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Stormwater Funding and
Financing Webinar Series

Stormwater Infrastructure Funding and Equity
July 27, 2021, 2:00 — 3:00 PM EDT




Zoom Tips

* All participants will be muted during presentations

* Ask questions via the Q&A function or live:

* Submit questions any time during presentationsvia the Q&A function

 Raise your hand to ask a live question during Q&A (time permitting)

* For tech support, please email: meetings@erg.com



mailto:meetings@erg.com

Welcome and introductions

Background on the Water Finance Center

Featured speakers on frameworks and approaches to stormwater funding and equity
* April Mendez, Greenprint Partners

* Andy Kricun, Moonshot Missions
* Brian Hahn, New York State Environmental Facilities Corporation

 Ellen Kohler, University of Maryland Environmental Finance Center

Q&A

This webinar will be recorded and made available on the EPA website at a later date.
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- Getting the most good out of green infrastructure:

- July 27,2021

~ EPA Stormwater Funding and Equity Webinar
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GREENPRINT = PARTNERS

Today's Goals

1. Consider what “equitable green stormwater infrastructure” is

2. Engage with three case studies that demonstrate concrete
examples of building equitable green infrastructure and
associated funding/financing mechanisms




GREENPRINT = PARTNERS

Today's context

Stormwater

RRRRRRRRRRR M

Executive Order On Advancing Racial
Equity and Support for Underserved
Communities Through the Federal

D

Government
$70B needed over Failures disproportionately Addressing inequity,
the next 20 years impact low-income especially in the face of

communities of color climate change, is finally a

national and local priority

[ CONFIDENTIAL ]




[ CONFIDENTIAL ]

GREENPRINT = PARTNERS

ANnd procurements today reflect a national push for
more eguitable stormwater infrastructure.

CITY OF MADISON N 6 STa ®  New RainCity Partnerships Program
' ] By o DRAFT PARAMETERS
: N é}g{MARYLAND : @
. & DEPART s w
r_ e oy, ) /gNATSRALIQAEmES % M g
REQU EST FOR PROPOSALS o 2% Chaspeok Bay- el 4 %, S « 5years for pilot phase
ce T oy 4:)4‘ 1?_0«
PRO
« ~$10M
Chesapeake Bay Trust, Maryland Department of Natural Resources,
and Environmental Protection Agency « Stormwater management performance targets
- area of impervious surface managed
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS (up to defined water quality standards)
- area of riparian area restored
CONSULTANT SERVICES » community benefit performance targets
COMMUNITY-BASED ORGANIZATION CAPACITY BUILDING INITIATIVE - Priority Hire/local hire + WMBE plan

- business mentorship + paid internships

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE SERVICES FOR THE - community is resourced to develop projects

RESILIENCY THROUGH RESTORATION INITIATIVE
AND THE WATERSHED ASSISTANCE GRANT PROGRAM « two major project types: GI\ Seattle
)

- green infrastructure A
g Public

Proposal Deadline: April 21, 2021 ~Mparian area restoration Utilities

Examples of equity aims:

1. Build capacity for communities to originate their own GSI projects and identify where they want to see
GSl.

2. Prioritize community benefits and design options for GSI projects; own the big picture of what
co-benefits the facilities should achieve.

3. Advocate for continued and growing investment in GSlI.

4. Build trust between the general public and the utility/local government.




INTRODUCING GREENPRINT PARTNERS

Greenprint Partners Is a green infrastructure
delivery partner. We're on a mission to get
the most good out of green infrastructure.




GREENPRINT = PARTNERS

How do we get the most good out of green infrastructure?




GREENPRINT = PARTNERS

AN Equity-Centered GSI| Framework “In Progress’

This work is contributing to the development of a
framework to guide GSI practitioners in decision-making
and evaluation of equity-centered practices.

_ The Framework intends to:
the green infrastructure

leadership exchange Serve GSI Practitioners, both utilities and community-based

Make the case for equity as a driver for GSI program design

Be grounded in community perspectives

Be grounded in the realities of resources available to GSI practitioners
Elevate best practice examples

Provide a core set of metrics that GSI practitioners should consider tracking
to measure their programs’ effectiveness

e Provide decision-making and evaluation tools that practitioners can quickly
put into practice

adl GREENPRINT

[ CONFIDENTIAL ]




GREENPRINT = PARTNERS

Institutionalizing equitable
practices is impossible without a
shared commitment among the
team to collectively evolve
MODULE 1 culture, policies, and practices.

