
THE CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QOALITY ACT (CEQA) 

SUBMITTED ON OCTOBER 20, 1980 BY THE ARB 

AS A REVISION TO THE CALIFORNIA SIP 

Only the following portions of CEQA were identified for in
clusion into the SIP: Sections 21000; 21001; 21002i 21002.l; 
21061; 21063; 21065; 21080.l; 21080.4 (a), (b), (cl and (d); 
21081; 21082; 21100; 21104; 21151; 21153: and 21160 • 

• 

.. 

.• 



1 
i..•"'' u..,-.,, "-""-! v"''<' U..•'-(' u ... '"<• ~.,\<' '-""'<.' ... ., ... ,_. 1.,4,,.f"'\' \.._""<., -..1..1,, u ... ,, u .. '-.:• u.n.'\' u .- , ,, \ > ,,,, "4•'-,'.' "•"'{' \l, 

; .EQJ\EQAEQ/\EQJ\EQAEQAEQAEQ/\EQAEQ/\EQt\EQJ\l ~QJ\l :Qi\l :Q/\1 :(~i\l :Qf\i :Q:\I :QAl :· 
· EQ,'\DQJ\GQJ\EQAEQl\f:Ql\f.Qt\EQAEQJ\EQJ\EQAEQAEQ,\12QJ\EQAEQAI :Qi\E< ~:\I '.Q:\ I: 

EQAEQAGQAl~QAEQA~(J/\EQJ\.DQAEQAEQAEQAEQ:\EQ,\l:Q,\I:Qi\EQAl'.Q,\l.:(~,\I :<~/\!~ 
EQAEQJ\EQJ\EQAECJ.•)J.:QAEQJ\EQJ\l:QAEQJ\l ~r iAEQM:< ~1\I :<1 \EQ,\J.:QJ\l :QA t :Q.\ I :C::!,\I : • 
EQJ\I2QAEQ~QAEQAEQJV3QAI:l~AEQJ\EQJ\EC)AE~Al :Q/\1 ~(}t\J :Q!\I :Q/\J :<,AIJ):\1 :I ~,\I ~ 

\ EQJ\EQAEQAEQi\EQAtQJ\EQAEQAEQN:Q,\EQ,\EQJ\ EQ:\tQ;\E<~/\El~1\I ~Q.\I :Q,\I :CJ\l: · 
~ ~Q,~QAI:QAI:QJ\ljQAl~Q;V~QA1:QAr:Qt\J-:QAI:Q!\1lQ:\I :Q,\~Q.'\1 ~Q,\f?~N :Q,\1?.:Al~l~AI: 
> EQAl.:Ql\EQAl~QJ\l:Q!\l.:Q,'\l-;Q,\LlQJ\EQAT;QAI:QAl:QAl~Q1\l:Q1\tQAl~QAl:tYu:Q.'\l :QAI; 
. DQt\l ~Q/\EQ.t\1:QJ\ LQAE 
EQAl:QAf:QAEQt\ J;Q!\l: 
J.:CJJ\J.~Qt\l;QAE(~A EQ1\I: 
E(.1.1\EQAEQAEQA C ~l' FO n ~' IA l:QAI: . EQ/\r:Q/\EQ,\EQJ\ J-\ t !i\. l 'tJ : U~.\L 

1 EQl\EQAEQ,\EQA J:t~:\E 
: EQ/\1:Q/\f:QAEQ/\ E~ 'VBJQ I\ ti: A tr:~ 'TAL H~AE ! EQt\l:QJ\l:Q,\EQA - I~ ~ U'\\ J ~ J 'V n.: l ~ 

