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Diesel emissions and near-port communities

Photo source: Susan Monteverde, AAPA presentation on 9/24/13 EPA Webinar: “A National 
Conversation on the State of US Ports”

Photo source: Angelo Logan, East Yards Communities for Environmental Justice presentation on 
1/14/14 EPA webinar: “A National Conversation on the State of US Ports” 



MSTRS Ports Initiative Workgroup
May 2014 – June 2016

Ports:  Maryland, Charleston, Long Beach, New Orleans, Virginia
Terminals: Ports America

Shippers:  Cargill, Walmart, HP
Equipment: Caterpillar, Manufacturers of Emission Controls Association
Marine: Maersk Line
Rail: Burlington Northern Santa Fe
Trucking: Evans Delivery
Port Community 
Advocates:

East Yard Communities for Environmental Justice, Southeast CARE Coalition, Steps 
Coalition

Tribes: Fond du Lac Air Program
NGOs: Environmental Defense Fund, Natural Resources Defense Council
Research/analysis: International Council on Clean Transportation

Government: New Jersey DEP, South Carolina DHEC, MARAD, CMTS 
Non-voting: American Association of Port Authorities, StarCrest
EPA support: Office of Transportation Air Quality , Office of Environmental Justice, Office of Water,

Region 1, Region 2, Region 6, Region 9
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Received recommendations September 2016 
through Advisory Committee

Overarching recommendation: provide funding, 
technical resources, and expertise to enable and 
encourage environmental improvements.

Focal Areas
• Increasing and Targeting Funding
• Community-Port Engagement 
• Guidance on Inventories and Metrics
• Guidance on Emission Reduction Strategies 
• Coordinating Relevant Government Programs
• Information Clearinghouse and Communications

www.epa.gov/caaac

http://www.epa.gov/caaac


Promoting clean air best practices at ports 

Through EPA tools and assistance in the five 
program areas, we aim to accelerate 
adoption of:

• Cleaner technologies and other strategies

• Clean air planning practices (emissions 
inventories, clean air plans, community 
engagement) that inform strategic clean air 
investments
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External Stakeholders
• Port industry
• Local/state/federal agencies 

• Community groups
• Environmental NGOs 
• And more!

EPA Regional Offices 
(R1 – R10) 
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Air Quality 
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Office of 
Environmental Justice

CommunicationsFunding Technical 
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Collaboration Coordination



Helping ports capitalize on funding for 
clean technologies
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• DERA
• Priority for port and other goods 

movement projects.
• Extra points for inventories, clean 

air plans, community engagement.
• DOT funding programs now includes 

similar criteria

• EPA Regional staff helping to make 
connections to other funding sources.

• Searchable table of local, state, federal, and other funding opportunities on our website: 
www.epa.gov/ports-initiative/funding-opportunities-ports-and-near-port-communities

http://www.epa.gov/ports-initiative/funding-opportunities-ports-and-near-port-communities
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Providing tools to help identify smart 
infrastructure investments

EPA, Port Everglades Report 
Shines Light on New Methods 
for Analyzing Potential Air 
Pollution Reductions
June 2018
www.epa.gov/ports-initiative/epa-and-port-
everglades-partnership-emission-inventories-
and-reduction-strategies

National Port Strategy 
Assessment: Reducing Air 
Pollution and Greenhouse 
Gases at U.S. Ports
September 2016
www.epa.gov/ports-initiative/national-port-
strategy-assessment-reducing-air-pollution-
and-greenhouse-gases-us

Shore Power Technology 
Assessment at U.S. Ports*
April 2017
www.epa.gov/ports-initiative/shore-power-
technology-assessment-us-ports

*Update planned for later this year

Port Emissions Inventory 
Guidance: Methodologies 
for Estimating Port-Related 
and Goods Movement 
Mobile Source Emissions, 
September 2020
https://www.epa.gov/ports-initiative/port-
and-goods-movement-emission-inventories

https://www.epa.gov/ports-initiative/epa-and-port-everglades-partnership-emission-inventories-and-reduction-strategies
http://www.epa.gov/ports-initiative/national-port-strategy-assessment-reducing-air-pollution-and-greenhouse-gases-us
http://www.epa.gov/ports-initiative/shore-power-technology-assessment-us-ports
https://www.epa.gov/ports-initiative/port-and-goods-movement-emission-inventories