A B
GSI staff *
understand equity How ®

and are C?mmltted Build internal capacity for staff to center
and eqUIpped to equity in GS| programs and projects.
advance it through
their work.

Y




GREENPRINT = PARTNERS

One of the most fundamental
actions practitioners can take is to
meaningfully engage representative
community stakeholders
throughout GSI planning and
delivery.

o I\ .
Sommunity HOW?

essential partners

MODULE 2

Y

o = Develop and maintain a community engagement plan that
and pa rtICIPants In combines historical input with refreshed input from
representative community voices.
all GSI program, ’ /

. . Engage community stakeholders as essential partners in

pOI |CY1 and proJeCt the upfront planning and design of as many GSI program
lans, policies, and projects as possible.
development. S e ’

Engage community stakeholders as essential and informed
partners, bullding trust and managing change through

consistent engagement and communication. -



GREENPRINT = PARTNERS

One of the most powerful ways of
advancing equity is through direct
investment in communities
experiencing inequity. Siting and
planning is a phase where this
discussion should take place.

MODULE 3

Y

Project selection A

B
approach and HOW?

Investment levels
Prioritize siting GSI in areas with the greatest potential

proaCtlver to advance equity, co-creating the project siting
COnSider potential approach with community input.

tO advance eqUity, Develop project budget levels and funding decisions

that take Into account the potential equity
Improvement value of a project and the resources
needed to realize that potential.




GREENPRINT = PARTNERS

Low income communities and
communities of color deserve to
MODULE 4 benefit from GSI without fear of

being displaced by its installation.

Y

Gentrification and VA .
displacement risk *
are proactively How ®

add ressed N a " GSI Where gentrification / displacement may be a real / perceived

o risk, proactively engage in risk mitigation dialogue with the
prog 'a m, pOI Icy, Impacted community; include experts in the conversation.
®
a nd prOJeCt Develop an anti-gentrification and displacement plan for each

program and project.

development.

Create an approach to evaluating the extent to which a GSI may
have contributed to gentrification / displacement.

Catalyze multi-agency conversations about the role that policy
plays in combating green gentrification.



GREENPRINT = PARTNERS

Different types of green

infrastructure contribute to

different social and environmental
MODULE 5 co-benefits. And design can have

significant economic, cultural, and

GSI prOjeCtS are displacement impacts. A -
designed, oW’
constructed, and H ®
ma i nta i ned to fhen’(cjer c.:gmmgrzjity Tepmberi a]f e”s%esnltlioal i?ariners and participants in
rovide Iastin e design and development of a rojects.
Cofn m u n ity bengfit Si:gi i?wc;iigslt{w;etcahdr:/igrawlccejeesciq%riljandards to articulate and prioritize

Ensure that construction quality delivers on the benefits and priorities
that were agreed to with impacted community stakeholders.

Y

Minimize and communicate construction-related disruptions in a way
that builds trust and relationship with impacted community members.

Develop a plan and budget for maintenance early in the design phase.



GREENPRINT = PARTNERS

GSl involves significant investment
in a local workforce and assets, and
Is especially accessible to new
workers through job training and

GSI| procurement, other workforce development
employment, and A ,l
workforce How s
development
practices build SWHMBE firr. local, o yper local hiring and sourcing,
economic stability Assess current % of supply purchases that source from local firms

and develop and implement an action plan to increase over time.
and wealth for

MODULE 6

Y

Create or improve a GSI| workforce development program with a

@ . . .
clear understanding of the barriers that prevent disadvantaged
u nderl nveSted populations from accessing employment in the water sector,
COm m u n ities recruitment and program models that are most effective at
° overcoming those barriers, and sufficient resources to effectively

recruit for, run, and evaluate a best practice program.




GREENPRINT = PARTNERS

Equity planning should be built into
program design and policies upfront
to avoid uphill battles of retrofitting
an existing program to become

GSI pOIicy and more equitable.

program design, A AR
management, and HOW?

reporting

MODULE 7

Y

° Compare the potential equity value of program and policy options
prOa Ctlvely elevate to select equity-centered models.
@
a nd d rlve Build equity planning into program design upfront to avoid the
uphill battle of retrofitting an existing program to become
transparency equitable.