1 

· • EQAI: 

~~~~:~;j~~i~~~)g~ · QUALITY Ac·r· . : !~8:~1 
)
1 
I :Qt\l:Q/\EQ/d :Qt\ Et~t\E 

~EQJ\EQ/\.EQi\EQJ\ - . EQ,\E i EQAl:QAl :Q,\EQA AS Af·/JENDED .. l:i~,\I: 
! EQAEqJ\EQ.r\EQA JANUARY 1, 1980 . EQAE 

1 
_EQAEQAEQ,\EQJ\ EQAE 

l .EQAEQ!J:Q,\EQA _ l :QAI: 
: ;l:Q/\1 :Qi\1 :QM :Q:\f;Q/\TIQ/\CQAEQJ\EQ/\nQ/\1 ~Qt\EQl\1 ~QJ\EQ,\EQ/\1 ~Q/\T:Q/\EQ1\I :(~•\I: 
; 1 ~Qt\l !QAEQAI :QJ\EQ1\J~QAnQJ\EQ/\EQJ\l:QAf :QJ\f:Q.t\EQAEQAEQJ\J :Q,\EQ,\EQ,\I '.<~Al ~ 
. ·EQi\EQJ\E(~J\EQ,\EQJ\EQAEQ/\EQAEQAEQAEQt\EQN.:QJ\f.:Qi\EQAEQ:\l:C~AEQ,\J:(li\E 

• j J;Q:\l :Ql\l:QJ\1 :QJ\EQt\EQN.:QAI ;Q.'\EQ.o\EQ.\Eli/\EQi\l:QAJ :Qr\l:Q;\I :QJ\I :(Jt\l:Q:\I :,·~:\E 
\ EQi\r;QAEQAEQJ\EQA.1 ;Q/\EQJ\ EQJ\EQArn~,\l:QAEQAEQ/ J ;Q/\J.:Q,\I ~QJ\l :1 i,·\B~:\I :Q, \E 
/1~Q;\f:\~t\l:QAEQAEQA.EQ/\EQ.'\l ;QAl:QAEQAl:~!\EQ;\EQJ\l ~Q.t\EQ/\lf~;\l:~J:\l~(~t\1:Q,i.l i 
_ ~ EQ1\EQAEQAEQJ\l :QAEqAEQ/\l ~QJ\I :Qt\l '.Qi\EQ,\ EQJ\l :QAl :(~:\1.:Q;\fa]:\I :t~:\I :l):\EQ.\ I ~ 
i EQAEQ1\LlQ1'.l iQ/\EQJ\EQJ\l :QAEQI\EQAl!QJ\ I :QAEQ,\I ~Qi\EQAI :Q:\I ~Q,\J :Q:\EQ.o\i :< JJ\! ·: l EQJ\l :QAl :Qi\ l :Q,\E(iAEQAL:Q.'\l.:QAl!QAI :QAI (QJ\l..:Qt\i. ~QJ\I :(~1\ EQ1\I ~Q,\l :(::\l:Q;\\ :Q1\I _; 
\ EQJ\l :Qi\EQ.t\f.:f)/\EQAEQAl~Q,\TIQJ\EQ/\EQ/\EQAEQ!\f:(~1\EQAl:l~r\l:Qi\1:0:\rQi\l~Q;\I.: 
' l :r~AI :QJ\E~/\l :QAf ~QAl.:l~1\TIQ;\[;(iA1 :Q;\l.:Q.-\FQJ\l:Qi\l~(J/\1 :f ~1\l :Q/\l:Qi\1 :Q,\f:(~.\Et ~,\I: 
EQ,\EQ1\EQ,\EQAEQAEQJ\EQAEQJ\EQAEQ1\EQ,'\EQ/\l:Q,\l~QA1":l"l,\l ;QJ\EQ:\l~(p.1:Qt\1: 
EQ/\l :Qi\l:()J\EQJ\f:Q1\l:QJ\l:Qt'\f:QI\EQAl:Q,\FQ,\EQ,'\EQ,\EQAi:QM:Q1\T!C~:\EQ~\l'.Q:\I : 

: EQ,\EQAE<l/\l;Q;\l:Q/\l:(~i\EQAJ :QF\lJ}\I :(J;\l:Q!\E(~J\l :C~.\l;Q.o\l :(tt\l :Q:"\I :Q.·\l :(}\ !:Qi\!.: 
j r:Qi\CQ,\l :~1\l:l~;\ J;Q/\l :Q,\EQ,\1 :Q/\EQAJ:{ i/\i:QAl:<~1\l:QJ\l;QJ\IJ)\D).'\f :'~-\f;l~;' ! :Q.\ l: 
: l~QJ\ l.'.Q/\El.)AI :Q.'\l:l)\riQAl:Q!\E<i1\l:Q1\ llQJ\r:Q.:\I~<li\l :(~1\I :Q:\DY\I :Q•\I J ~AI :1J.\I :i~,1.I ~ 

l:QJ\l:(t \l :(~:\t'.:QJ\1 :QAl :Q:\l~(~/\1:f~,\I :[J.'\l ;(~/\I :c~/\1:Q.'\l~Q.\1 ·:C~J\f :( ~J\l:i}J\l :•,1\I ;(~1,1 :Qr,i: 
f ~QAl:Qi\EQ/\EQAl:QAI :Q . .\J:QAJ :()1\l :Q,\I :Q1\I :Q!\1 :Qt\l:QAI :Q,\l :q,\I :< 2.'\l:QAI :1~1\Ei ~(\I : 
EQAl:Q/\1:Ql\l :QJ\l :<i1\l:Q1\EQ,\nQ1\l :Qi\l :t ~i\l:Q:\H}:\l)~J\l :<~Al :!~:\: :Q.\l:Q1\I :1~.\I :Q.\E 
