
The Tree Crew helps
volunteers plant a tree.

URBANWATERS
A Partnership for Restoring Urban Waterways and Revitalizing Communities

Northwest Indiana Urban Waters Meeting February 14th
 

Our next NWI Urban Waters meeting will be 
February 14th, 9:30-noon Central at the
PNW Portage Meeting Facility (in the NIRPC building)

. . . yes, that's Valentine's Day!  Let's celebrate our
partnership's many accomplishments, welcome back our
federal partners, and get 2019 of to a great start of restoring
our urban waters and revitalizing our communities!

To help prepare for the meeting, please send a summary of your
organization's 2018 accomplishments and 2019 priorities to Jen Birchfield.
Your updates will provide a starting point for the discussion. Last year's work
plan is available here for your review.

SCA Hiring Calumet Conservation Corps Tree Crew
 
The SCA is seeking Crew Members, ages 18-25, and a
Crew Leader (age 21+) from in and around Northwest
Indiana to plant and water 1,000 trees in the communities
of East Chicago, Hammond, and Gary. Crew Members
will collaborate with a team to perform tree planting and
watering as green stormwater infrastructure and habitat
enhancement in their communities. Crew Members work
outdoors seven hours a day, Tuesday through Saturday,
for 36 weeks. The Crew Leader works 40 hrs/week for 38
weeks.  Positions will be filled on a rolling basis.

Funding Opportunities
The Northwest Indiana Urban Waters Partnership may be able to provide assistance to further
your initiatives by exploring grant opportunities, building partnerships, and helping you to
developing competitive proposals.  Contact Jen Birchfield to discuss your projects and ways we
can help.

*NEW* NFWF Resilient Communities
Wells Fargo and NFWF have partnered to create the Resilient
Communities program. Through improvements to natural features and
enhanced community capacity, the program will help communities prepare
for future impacts associated with sea-level rise, sustain appropriate water
quantity and quality and enhance forest conservation. By taking advantage
of natural features like wetlands, resilient shorelines, urban tree canopies,
natural forests and healthy upstream watersheds, communities can accrue
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quality of life benefits today, enhance fish and wildlife resources and help
prepare for foreseeable resilience challenges.   

*Pre-proposals due February 19
*Award Range:  $200,000 - $500,000 with 1:1 match recommended

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's Coastal Program 
The USFWS is looking for project ideas to support and collaborate on through
the Great Lakes Coastal Program in 2019.  The USFWS's Coastal Program is
focused on on-the-ground coastal habitat restoration, enhancement, and
protection that benefits fish and wildlife.  Details can be found in the Coastal
Program NOFO (section VI). 
 
If you have a project that may be a good fit, contact Mike Redmer, Urban
Opportunity Area including Chicago and Illinois/Indiana shores of Lake
Michigan.  If your project is selected for funding, Coastal Program staff will
work with you to fully develop and implement the project.  

*Award Ceiling:  $500,000.  Match recommended but not required. 
Projects requesting $50,000 - $150,000 are desirable. 

*Deadline:  Projects accepted on a rolling basis, preferred by February 19th.

Environmental Justice Small Grants 
The EJSG program awards grants that support community-driven projects
designed to engage, educate, and empower communities to better understand
local environmental and public health issues and develop strategies for
addressing those issues, building consensus in the community, and setting
community priorities.  Potential applicants are invited to participate in one of
several Informational Pre-Application Assistance Conference Calls scheduled
in December and January.

*Award ceiling:  $30,000.

*Applications due:  February 15, 2019. 

Events and Webinars
 
Webinar:  Improving Return on Stormwater Investments through
Crediting and Pay-For-Performance
January 31, 2019,1:30 - 3:00 pm ET

Beginner's Guide to Grant Writing Course ($175)
February 26 and March 26, 2019
LaPorte County, IN

The Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement Great Lakes Public Forum
June 17-19, 2019
Milwaukee, WI 
 
River Rally 2019
June 21-24, 2019
Cleveland, OH
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The Northwest Indiana Urban Waters Partnership focuses on the Lake Michigan watershed in Lake,
LaPorte and Porter Counties, Indiana. 

Urban Waters works to connect urban communities, particularly those that are overburdened or
economically distressed, with their waterways by improving coordination among federal agencies and

state and local partners. The goals are to improve the Nation's water systems and to promote their
economic, environmental and social benefits.