Develop and implement a public reporting plan that shares
program and project results, with explicit transparency on 1)
activities undertaken to proactively advance equity, 2) results to
date, and 3) work yet to be done.

around equity






Y. NN

\ : I .v'.

. s 1 J 0 .
: \ rv'.l.l,_t/m....f'm.vl N

Wi b TR
o | N

.4_. ™




COMMUNI

GREENPRINT = PARTNERS

Y ANCHOR R

HIGH IMPACT SITE SELECTION

Greenprint seeks community anchor
sites primarily in low income
neighborhoods and communities of
color where stormwater challenges and
environmental injustices often
intersect.

[ CONFIDENTIAL ]

COMMUNITY ACTIVATION

Greenprint Partners builds knowledge
sharing, community authorship,
celebrations, and storytelling into each
project to engage core stakeholders,
the surrounding community, and the
general public. We set high standards
representative participation, and
Mmeasure success.

BENEFITS-DRIVEN DESIGN

The benefits-driven design process
builds capacity for community
members to identify and prioritize the
GSI co-benefits they want to maximize,
the collaboratively works to achieve
their vision.




£

GCSl| developments currently in
design, construction, and
Mmaintenance across 7 cities,
with 20 more In
pre-development.

RESULTS

/D%

of projects are located
INn low Income census
tracts

90«

of projects are located in
communities of color

1009%

Designed in partnership
with representative
stakeholders to maximize
their prioritized co-benefits.
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PREDEVELOPMENT FINANCING

Greenprint uses mission-driven grant
or recoverable grant capital to cover
the costs of predevelopment.

[ CONFIDENTIAL ]

GREENPRINT = PARTNERS

spren
pm&?g o

REINVESTMENT
FUND

DELIVERY FINANCING

Greenprint secures external
mission-driven financing to bridge
between project award and utility
payment.

DING AND FINANCINC

San Francisco

Public Utilities
Commission

/ Metropolitan

| St. Louis
Sewer Distric PHILADELPHIA

WATER

— DEPARTMENT—

UTILITY RATEPAYOR FUNDING

Utilities use rate revenue to pay for the
projects, in advance, at completed
milestones, or upon final delivery.
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IMPACT-DRIVEN SITE SELECTION

As one of the 100 poorest zip codes in
the nation, Peoria’s south side is home
to the city’'s most concentrated
minority and low-income population,
and is most impacted by flooding and
combined sewer overflows.

[ CONFIDENTIAL ]

GREENPRINT = PARTNERS

- WELL FARM

SW"

, “5 f’;( % é}
bl

COMMUNITY AUTHORSHIP

The final design was the result of
regular guidance with community
stakeholders and advisors, including
public meetings in which neighbors
provide input and feedback as the
project progressed.

BENEFITS-DRIVEN DESIGN

The final design reflected the priorities
of food security, health, and workforce
development.

The end result was a working farm that
provided training and income for
resident apprentices and fresh produce
and a place to be outdoors and active
for local residents.




[ CONFIDENTIAL ]

GREENPRINT = PARTNERS

=== ONRCS

U.S. Department of Agriculture

Natural Resources Conservation Service

DEMONSTRATION FUNDING

Greenprint secured a $1M CIG grant
and $IM in inkind match to plan and
iImplement the Well Farm project as an
early demonstration of multibenefit
approaches to GSl.

-UNDING AN

D

-INANCING

f

CITY OF

PEORIA

UTILITY RATEPAYOR FUNDING

Peoria’'s Stormwater Utility will fund
repayment of SRF and other financing
sources for future GSI built under their
CSO Consent Decree.







GREENPRINT = PARTNERS

-UNDING AND FINANCING

We gratefully acknowledge that funding for this project is provided through a grant from
William Penn Foundation

W IV L/L A/AM /"PEEN N TBD TBD
FOUNDATTI ON
PLANNING FUNDING APPLIED RESEARCH FUNDING SCALING FUNDING AND FINANCING
Greenprint secured grants from the Health stakeholders, foundations, Health stakeholders, foundations,
William Penn Foundation to establish utility, and other partners. utility, and other partners provide
the case for the project and engage funding through a structured
health, Gl, and community pay-for-performance mechanism.

stakeholders in a collaborative
planning process.