EQ/\1 :QAl :QAEQ:\I ~Q1\I : )AEQ1\r;(~:\r:ti.-\1 :Q:\1 :Q:\ l :QAE<?t\l :Q:\l :Q/\l :Q=\I :r,1:\IJ~.-\l :l):\I : 
t~n,1\Fr,1.,,1 :I ,)."\ I '.~):\ I :CV\l !(),\I :( lt\l :();\I ;(,l,\ I ;()J\ l :l ),'\I :( ,1:\1 :n,\l :(,\\ l;I ),\I ;f),\j ;('.\I ;( 1,\1 :t ).\I : 

• l., \ '\ • \ ' \ ._ -. • \ 

1:0 1\l:1 ),\: ;()1\!!1 \1\ 1 in1\1 ,n 111 :w,.1 :n,\ 1 :, ).\ 1:£ 1A 1:1 1A 1 :, ·1,\1 :n.\ rn,, 1 =r 1,\ 1 :, 1:\ 1 :, ):\ 1 ·1 },\ r:! ,.\ 1 

.
.
 

ll.J
 

• 
0:::::>f/)0-'

 
(..:)zu.J

 

.,..
, 

.
 

·. 

,•
 

j
 



tA!iT DAY Cll,WtH 
~£lltl CO UllfY CIIA.PTCII 

LOS AtlCELt$ COUll! Y CIUIITEII 
MO>IHflCY IIA'I >-.IICA Cll>-PHII 

J.IOTlll R lOOf CIIAPTC fl 
11Ar).. $0l .l.110 CIIA~TC II 

oqAIIG( c o urnr CIIAPHfl 
HtllllSUlA CIV./11[11 

RIYERSIO, .SAH billJIJ.IIOltlO CIIAPHII 
SMI l>tCGO Cll>-~H-A 

SAIi Fll>-t1C1SCO-MAlut/ Ctt/.~HII 
SAIi JOAOlJIII YALlEY CIIAPrEII 

CIATEC> CIVIL 'HCIHHAS AHO lAIIO SUR\fEYOns OF SAII JA CLARI, CO UIITY 
OWOOO ll£C10II ASSOCIA.1 10// Of Cl\flL ENCIIIH IIS Allt> LAHll SUIIVHORS 

TA1.cou11T1ES CIVIL (tlG IN(liAS AHO LllllO SURV£YORS ASSOC: IAl/011 
WESHIIN ASSOCIATIOII OF ENGlllttAS AIIO L>-HO SVAVJ.YOAS 

1lifomia ·Environmental Qunlily Act ill implemented by the. princi~ 
1,jcclivcs, critcii:1., Mel dclinitiom ns set fol'lh in the "SL.,tc EIR 
ncs." To oi)lai11 n copy of the Guidelines, write to the Department 
cr;1l'Scrvicc., and n:q11cst n c:opy of Oillif ornia Admi1iistrativc Cod~, 
·1, Dh·i~ion (i, The nthlrcss is: 

Department o! Gcncrnl Services 
Doc11ments Section 
P.O. no:-.: 1015 
North Hii:hl:rnds, CA 95660 
Phone; (91G) 4'1-5-1020 

·dcr should be accornp:wiccl by a check for $4.24. Allow 3 week, 
ivcry. 

, . Thi~ publit::~1ion hns Leen procluccJ prim:1.rily for use o{ Council 
:rs nnd is not an official JH1blica_tion of the Public Resources Code. 

CAlir-ORN1A ENVmONMENTAt. QUAtnY /.,..C"f 

CHAPTER 1. 

CHAPTER 2. 

CH,WTER 3, STATg AGl~NCIES, DOARDS 

A ND COlvl MISSIONS ....- ..-·.--.:····- ······--.............__,....... 16 

CIIAPTl~R 4. LOCAL AGE.NCIES............._ ..............._..........................,........ 10 

CHAll'flW.. 5. SUDMISSION OF INFORMATION.............................. 20 

