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APPENDIX A 

 

Municipality of Salinas: 

 

The Municipality of Salinas is located in the South Central of the Island of Puerto Rico and 

is bounded to the North with the Coamo, Aibonito and Cayey, to the East with the 

Municipality of Guayama, to the South with the “Mar Caribe”, and to the West with the 

Municipality of Santa Isabel and Coamo. The Topography of the South Region is domain by 

hills typical of Karsts limestone’s formations found inland and coastal plain terrain found near 

the coastal zones. Towards the coast the topography is typical of the coastal flood plains.  

The Municipality of Salinas has a territorial extension of 69.2 square miles and population 

31,113 inhabitants, according to the 2000 Census.  

The Municipality is composed of the urban zone and 5 wards: Pueblo, Quebrada Yeguas, 

Palmas, Lapa, Rio Jueyes and Aguirre.  

The main access to Salinas is through State Road PR - 52, PR – 53 and PR – 1.  

The Southern Region is located in the geomorphic Coastal Plain Regions of the South and 

Southwest Alluvial Coastal Plain, Limestones Region at the South and the North in the 

Central Highlands Region, presenting several of its smaller branches in the form of ridges, 

hills, knives and saws.  Besides these features, the City of Salinas has plain terrain and 

caves in the mountains area.  

The Southern Coastal Plain Alluvial, formed by valleys from the Central Range, is narrower 

and regular than that found in the North. It extends from Ponce to Patillas. The inland water 

bodies, due to its short length between the mountains and the sea, drags large amounts of 

sediment that are deposited in flatter areas. Due to the geographical conditions cause a dry 

climate in the region, these fertile flat areas are those with the aid of artificial irrigation; allow 

industrial-agricultural activity in the South. The coasts of South Alluvial Coastal Plain consist 

primarily of rocky beaches (no sand or dunes) and some gaps.  

North of the city of Salinas and extending from Aibonito to Humacao, runs the “Sierra de 

Cayey”. At its peak, the mountain reaches 840 meters above sea level. It becomes the 

“Sierra de Jajome” right at the intersection between the municipalities of Salinas, Cayey, 

Guayama, and continues to the southeast and north-central area of Guayama.  

In the Southern Region we found the South Coast Province. In the latter better known as 

the “Great South Aquifer”, one can find the alluvial aquifers of the Municipalities of: Patillas, 

Salinas, Coam (Santa Isabel – Coamo), Juana Diaz to Ponce, Tallaboa (Peñuelas), 

Guayanilla and Yauco. This system consists of a series of alluvial aquifers in segments 

separated by major rivers and independent hydraulically.  

The use of groundwater requires that the amount of groundwater that is extracted does not 

exceed the natural recharged, unless artificially increases it. In this way, they avoid problems 

of saltwater intrusion, significant reductions in water levels, increased amount of dissolved 

solids and detrimental to water quality pollution, among others.   



Among the major rivers in the Southern Region, through the City of Salinas runs the Río 

Nigua and the Ríos Jueyes. Other water bodies located in the municipality of Salinas are 

the streams Honda, Amoros and Aguas Verdes. In Salinas you can also find two coastal 

lagoons: Mar Negro and Punta Arenas. The Patillas Canal runs from the Municipality of 

Patillas to Guayama, crosses the Municipality of Salinas from west to east.  

 The Municipality of Salinas Storm Water System (MS4s) in the urban areas in general 

consist of a series of catch basins, typically within the right-of-way of municipal and state 

roads, interconnected by underground concrete or PVC pipes which normally discharge to 

the "Mar Caribe". In the rural areas the Municipal MS4s system typically consists of a series 

of interconnected open channel culverts, which run parallel to municipal and state roads, 

and usually discharge to a surface water body. Interconnected to the Municipal MS4s 

system are the storm water sewer systems owned and operated by the Puerto Rico 

Department of Public Works and Transportation and the Puerto Rico Highway and 

Transportation Authority. Also, interconnected to the Municipal MS4s system are the 

discharges from NPDES (Storm water) permitted facilities and PRASA Pre- treatment 

permitted industrial and commercial facilities. 
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