[ CONFIDENTIAL ]




o~ GREENPRINT APRIL MENDEZ

CEO

= PA RTN E Rs april@greenprintpartners.com
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EFC Overview

= Public benefit corporation which
provides financial and technical
assistance primarily to
municipalities by providing low-
cost financing for their water
quality infrastructure projects

» EFC administers a number of
programs including New York’s
State Revolving Funds

i
W
e
""'\-\

= These programs have provided
over $34 billion in low-cost
financing and grants for
approximately 3,000 water and
sewer infrastructure projects
across New York State

Environmental
Facilities Corporation

1 f NEWYORK
STATE OF
OPPORTUNITY.




Green Innovation Grant Program (GIGP)

» GIGP grants are awarded on a competitive basis to Sln ce
projects that improve water quality and mitigate
climate change through green stormwater 2009
infrastructure, energy efficiency and/or water efficiency

= The GIGP helps EFC meet the CSWRF Green Project $1 30
Reserve (GPR) requirements and aids in the Million
implementation of the NYS DEC Nonpoint Source :
Management Program, which was developed in disbursed to
accordance with Section 319 of the Federal Clean over 230 GIGP
Water Act projects

L '__)}J"!‘L. 1 8
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Program Priorities:
Climate Change Mitigation

= Reducing the effects of greenhouse gases and/or
expand clean energy initiatives

Environmental Justice

= Advance fair treatment and meaningful
involvement of all people regardless of race, color,
national origin, or income, with respect to
development, implementation, and enforcement of
environmental laws, regulations and policies.

Integration

= Integrating green stormwater into traditional gray
clean water infrastructure projects

Natural Restoration

= Riparian buffers, streams, and wetlands
Transformation

= Utilize green practices to provide multiple
environmental, economic and social benefits

EW YORK

community or region AT

Environmental
Facilities Corporation

= These projects align with larger goals of the Q




Green Stormwater Infrastructure

Eligible costs are limited to planning, design and building of capital water quality
projects through one of the following eight specific green infrastructure practices:

= Bioretention

= Establishment or Restoration of &
Floodplains, Riparian Buffers,
Streams, or Wetlands

= Downspout Disconnection

= Green Roofs and Green Walls

» Porous Pavements

= Stormwater Harvesting & Reuse

= Stormwater Street Trees/
Urban Forestry

= Stream Daylighting

4 f NEW YORK
STATE OF
OPPORTUNITY.

Environmental
Facilities Corporation




Green Innovation Grant Program

Project Title: Canal Square Park
Grant Recipient: City of Cohoes
Total Project Amount: $1,540,800
EFC Grant Amount: $415,000 GIGP Round: 2017

eeecoo0es00000 000
Project Description:
The City of Cohoes used GIGP funds to
install bioretention, porous pavement and a
rainwater harvest and reuse system as part
of a larger project to revitalize Canal Square
Park.

These green infrastructure practices filter
and reduce stormwater from entering the
City’'s combined sewer system.

The new Canal Square Park is used for
community events in an environmental
justice area, including a free concert series
during the summer.

NEWYORK | Environmental
grownr | Facilities Corporation



Contact Information

Brian Hahn

Manager

Green Policy Planning &
Infrastructure

Brian.Hahn@efc.ny.gov

Brian Gyory
Green Infrastructure Coordinator
Brian.Gyory@efc.ny.qov

www.efc.ny.gov
518.402.6924

6 f NEW YORK
STATE OF
OPPORTUNITY.

Environmental
Facilities Corporation




Andrew Kricun, P.E.

Managing Director, Moonshot Missions

Senior Fellow, US Water Alliance

July 27, 2021




LOCALIZED AND COMBINED SEWAGE
FLOODING IN CAMDEN, NJ FROM A 1-INCH
RAIN EVENT
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COMBINED SEWER SYSTEMS

* State of the art in the late 19" century,
anachronistic with the advent of the automobile
and subsequent paving of cities and towns

* Equitable solutions must:
» Eliminate combined sewage flooding.

»Minimize combined sewage overflows.

» Address these issues while charging an
affordable, equitable rate.




EQUITABLE IMPLEMENTATION OF COMBINED
SEWAGE SYSTEM SOLUTIONS

l.  Optimize existing combined sewer system capacity

i.  greeninfrastructure to capture stormwater and reduce the
volume of flow entering the sewer system.

ii.  Optimizing maintenance to maximize sewer storage capacity.

