
S t a t e  Use  o f Vo lu n t e e r -Co lle ct e d  Da t a :
Th e  CT Vo lu n t e e r  W a t e r  Mo n it o r in g  P r o g r a m

Meghan Lally
Volunteer Water Monitoring Program Coordinator
Environmental Analyst III
CT DEEP Water Monitoring Unit
DEEP.VolunteerWaterMonitoring@ct.gov

NWQMC Webinar Series
July 11, 2022

July 11, 2022 1

mailto:DEEP.VolunteerWaterMonitoring@ct.gov


Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection

Stream 
Monitoring

Coastal 
Monitoring

Lake 
Monitoring

2

CT Vo lu n t e e r  W a t e r  
Mo n it o r in g  

P r o g r a m



Th e  Riffle  Bio a sse ssm e n t  b y  
Vo lu n t e e r s  (RBV) P r o g r a m

Volunteer Water Monitoring In Connecticut
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RBV P r o g r a m  O v e r v ie w
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1.Collect
macroinvertebrates 
using a kicknet

2.Pick the organisms out 
of the sample

3.Sort organisms into 
similar looking groups

4.Field identify
organisms 

5.Prepare a voucher
specimen

6.Submit samples to 
DEEP

7.Taxonomic ID by 
laboratory



A Tr e a su r e  Hu n t  fo r  CT’s  CLEANES T S t r e a m s
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Th e  RBV “4  o r  Mo r e ”  Ru le
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N = 1,152 from 1999-2011

Bellucci, CJ, ME Becker, M Beauchene, L Dunbar.  2013.  Classifying the 
health of Connecticut streams using benthic macroinvertebrates with 
implications for water management.  Environmental Management 51:1274.
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CT Volunteer Water Monitoring Program Map Series

https://ctdeep.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=9265f117579546678b70ff9dbd6d0854
https://ctdeep.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=9265f117579546678b70ff9dbd6d0854
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Watershed Health Prediction Reference:  Bellucci, CJ, ME Becker, M Beauchene, L Dunbar.  2013.  Classifying the health of Connecticut streams 
using benthic macroinvertebrates with implications for water management.  Environmental Management 51:1274.

Mo n it o r in g  G u id a n ce
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h t tp s :/ / m y w a te r w a y .e p a .g o v /

Da t a  Ma n a g e m e n t  a n d  Acce s s ib ilit y

https://mywaterway.epa.gov/
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O t h e r  Use s  o f RBV Da t a :  Na t iv e s
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O t h e r  Use s  o f RBV Da t a :  In v a s iv e s

https://nas.er.usgs.gov/viewer/omap.aspx
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https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP-RBVProgram
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Le a r n  Mo r e  a b o u t  RBV

https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP-RBVProgram


Th e  CT Vo lu n t e e r  S t r e a m  
Te m p e r a t u r e  Mo n it o r in g  (VS Te M) 
Ne t w o r k  

Volunteer Water Monitoring In Connecticut
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Ba ck g r o u n d :  Co n n e ct icu t  S t r e a m  Te m p e r a t u r e  Cla s s ifica t io n
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CT Volunteer Water Monitoring Program Map Series

VS Te M: A Tr e a s u r e  Hu n t  fo r  CT’s  CO LDES T S t r e a m s

https://ctdeep.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=9265f117579546678b70ff9dbd6d0854
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Stream Temperature Predictions:  Kanno, Y., Letcher, B.H., Rosner, A.L., O'Neil, K.P. and Nislow, K.H. (2015), Environmental Factors Affecting Brook Trout 
Occurrence in Headwater Stream Segments. Transactions of the American Fisheries Society, 144: 373-382. https://doi.org/10.1080/00028487.2014.991446

Mo n it o r in g  G u id a n ce

https://doi.org/10.1080/00028487.2014.991446


VS Te M Ne t w o r k  O v e r v ie w
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1.Spring: Deploy loggers 
2.Summer: Field check 

loggers
3.Fall: Retrieve loggers  
4.Winter: Download data 

and evaluate summer 
thermal metric class

5.Repeat
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db.ecosheds.org/viewer
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Da t a  Ma n a g e m e n t  & Acce ss ib ilit y
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Da t a  Use : Co ld  W a t e r  Ha b it  Ma p  P r o je ct
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Da t a  Use : Co ld  W a t e r  Ha b it  Ma p  P r o je ct
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https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP-VSTeM
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https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP-VSTeM


Co n t a ct  In fo r m a t io n
Meghan Lally
Volunteer Water Monitoring Program Coordinator
Environmental Analyst III
CT DEEP Water Monitoring Unit
DEEP.VolunteerWaterMonitoring@ct.gov

Learn More:
VSTeM Network - https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP-VSTeM
CT Lake Watch Program - https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP-CTLakeWatch
RBV Program - https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP-RBVProgram

NWQMC Webinar Series
July 11, 2022
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