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Utah Water Watch

Utah’s public science water quality monitoring 
program
• Partnership between Utah State University 

Extension and the Utah Division of Water Quality
• Started in 2012
• Trained 600+ volunteers, monitored 250+ sites



Mission

UWW’s mission is to encourage, 
educate, and engage volunteers in 
monitoring water quality by providing 
the knowledge, training, and resources 
needed to examine the health of 
Utah’s lakes and streams. 

• Educate Utah citizens on the 
natural changes and functions 
of our state’s water bodies

• Encourage Utah citizens to 
become advocates for their 
local water bodies

• Engage Utah citizens with 
others across the state also 
interested in protecting their 
waterbodies



There are 3 steps to become a 
volunteer

1. Fill out the volunteer registration form.

2. Attend a workshop and become certified.

3. Choose a site to monitor.



For Educators
Utah Water Watch & Stream Side Science

StreamSideScience.usu.edu



FAQ
What do volunteers get?

• We provide the training and equipment

• Gain an in depth understanding of why water quality is important

• Hands on experience recording water quality data

• Help protect local lakes and streams

• Help state agencies manage water bodies by sharing data

Who can volunteer?

• UWW is a free program and is open to volunteers of all ages and 
backgrounds.

How much time does it take?

• UWW is a flexible program that requires small monthly time commitment
• Generally April – October
• 30 minutes per site visit



Volunteer Levels

Tier I
• Collect baseline data used for 

education and screening
• Simple, easy to do methods
• Monthly monitoring, April -

October
• Anyone can join 

Tier II
• Collect high quality data for 

assessment purposes
• State-approved methods
• Monitoring frequency depends 

on specific project goals
• Volunteers who consistently 

monitor their sites or those with 
a background in environmental 
monitoring can join



Waterborne 
Pathogens

Focus on
• E. coli
• Harmful Algal Blooms



E. coli Monitoring



Utah HAB Squad

• Volunteer HAB monitoring 
program

• Weekly or every other week 
monitoring at priority sites

• Do not need to be a Utah Water 
Watch volunteer to join

• Currently piloting



How it Works

• We provide simple instructions to learn how to 
identify HABs in the field.

• Make frequent (weekly or every other week) 
observations at your site.

• When you visit your site, record the presence or 
absence of a possible HAB using the Harmful Algal 
Bloom (HAB) / Cyanobacteria Datasheet.

• Upload your data to CitSci.



Identification

Filamentous Green Algae HABs (Cyanobacteria)

Stick Test
If you can 
lift up the
algae with
a stick, it’s
filamentous
green algae



If You Suspect a HAB
1. Call the 24-hour Environmental Incidents Line at (801) 536-4123.

2. Contact UWW by phone or email to alert us of a potential HAB. We will collaborate with the 
Utah Division of Water Quality.

3. Upload data into the Harmful Algal Bloom (HAB) / Cyanobacteria Datasheet in CitSci as soon as 
possible.

4. If you can, return to the waterbody site daily to take photos and upload them to CitSci.

5. Check the UDWQ HAB website for updates on the most current conditions.

Not finding a HAB is also important data to record!



Case Study – Jordan River





By the 
Numbers
2021

• New volunteers: 41

• Total participants: 1,086

• Sites monitored: 98

• Monitoring events: 496

Utah Water Watch volunteers 
expanded the reach and capabilities 
of monitoring efforts statewide. 
Volunteer driving and monitoring 
time in 2021 is valued at >$27,124.



Lessons Learned

• Partnerships are everything
• Follow the need

• Work within limitations and 
stretch yourself and your team



Looking Forward

• Increase support
• Funding
• Staffing
• Tier III volunteers

• Expand Utah HAB Squad

• Increase Tier II projects
• Equipment
• Additional parameters

• Aquatic macroinvertebrates
• Salinity/Conductivity



Thank you!
Hope Braithwaite

Assistant Professor for Watershed 
Quality

Utah State University Water Quality 
Extension

Office Phone: (435) 797-2580

Email: hope.braithwaite@usu.edu

extension.usu.edu/utahwaterwatch

extension.usu.edu/waterquality

USU Extension - Water Quality         @utahwaterwatch



Gotta Go! 
When Nature Calls in the Great Outdoors

GottaGoUtah.org
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