




Promoting Investment







Project 
Identification

Identify 
Projects

Create 
Projects

Identify 
Potential 

Developers

Opportunities 
for Residents & 

Businesses

Look at City 
Owned 

Properties



Technical 
Assistance

Small Developer and 
Small Business 
Training

Investment 
Framework

Technical Assistance 
Team – CPA, Legal, & 
Other Backoffice 
Assistance



Funding

• Create a Development Toolbox 
• Identify and profile interested investors 

(and introduce to web portal)
• Explore creation of Neighborhood OZ 

Funds
• Identify Finance and Investment 

Strategies to Support Community’s 
Goals

• Other federal, state, and local 
funding/resources/programs

• Better use of Contractor Loan Fund 
(Rewrite Program)

• Use of City Programs and funding



Building 
Partnerships

Identify organizations to create ecosystems
Community Building Blocks
Equitable Development Resources
Create Working Groups in Ozs
• Opportunity Zone Working Group
• Community Engagement Working Group



Envision 
Centers





Harris Stowe State



City Foundry STL











Opportunity Zone Website
https://www.stlopportunityzones.org/



COMMUNITY PARTNERS
Organizations Working Collectively & Building Off Existing Projects

EPA Technical Assistance 













Center for the 
Acceleration 

of African 
American 
Business

2006

Founded in 2006 as a tangent of the St. 
Louis Black Leadership Roundtable to 

address the business development, technical 
assistance and support gap among African-

American businesses

today

Engaged over 700 member clients with 
approximately 450 or 60% still operating 

today

2014

In 2014, BFL and CAAAB formed a 
partnership 



Barriers & Technical 
Assistance 

• Funding - Develop Financial Toolbox
• Build Capacity of Nonprofits to be self-sufficient 
• Phase I and Phase II Environmental Assessment and 

clean up – Working with EPA
• In distress and under value communities we need 

Gap Financing
• Financial modeling
• Structuring deals
• Site preparation after building demolition
• Air quality during & after building demolition
• Reuse of building materials from vacant properties
• Equitable development & financing of vacant blocks 

of land
• Repurposing vacant land for usage other than 

construction (best sites for water retention, green 
space etc.)

• Land Acquisition Fund
• EPA Technical Assistance to planning and address 

environmental issues 
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