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October 21, 2020 

Speaker Biographies 

 

SPEAKERS 

Whitney Gray has been the Administrator of the Florida Resilient Coastlines Program in the Florida 

Coastal Office of DEP since December of 2017. Her bachelor’s and master’s degrees are from the 

University of Florida (Go Gators!) where she studied zoology and systems ecology. She first worked on 

climate change vulnerability assessment and adaptation planning with the Southwest Florida Regional 

Planning Council. From 2012 to 2015, Whitney served as Sea Level Rise Coordinator for both the Florida 

Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission and Florida Sea Grant, specializing in the effects of sea level 

rise on coastal ecosystems serving as a subject matter expert during the Imperiled Species Management 

Planning process. Whitney is a 5th generation Florida native from the Gulf Coast. 

 

Rishi Reddi is the Director of Environmental Justice for the Massachusetts Executive Office of Energy 

and Environmental Affairs. Before taking up this post in December 2019, she spent 25 years working as 

an environmental lawyer at the United States Environmental Protection Agency, Region I and the 

Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP), practicing in the areas of regulatory 

development, enforcement, administrative appeals, and grant development. She co-founded MassDEP’s 

first Environmental Justice Committee in the mid-1990s and established the agency’s internal language 

resource bank, which facilitates communication between the agency and Massachusetts residents with 

limited proficiency in English.  

Rishi has worked in a broad array of substantive environmental areas, including Wetlands and 

Waterways, the Clean Air Act, and RCRA. Most recently, she advised state programs in developing and 

implementing regulations under the Massachusetts’ Global Warming Solutions Act, helped to develop 

and implement the Massachusetts grant program resulting from the national Volkswagen Settlement, 

and was the lead attorney for Massachusetts’ Low Emission Vehicle Program.    

Rishi has served on the Board of Directors of South Asian Americans Leading Together (SAALT), a 

national civil rights organization, and served as the Massachusetts Legislative Coordinator for Amnesty 

International. She is also the award-winning author of two works of fiction, Passage West: a novel (2020) 

and Karma and Other Stories (2007).   

Mia Mansfield is the Director of Climate Adaptation and Resilience at the MA Executive Office of Energy 

and Environmental Affairs. In this role, she co-leads the implementation of the State Hazard Mitigation 

and Climate Adaptation Plan through the Resilient MA Action Team, and the Municipal Vulnerability 

Preparedness (MVP) grant program. Previously, she managed the Climate Ready Boston initiative for the 

City of Boston.  She has a Master's in City Planning from MIT and a BA from Brandeis University. 

Bob O’Connor is the Director of the Division of Conservation Services for the state environmental 

agencies of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.  He has a B.S. in Forestry from S.U.N.Y Syracuse, an 

M.B.A. from the University of Massachusetts, Boston, and a Masters in Conflict Resolution and 

Mediation at UMass, Boston. He coordinates land and forest conservation efforts in the Commonwealth 



of Massachusetts.  He was the statewide Director of the Watershed Initiative and the Director of Natural 

Resources at Metropolitan District Commission of Boston. (Robert.oconnor@state.ma.us) 

 

Jennifer Mundt joined the North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) in April 2017, 

after spending more than a decade as a nonpartisan analyst serving the North Carolina General 

Assembly. While at the legislature, Jennifer drafted and evaluated environmental, energy, and public 

health legislation and policy. 

Jennifer earned bachelor’s degrees in environmental science and political science from Virginia Tech 

before working for several years in environmental consulting. She earned her master’s degree in Public 

Health from the Gillings School of Global Public Health at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 

While at Carolina, Jennifer focused her studies on environmental policy. Her culminating master’s 

research assessed the State’s stormwater laws and their projected impacts on surface water quality. 

In addition to her role as Senior Policy Advisor on DEQ’s Leadership Team, Jennifer represents North 

Carolina on and serves as Chair of the Regional Energy Resources Council to the Tennessee Valley 

Authority. Her energy expertise has been tapped by Governor Cooper to lead the Bureau of Ocean 

Energy Management’s North Carolina Renewable Energy Task Force. 

Jennifer can often be spotted running on the Capital Area Greenway trails in Raleigh or enjoying North 

Carolina’s parks and open spaces with her husband and two daughters. 

 

MODERATOR 

Charles Lee is widely recognized as a true pioneer in the arena of environmental justice.  He was the 

principal author of the landmark report, Toxic Wastes and Race in the United States. He helped to 

spearhead the emergence of a national environmental justice movement and federal action, including 

the establishment of EPA’s Office of Environmental Justice and issuance of Executive Order 12898. 

Charles Lee is currently the Senior Policy Advisor for Environmental Justice at the U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA).  He led the development and implementation of EPA’s agency-wide 

environmental justice strategic plans, e.g., Plan EJ 2014 and EJ 2020.  He has served in multiple 

capacities, ranging from creating the United Church of Christ’s environmental justice program to 

directing EPA’s environmental justice office.   
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