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ABANDONED, BLIGHTED PROPERTY

SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC IMPACTS

Abandoned, blighted and potentially contaminated properties negatively impact the communities around them. Decades of economic
disinvestment in individual properties can result in marginalized neighborhoods with lower property values, higher crime rates and fewer
employment and educational opportunities. This absence of public and private investment can contribute to persistent poverty.

CONTAMINATION

HEALTH AND ECOLOGICAL IMPACTS

People who live, work or play on or near brownfields may not know they could be exposed to contaminants that remain from historic uses.
These contaminants can also affect the health of the air, water, soil, plants and animals. Common contaminants on brownfields include lead,
petroleum, asbestos, polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons, heavy metals and volatile organic compounds. These substances are often used or
produced through commercial and industrial activities.

HISTORIC USES

INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL FACILITIES

Many commercial, industrial and even some residential properties may be contaminated due to the hazardous substances and petroleum
products historically used on the property. These properties are called brownfields. Sometimes contamination is extensive, requiring
significant cleanup investment to allow for safe property reuse and redevelopment.




