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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Today, let’s speak about opportunities in which the Food and Nutrition Programs support local agriculture.  Particularly the expansion potential to increase the amount of food grown in domestic territory.  I will call products of domestic origin those production locally grown in Puerto Rico. 



USDA, FNS MISSION

To reduce hunger and food insecurity in partnership
with cooperating organizations by providing children
and needy people access to food, a healthful diet,
and nutrition education in a manner that supports
American agriculture and inspires public confidence.




B
BE RIGHT, FEED EVERYONE!
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Food Distribution Programs provide healthy foods to  schools, soup kitchens, and food pantries by purchasing more than two billion pounds of food from American farmers each year. Meeting strict food safety and nutrition standards and using 100% American grown foods. Providing high quality meals to more than 30 million students a day. Adding versatility and being an economical way to provide our Nation’s children and low-income individuals and families with appealing meals. (USDA FOODS/TEFAP)
Community Programs ensures that low-income children continue to receive nutritious meals when school is not in session (after-school and in  the Summer time), as well as adults who are functionally impaired or over age 60. (CACFP/SFSP)
School Programs provides nutritious meals (breakfast, lunch, snacks, fresh fruits and vegetable s) and the opportunity to practice skills learned in classroom nutrition education to the majority of students in Puerto Rico. (NLSP/SBP/FFVP/Afterschool snacks)
Nutrition Assistance Program offers nutrition assistance to 1.3 million of eligible, low-income individuals and families and provides economic benefits to communities. 
Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children, popularly known as  WIC, safeguards the nutritional well-being and health of low-income women, infants, and children up to age 5 who are at nutritional risk, by providing nutritious foods to supplement diets, information on healthy eating, and referrals to health care.
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OPPORTUNITIES

* Improve access to local foods in schools promoting the Farm to Schoolinitiative.
* Increase the amount of local food purchases in the Child Nutrition Programs.
* Increase the number of Farmer’s markets.

* Increase the amount of served meals through the community programs.
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Opportunities can start in many ways, but FNS a complete program of Local Foods which is named Farm to Schools, where the local foods are being served as part of school meal programs. Served on the serving line.  Also, we supports the local foods through the WIC & Seniors Farmers Market Nutrition Programs, and the Family markets of NAP.  


WHAT’S AT STAKE? HEALTH

Farm to school health benefits:

= Willingness to try new foods

= |ncreased consumption of fruits
and vegetables (.99 - 1.3
servings/daily)

= Improved knowledge and
awareness regarding gardening,
agriculture, and healthy eating.




FARM TO SCHOOL EQUITY BENEFIT

» Provides nutrition education, sense of food
literacy, and access to good food to all
children, regardless of economic status.

LoUR  FARM~SCHQOL



WHAT'S AT STAKE? FARMERS

 Farm to school economic benefits:

»Provide new and/or diversified markets.

»Average 5% increase in income from farm to school
sales for individual producers.

»Advanced contracts increasingly popular.

»Positive multiplier effect (up to $2.16 in local economic
activity).

LSS | FarmescHooL
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Connecting farms to schools # of farms is decreasing. 2010 FNS started including access to fresh foods but districts were already doing this for the past 8 years.  Not new just something we are getting on board with, a response to growing interest in F2S and districts requesting support for their federal programs.


FAMILY MARKETS

Ensures the NAP participants access to local food that
cadirectly from the Farmers through their EBT benefits.
Currently, there are 54 markets in 51 municipalities.
169 certified farmers.

USD2 | FARM-SCHOOL




BOOTS for FOODS
Community Gardens

Urban agriculture

LOD2 | FARM=SCHOOL

PROGRAM
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Supporting our Veteran Farmers.
Partnering inter-agencies resources and empowering communities into the production of local food. 
Expanding agriculture strategies to the Urban area. 
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Education can take place thru a school or community garden. 
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Nutrition Education can be in the classroom or cafeteria.
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On a farm, or at the field. 
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This is what it’s all about, happy healthy children.