Il.  Increase combined sewer system capacity
i. Judicious sewer separation, where possible.

ii. Judicious replacement with larger capacity pipes, where
possible.

lll. Expand receiving wastewater treatment plant
i.  Remove volumetric bottlenecks

. Increase pumping to storage capacity
iii. Secondary treatment bypass, where possible




BALDWIN'S RUN STREAM DAYLIGHTING
PROJECT- BEZORE




BALDWIN'S RUN STREAM
DAYLIGHTING PROJECT- #77ER




POWER
CORPS

CAMDEN




EQUITABLE FUNDING OF COMBINED SEWER
SYSTEM SOLUTIONS

A. Minimize revenue required from all ratepayers
through:

» Operational Cost Efficiencies

» Obtain grant and low interest loan funding
* WIFIA
* SRF

* Open space grant funding

B. Obtain revenue equitably

» implementation of a stormwater fee for impervious
surfaces

8




STORMWATER FEES-AN ESSENTIAL
COMPONENT OF AN EQUITABLE C50
STRATEGY

1) Stormwater can average approximately 40% of total volume
received in a combined sewer system in a typical year.

2) 1gallon of sewage + 1 gallon of stormwater = 2 gallons of

sewage
3) If noone pays, then everyone pays

4) Inequitable apportioning is more disadvantageous to low-
income households

Conclusion: It is essential to charge for impervious surface in a
combined sewer system, in order to be equitable to all users,
especially low-income households




SUMMARY

Equitable Combined Sewer Solutions Include:

1. Elimination of combined sewage flooding
and overflows

Triple bottom line solutions, such as green
infrastructure

Maximizing funding to reduce total revenue
requirements

Stormwater fee to apportion revenue
requirements fairly and equitably




THANKS FOR LISTENING!

If you would like more information, please
contact:

Andrew Kricun, P.E.
Managing Director, Moonshot Missions

Senior Fellow, US Water Alliance




Environmental

Finance
Center

ejkohler@umd.edu

www.efc.umd.edu

sRSIp

@ ENVIRONMENTAL
L9 FINANCE CENTER

Ryird

Capacity Building & Training

e Local Government Leadership Training
e On-line and Virtual Workshops

o www.mostcenter.umd.edu
w

Policy Analysis & Financial Assessment

e Policy Review

e Financing Strategies
e Budget Analysis

e Program Evaluation

Community Outreach & Facilitation

e Designing outreach campaigns

e Facilitating stakeholder engagement

e Conducting focus groups

e Managing community surveys and interviews


http://www.mostcenter.umd.edu/
mailto:bespinol@umd.edu
http://www.efc.umd.edu/

Stormwater Program
Financing Strategy

Components

ACTIVITIES

Capital Improvements (BMPs)
Operations and Maintenance
Public Education and Involvement
Technical Support

Engineering and Planning

Regulatory Compliance and
Enforcement

Administration

Billing and Finance

PARTNERS

Internal Municipal Partners
(Parks & Rec, Roads, Admin)

Municipal Committees
(Open Space, Parks & Rec, Envtl Advisory)

Existing Municipal Authorities
Other Municipalities
Watershed Organizations
Conservation District

County Planning Department

REVENUES

« General Funds
« CIP Funds

« Bonds

« Grants
 Fees




Cost Coverage

Source Capital 0&M Strengths Weakness
Competes with other community
General Eund Ves YVes Can be used to support all program pnonhes,_changes from year-to-year,
costs less equitably spreads costs across
payers
Good source for “shovel ready” Not guaranteed, highly competitive,
Grants Yes No project implementation, demonstration| suitable for demonstration projects,
projects and initial program staff not sustainable in the long-term
SRF & Loan Can offer up-front capital for larger Not guargnteed fund source, h|g_h|3!
Yes No : competitive, must repay often with
Programs projects .
Interest
Dependent on fiscal capacity, must
Bond Can be used for large, long-term o .
: ) Yes No . repay with interest, cost of securing
Financing expenditures :
bond may be high
Permit,
Development Offers nexus to system and program | May not sufficiently cover program
: Yes No )
& Inspection expansion needs costs, may deter development
Fees
Can generate sufficient revenue,
Stormwater sustainable, dependable, equitable | Requires significant public dialogue,
- Yes Yes . . . .
Utility Fee depending on design, support all can create administrative challenges
program costs
- Necessitates enabling statute, can
L. Can generate sufficient revenue, )
Tax Districts Yes Yes : have equity problems due to property
sustainable, dependable vallie hacic