C!I/\P'l'RR 6, 



HISTORY Amendments cn:ictr.d in l97fl were: I) AB 2<iH, C:h:iptrr 1'271 ,' St:\t• 

The EnvironmenW Quality Act of 1970 wn.s introduced :1., An 2045 
iuring the 1970 Sc.,;.~ion o! the I.cgisl:i.u1rc. Subsequently p:i..~sed by tl1c 
·,r~islal111\: :llltl ~ir,11cd by the Gov1:rno1·1 it bccnmc Clrnptc1• 1433, Stah1lcs 
>f ·1970, cffl'ctive November 23, 1970. 

Of tile bill~ introduced during the 1971 Session of the ugislatu~c to 
uncnd the EQ/\1 none were p:u;scd. 

Duiing the 1972 Sc~sion, two hills were passctl U)' the Legislature nnd sign
:t! hr the Govr.rnor: ·1) AB :lOI, Ch:i.ptcr 971, Statute~ or 1972, which ;,.mcnd
:d ~t·c:tions 21 l!il, 211[>2, 21153 (supcr,r.dt:cl liy AB 00!.l) effective l\farch 
l, lri7:l; 2) All 1189, Ch:1ptc1· 1151·, Stat11tc~ or 1972, which m11c11dcd Sec• 
.1011~ 21 JOO, 21102, 21 JO•i, 2110'.i, 21150, 21151; nnd ncldcd Sections 21060, 
WiCiO.:,, 2IO(i I,· 2!O<i:?, '.U OG'.1, 2 IO!i:i, 2 lOfiG, 21 Ori7, 21000, 210!12, 2 I 003, 
Wlll'.1.5, 21081, 210115, 210UCi, 210fl7, 21080, 21009, 21090, 2110ll, 211!:i2, 
?I t:i:{, 2115·1, 21160, 21 IGJ, 21165, ·21 Hifi, 2l 1G7, 211G7..'.i, 211<ill, 
~IJ(i!l..'i 2111ill.<i, 211fjn.7, 21lfi9, 21170, 21171, 21172, 21172..'i, 2117:l, 
111c\ :~1 IH; and rqll'alccl Section~ 2110:i, 21107, 21152 (m; :,cldctl by Uhnp• 
c,· 971), 21 l!i'.l (ns nddcd l>y Chaplet· 971) effective Dccc111bc1· 5, 1972. 

The following :1.m('ndmcnt.~ were cnnctc:cl in l 973: An 635, Ch:i.plcr 
J!J.'j, St:1.lulcs C'I( ID)'."l, which aclclcd Section 21155, effective Jnnu:uy l, l!JH. 

,\11 11:11tl11w111~ c-11:11:tr<l in 1!'l71I• wa1:: J) AB 157:i, C:l,aptc:r ?.7G, Stnlulc~ 
>[ 1971-, wlric:li nmcndcd Scclion 21100 effective Jnnu:iry 11 l!li!i; 2) AB 
l330, Ch:i.JHt·1· f,G, St:i..htlcs of I9H, which :uncn<lcil Si:cliom 21100, 21152, 
\llU 21167, dfor::livc March •}, 19H. 

J\1111:ntlnu-111~ cnactctl in 1!>7!i wc:n:: , I) SH 707, Chnpter 1107, St."\t\\tcs 
,r 1~J7:i, whkh add1:cl Section 210U0.5 cITc~livc Jnnunry 1, 197G; nnd 2) 
i\11 :J3!:i, Ch:1i,1cr 222, S1ah1lc~ of 1975, which :unr.ndcd Section 210117 :\lid 
Hldcc.l Scctiom 21175 .:1ml 21 l7G cITcctiv~ July 4, J!'l75. 