USDA Grants and

Loans that Support
Farm to School
Activities




USDA Grants and Loans that Support Farm to School Activities

Funding from the US Department of Agriculture is available to assist farms, schools, and every link in between in feeding kids healthy local meals; teaching them about food, farming and
nutrition; and supporting local agricultural economies. While the programs listed below provide a good starting peint for those looking to bolster farm to school efforts, other USDA grant

and loan programs support local food systems work as well. Visit www.usda gov/knowvourfarmer and

Farmers Market
and Local Food
Promotion Granks

Farm to School
Support Service &
Training Grants

Beginning Farmer
and Rancher
Dewvelopment

Grants

Business and
Industry Guaranteed
Loans

Community
Facilities Grants
and Loans

Rural Business
Enterprise and
Opportunity Grants

Farmers Market
and Local Food
Promotion Grants

Farm Storage
Facility Loans

Farm to School
Support Service &
Training Grants

Sustainable Ag
Research and
Education Grants

Business and
Industry Guaranteed
Loans

Value-Added

Funding Agency

Producer Grants

Agricultural Marketing Service

Farm Service Agency
Food and Mutrition Service

Mational Institute of Food and Agriculture
Rural Development

Farmers Market
and Local Food
Promotion Grants

Federal-State
Marketing
Improvement
Grants

Specialty Crop
Block Grants

Farm to School
Support Service &
Training Grants

Beginning Farmer
and Rancher
Development

Grants

Business and

Industry
Guaranteed Loans

ties Grants
and Loans

Rural Business

Enterprise and
Opportunity Grants

Non-Profit
Organization

Farmers Market and
Local Food
Promotion Grants

Farm Storage
Facility Loans

Farm to School
Support Service &
Training Grants

Community Food
Project Grants

Agriculture and
Food Research
Initiative Grants

Sustainable Ag
Research and
Education Granks

Business and
Industry Guaranteed
Loans

Community
Facilities Grants and
Loans

Rural Business
Enterprise and
Dpportunity Grants

Rural Cooperative
Development Grants

Farmers Market
and Local Food
Promotion Grants

Beginning Farmer
and Rancher
Development

Grants

Sustainable Ag
Research and
Education Grants

Business and
Industry
Guaranteed Loans

Rural Business
Enterprise and
Dpportunity Grants

Value-Added
Producer Grants

Federal-5State
Marketing
Improvement Grants

Agriculture and Food
Research Initiative
Grants

Sustainable Ag
Research and
Education Grants

for more information.

lama
K-12 Public, Private,or
Indian Tribal School

Farm to School
Planning &
Implementation
Grants

Mote: Eligibility guidelines can be

quite specific, so be sure to confirm
your eligibility on the webpage for the
grant or loan program before
applying. In addition, non-eligible
entities can often partner with eligible
entities to benefit from programs they
might not otherwise have access to.
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Demand is huge so we only funded about less than 20% of applications submitted.  Most of the money goes directly to schools or school districts

Award up to $5.0 million annually, for:
Training
Supporting operations;
Planning;
Purchasing equipment;
Developing school gardens;
Developing partnerships; and
Implementing farm to school programs. 
Planning (Schools)
1 year, $20K to $45K 
Implementation (Schools)
1-2 years, $60K to $100K
Support service (NGOs, state agencies, producer groups, ITOs)
1-2 years, $60K to $100K
Training Grants (conference and events)
1 year, $
Check the website for more information. 
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The School Food Authorities have to complete a farm to school census.  


THE
FARM to SCHOOL

CENSUS

USDA estimates that as of

the 2012-2013 school year,
3,812 districts

operating approximately
38,629 schools with
21,008,254 students

in attendance are buying local
products and teaching children
where their food comes from.