Funding Stormwater Maintenance

—35-40%

Aquisition

" 60-65%

Costs =
Refurbish

Refurbish

v Maintenant

Time Frame

UNC EFC Capital Planning and Asset Management

\, ==

0 075 15> 3Mil
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North! Catasauqua

SOUTH WHITEHALL

Existing Public Sewer
Service Areas (2018)

Existing Public: Sewer Service fras

Systems

- ALLENTOWN

- BETHLEHEM

- CATASALGUA

- LEHIGH

- NORTHAMPTON BORO, MUNIC. AUT (FUTURE)

- NORTHAMPTON BORO, MUNEC. AUTHORITY
PARKLAKD S0H00L DIST. (CREFIELD MID,S0H)
PARKLAND SCHOOL DIST {PARKLAND HIGH SCH0

9 - SLATINGTON

WALNUTPORT MHP

WHISPERING HOLLOW NORTH MHP

WHISPERING HOLLOW SOUTH MEP

113 - Western Lehigh Sewer Awca

B 14 - Wynnewood Termoe

Other Public Sewer Service Systems Outside Focus Area
5= Focus Area
Urbarized Ares

Geospatial Data | Lehigh Valley
Planning Commission.
Map Created January 2021, DVRPC,

1
: | .

South
Whitehall




https://nca2014.globalchange.gov/report/our-
changing-climate/heavy-downpours-increasing

Observed Change in Very Heavy Precipitation

Change (%)

<0 0-9 10-19 20-29 30-39 40+

Climate Change and Equity

Toxic Floodwaters

The Threat of Climate-Driven
Chemical Disaster in Virginia’s
James River Watershed

Has the impacted community
been consulted in identifying the
problem and the solution?

|s the solution designed so that
the maximum benefit is being
realized where the problem is
located both in terms of project
outcome and in terms of
financing?

What are the best financing
mechanisms for this community
— debt, rate increases, grants?



Federal Grant Programs

Search Q  Pprepare for Disasters  Apply for Assistance ~ Get Flood Insurance

FEMA

Disasters & Assistance ~  Grants ~  Floods & Maps « Emergency Management v About ~  Work Wi

Building Resilient Infrastructure and @ Hezard Mitigation
A 0 P Assistance Grants
B € , Communities (BRIC)

Building Resilient

Infrastructure and
Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities (BRIC) will support states, local Communities (BRIC)
communities, tribes and territories as they undertake hazard mitigation projects, reducing
the risks they face from disasters and natural hazards. BRIC is a new FEMA pre-disaster
hazard mitigation program that replaces the existing Pre-Disaster Mitigation (PDM) program.

BRIC Resources
Before You Apply for BRIC

Funds
RIC program guiding principles are supporting communities through capability- and

National Fish and Wildlife Foundation - iity-building; encouraging and enabling innovation; prometing partnerships; enabling When You Apply for BRIC
r_ National Coastal Resilience Fund projects; maintaining flexibility; and providing consistency. Funds
RCPP (NOAA & EPA)

After You Apply for BRIC Funds
On September 30, 2020, FEMA cpened

= ME Summer 2020 Engagement
s 2 AL . the application period for the FY20 Series
Regional Conservation OR b i i Hazard Mitigation Assistance (HMA)
i 0 \ . Notices of Funding Opportunities Hazard Mitigation Grant
SD NY VIA
PannerShlp Program Wy Mi CT R (NOFOs) for the new BRIC pre-disaster Program (HMGP)
. = mitigation grant program and the
NE : i y Y HMGP Post Fire Grant
' H
: j 1 ' Map -
. CA $ 20 SR . ABOUTDOT v~ PRIORITIES v CONNECTv Q f ¥ in
Forest Service Ke MO VA

KY
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE l:‘ N Home | RAISE

NM SC
VisitUs | Managingtheland | Learn | Scienceand Technology | WorkingwithUs | Aboutthe Agency | Insidethe FS