Promoting community-port 
collaboration for effective planning 

www.epa.gov/community-port-collaboration

• Tools and training:
• Ports Primer for Communities
• Community Action Roadmap
• EJ Primer for Ports, including Good Neighbor Roadmap

• Case studies on pilot projects in Providence (R1), Savannah (R4), New 
Orleans (R6), Seattle (R10)

• Regional staff convening stakeholders, supporting use of above EPA 
resources at ports and railyards across the country.

• FY21 EJ Small Grants RFA emphasis on Ports Initiative projects
Collaboration Training

Port of Savannah Tour

http://www.epa.gov/community-port-collaboration


Ports Initiative Emphasis for FY21
EPA Environmental Justice Small Grants
• EJ Small Grants Program (FY21 RFA closed June 1)

• Funding for projects to engage, educate, empower communities 
with environmental justice concerns 

• Non-profit and tribal organizations that work directly in local 
community and U.S. territories are eligible.

• $75k 1-year projects focused on initial steps of understanding and 
addressing local environmental issues

• Ports Initiative projects
• Special focus on projects in up to six Regions to help prepare 

community groups for collaborative efforts with coastal and inland 
port and railyard operators to address diesel emissions

• Demonstrated use of Ports Initiative Community Action Roadmap
is strongly encouraged (Steps 1-3):

• prioritizing goals and concerns
• identifying levers of change
• identifying influencers and other stakeholders with whom to build relations

www.epa.gov/comm
unity-port-
collaboration/2021-
environmental-
justice-small-grants-
opportunity-
communities-living

https://www.epa.gov/community-port-collaboration/community-action-roadmap-empowering-near-port-communities
http://www.epa.gov/community-port-collaboration/2021-environmental-justice-small-grants-opportunity-communities-living
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Creating a Knowledge Clearinghouse
Headquarters and Regions developing web resources, hosting public 
events, and engaging stakeholders to promote clean air projects. 
Examples:
• Updated website, enhancements ongoing.
• Real-world examples/snapshots.
• Regular e-newsletters.

www.epa.gov/ports-initiative

http://www.epa.gov/ports-initiative


• Best clean air practices generally and for each mobile source sector:
• Port-wide planning

• Linking to interactive map
• Drayage Trucks
• Rail Facilities
• Ocean Going Vessels
• Coming soon:

• Cargo Handling Equipment 
• Harbor Craft

• Information:
• Overview of practice
• Technical resources
• Tips on performance targets and data collection 
• Real world examples

Best Practices Web Area Update
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Interactive Map Highlighting 
Clean Air Practices at Ports

www.epa.gov/ports-initiative/best-port-wide-planning-practices-improve-air-quality

http://www.epa.gov/ports-initiative/best-port-wide-planning-practices-improve-air-quality


Case Study of San Pedro Bay Ports 
Clean Air Action Plan (CAAP)

• Highlighting aspects of the Ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach 
plan that can inform other port authorities and near-port 
communities across the country.

• Includes summary of 2006-2018 CAAP’s background and history, 
and three focused discussions:

• Environmental justice and levers of community influence
• Technologies and practices for development and deployment
• The 2017 Clean Truck Program

• Report and fact sheets: www.epa.gov/ports-initiative/san-pedro-
bay-ports-clean-air-action-plan-best-practices-and-lessons-
learned

https://www.epa.gov/ports-initiative/san-pedro-bay-ports-clean-air-action-plan-best-practices-and-lessons-learned


Keep in touch

Army Corps “Principal Ports” and EPA Regions

EPA’s Ports Initiative website and newsletter sign-up:
www.epa.gov/ports-initiative

Sarah Froman
EPA Ports Initiative Team Lead
202-343-9652
froman.sarah@epa.gov

http://www.epa.gov/ports-initiative
mailto:froman.sarah@epa.gov
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