Percent of school districts participating in farm to school activities

HUNGRY FOR MORE?
. Less than 25% . 25% - 50% . 51% - 75% . More than 75% www.fns.usda.gov/farmtoschool/census/

LOD2 | FARM=SCHOOL

PROGRAM
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In addition to the Census of Agriculture, from USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS).  FNS conducts the Farm to School Census.  Our website is interactive, click on a state and get how many school gardens, how much local was purchased, what were the most popular food items. http://www.fns.usda.gov/farmtoschool/census#/




Technical
Assistance

usda.gov/farmtoschool
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We offer technical assistance primarily by the F2S Team.  Tegan Hagy is our F2S coordinator in New Jersey, Francheska Reyes is the PR State agency coordinator, the PR Department of Agriculture has Ms. Helga Mendez is the Auxiliary Administrator for Marketing, and Monica Reyes is the Farmer’s markets coordinators.  


GEOGRAPHIC PREFERENCE ¥

USDA FOODS: A RESOURCE
FOR BUYING LOCAL

¥ Kk K OEOW N W

USDA

_ United States Department of Agriculture

USING DOD FRESH TO
PURCHASE LOCAL PRODUCE

THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program (DoD Fresh) allows
schools to use their USDA Foods entitlement dollars to buy fresh produce. The program,
operated by DoD’s Defense Logistics Agency, began in school year (SY) 1994-1995 as a
pilot in eight states. As of 2013, schools in 46 states, the District of Columbia,
Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, and Guam participate; schools received more

than $100 million worth of produce during SY 2012-2013.

What are the advantages of DoD Fresh?

* Flexibility: S can chang D

esh allocations * Variety: DoD Fresh vei rent

on a monthly basi >m to utilize USDA types of produce, available in multiple form >, precut

Foods entitlement dollars more effectively. USDA does and a variety of pack and from multiple locales (local

not impose a cap on the amount of entitlement dollars or and non local itens are routinely offered]

the amount of cash reimbursement funds that a state car

*

Alloeatedto Dol purch Easy ordering and funds tracking: Schools place orders

Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Or

tern (FFAYORS]. The es listed in the

RS catalog reflect the that schools w

t. FF

rice

entitlerment fund balances and total order costs. DoD

ma vendor payment and reconciliation

% High quality: DoD maintains high q
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There is a webinar series on F2S website (10 sesions) and a procurement manual for Child Nutrition Programs. It is broken down into 40 minute segments so you can focus on the area you are interested.


THE
FARM to SCHOOL

CENSUS

National Overview
State & District

Contact Us

About Farm to School

Grow your program

-
-

TOOLKIT

| Signup to receive
free email updates

X3

Download 2012
Wil | census results

Explore State and school district data »

TOOLKIT

Growing Your Farm to School Program

Education and
Currieulum

Build l"ﬂﬂr farm .I .
to school team

Vision, Goals
and Context

Prnmatlﬂl'is
and Outreach

Fund Safety

DOWNLOAD THE TOOLKIT GET STARTED!

Is there an existing program in your area?

I Aarars ineiimn Aalar et amatr crancacstatior adimniecrina alit Crac mattic cancactatiir mairric ot



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Demonstrate website (If there is time)


ety

Healthy Habits
Take Root

A New FNS Video Series
in Celebration of

NATIONAL
FARM to
SCHOOL
MONTH .

Best practices summarized in new five-part video series.
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Promotional short videos available on youtube best practices from grantees.  Primarily schools and school districts.


THE USDA FARM TO SCHOOL E-LETTER!

USDA

—= ]
F Department of Agricullure

Delivered every other

'wFARM ""SCHOOLPRUGRAM_

Tuesday, chock full of
updates, webinar info,

re | eva nt n eWS, a n d Bringing the farm to school

field notes!

,,,,,
.....
engliie



HELPFUL RESOURCES

« USDA'’s Local Procurement Guide
» Everything you need to know about local sourcing

»

« USDA Farm to School Website

» Farm to School E-letter, fact sheets, and more!

»

* National Farm to School Network
» Farm to Preschool curricula, program models, seasonal menus & recipes

»

 Let’s Move Child Care (LMCC)

» Healthy eating resources and tools to assist child care and preschool providers

»



http://www.fns.usda.gov/farmtoschool/procuring-local-foods
http://www.fns.usda.gov/farmtoschool
http://www.farmtopreschool.org/
http://www.healthykidshealthyfuture.org/welcome.html

Thank you.
Questions?
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