MS .
RAISE Grants RAISE Areas of Persistent Poverty
Home » Managing the land » Urban Forests + Urbanand Community Forestry Program
Pl About RAISE
X An “Area of Persistent Poverty” is defined for the RAISE grant program by the 2021 Consolidated Appropriations Act.
. Awarded Projects > A profect is | T o of . verty for the RA amif:
Urban and communlty Forestry Program Aproject is located in an Area of Persistent Poverty for the RAISE grant program if :
Related Content RAISE 2021 >
(1) the County in which the project is located consistently had greater than or equal to 20 percent of the population
2021 National Urban and Grant Implementation > living in poverty in all three of the following datasets: (a) the 1990 decennial census; (b) the 2000 decennial census;
Community Forestry 2021 National Urban and Community Forestry Challenge Cost Share a ience Fund Pre PUERTO RICO AND:U.S. VIR and (c) the 2013 Small Area Income overty Datasat; OR
Challenge Cost Share Grant Grant Program . the & ; : (2) the Census Tract in which the project is located has a poverty rate of at least 20 percent as measured by the 2014-
Program : 2018 5-year data series available from the American Community Survey of the Bureau of the Census; OR
Open Space Conservation The USDA Forest Service Announces its 2021 National Urban and Community Forestry Challenge Cost Share o ) . _ .
Grant Program. Proposals are to be received by April 16, 2021, 11:59 PM Eastern. (3) the projectis located in any territory or possession of the United States.
Lo e Applicants are required to contact their Forest Service Regional Program Managers prior to applying so they may USDOT has prepared a table to help applicants identify if a project meets the definition for a County or Census Tract.
Urban Forest Inventory and d q dadd | _ To determine the State, County, and Census Tract Associated with your Project’s Location, input your Project’s
Analysis (FIA) provide program guidance and address application questions. Primary Address into the U.S. Census’ Geocoder Tool. This document provides instructions on how to use the U.S.
R An estimated One million of grant funds are available to address two grant categories. All grant awards are based Census Geocoder Tool
I-Iree lools ;
on the availability of funding. Download & PDF copy_of the Request For Proposals (RFP) and apply on-line. Grant Please note: the FY 2021 definition for Area of Persistent Poverty may different from other DOT programs, including
Firewise Communities proposals must have national application and demonstrate on the ground application. the FY 2020 FTA Hope Discretionary Grant program.
Every Kid in a Park Grant Program Contact: Nancy Stremple

Last updated: Tuesday, April 13, 2021



State Grant Programs

VIRGINIA

Stormwater Local Government Assistance Fund
* Provides matching grants to local governments for the planning, design, and implementation of stormwater best management.
* Can be used to meet Chesapeake Bay total maximum daily load (TMDL) requirements, local TMDLs and MS4 requirements.

* Covers capital projects, including (a) new stormwater best management practices, (b) stormwater best management practice retrofitting or maintenance, (c) stream restoration,
(d) low-impact development projects, (e) buffer restoration, (f) pond retrofitting, and (g) wetlands restoration.

* Grants awarded for projects related to Chesapeake Bay TMDL requirements may take into account total phosphorus reductions or total nitrogen reductions. Grants awarded for
eligible projects in localities with high or above average fiscal stress as reported by the Commission on Local Government may account for more than 50 percent of the costs of a
project.

PENNSYLVANIA
CFA H20 PA/Water and Sewer Program

* Funding is for stormwater, drinking water and sanitary sewer projects using state gaming and tourism revenues.

*  Minimum grant amount of $500,000 and a maximum of $20 million for any one project. Timeline cannot exceed 6 years.
Dirt and Gravel/Low Volume Road Program
* Funded through the Motor Vehicle License Fund.

* Managed by Conservation Districts.

* Implementation of environmental sensitive management practices for road runoff and road stream crossings.




Conclusions

 Need more sustained grant funding to address long-term inequities

* SRF funds are the most affordable source of debt financing

* How much funding is available to communities that don’t have ability to support
more debt (which probably also means can’t afford higher rates)?

* Do the SRF programs support investments in natural infrastructure (rain gardens,
stormwater basins, riparian buffers, tree canopy cover) as part of communities’
water infrastructure?

 State programs fill an important funding gap but they are opportunistic and
may sustain inequities.

* Huge backlog of maintenance challenges without funding strategy to
address; these challenges are even bigger in under-served and under-
resourced communities

e Hard to get in the funding door without planning support



Questions & Answers



Thank you!

* For additional questions and more information, please contact the Water Finance Center:

waterfinancecenter@epa.gov

* Presenter contact information:

* April Mendez, Greenprint Partners: april@greenprintpartners.com

* Andy Kricun, Moonshot Missions: andy@moonshotmissions.org

e Brian Hahn, NYSEFC: brian.hahn@efc.ny.gov

* Ellen Kohler, UMD EFC: ejkohler@umd.edu

WWWw. epa.qov/waterfinancecenter
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