www.fns.usda.gov/farmtoschool

• National Farm to School Network
» Farm to Preschool curricula, program models, seasonal menus & recipes
» http://www.farmtopreschool.org/

• Let’s Move Child Care (LMCC)
» Healthy eating resources and tools to assist child care and preschool providers
» http://www.healthykidshealthyfuture.org/welcome.html

http://www.fns.usda.gov/farmtoschool/procuring-local-foods
http://www.fns.usda.gov/farmtoschool
http://www.farmtopreschool.org/
http://www.healthykidshealthyfuture.org/welcome.html


Thank you. 
Questions?
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