Amcndmc:nl~ cn:iclc<l in 197G were: 1) sn 1271·, Chapter 753, St:tl\\lcs 
:if 1976, whic-11 :t<lclcd Section 21167.7 effective Jnnu;,.ry 1, 1977i 2) Sn 
1 ~7.'i, C:h:iplt"r :,9:i, Sialutes of I 976 which ncldctl Section 211 Gll.:J effective 
Jnm1n1y I, ID'/7; ancl 3) AH 2G79, Ch:1ptcr 1312, Stalulcs of 19'/G, .which 
a1111•mlr.d S1·1:1io11s 210:iO, 210Gl, '.?10110, 210112, 21011'.I, 2JOM, 210115, 210H7, 
2IOC!J, 21 !Oil, 211Citl, and 2lHiU5 a11tl :Hhlc:tl Sections 21/JO'.!, il00'U, 
2100'.I, 21U<iO.:l1 2l0Gi.l, 2106·1, 21060, 210G!J,. 21001, 21082.1 1 2l092, 
21100,1, 21151.5, :ind 21167.J cffcctivi.: J:lllnary 1, 1977. 

Amcndrnrnts cnnc:tcd i11 1977 were: l) sn 10~0, Chaptc,· 8!H·, Slnlutr.:; 
of 1917, whit-Ii a111r11decl Stir.tio11 210110 (s11pcr:;1:clccl by AB Oil-!·) cffcclive 
J:rn11:uy I, l (i71l; 2) AB Bil-I, Cli:1plc1• .1209, Slalutcs ur 1977 which :unc11cls 
Scc:tion~ 2100~.1. 21ono. (210fl0 in tl11s b,il mpt!l'Sl!llr.~ sn 10•10, Chnplcr • 
8:, I. Statu tes of 1!}77, Scc1ion 210fi0; and ,\H HG!i, Chapter 10·1:i, St:itutcs 
l"Jf 1!1i'7, St•t:ti,,11 210/JO)i 21 0fl0..'i, 2l0ll3.5, 21 lll·I, 21105, 21151.51 21153, 
211li:, 211/iri. 21lG7 and 211H a11d acldi:d Scclio11s 2lOB0.1, 210B0.2, 
210UO\ 210fi0.·I, 210i1:\.li, 2I01l:l.'J, 211()0.2, 21167,2, ;rnd 21l{i7.'.·! d[ccl.ivc 
.J:·,111,:uy I, l!lt!I ; :anti :l ) AB Hri<i, Chaptc1· 1,0•1·5, Sl:1,lllt<:s or 1077 wli!1=h 
ii1nc11dcd Sc,·tiou 21030 (i.\lpc1-:;1:,h:d 1.a)• AB Ofi•r} cITcc!lvc J ;m11:uy 1, 19/0. 

ii 

I . utcs of 1970, which nddcd Sections 2106.'i,5 :ind 2!090.1, cfft•r.tivr. Janu:,ry 
1,- 1979; 2) All 2825, Chapter 1113, Stnl11lcs of 1970, which amcnclcd Sec• 
tions 2l01l0.3, 21000.1 and 21151.!i, dft·c:ti\'r Sq11,·111111' r 2'.i, 19711; :I) ,\B 
3765, Chapter :mo, Stal11lcs of 1!}7U, \\•hid1 a1111·ncll'tl ~1:c· {illll 2l(U:O,;,, t·f
fectivc J~111c 30, 1978; '~) SB 17:13, Cliaptcr '.l.'i(i, Slal\lln of 197B, which 
:i.111c:11dctl Sr.clion 210130; dft:ctivc July .'i, 1~7/J; ;1) Sil 11173, Ch:q>l<-r 107;1

1 

Statutes of 19711, whirh :idtkd Section 2101!0.9, rff1·r.1iv1: Sq>h·111ltc·r 25, 
197/J; G) ~II IO!H, Chaplcr 791, S1:1tutc~ o( 19711, "'hid, :td<k<l Sl·ctions 
210115.5 a11<1 'I.IOH5.G, rll'cc:livc Scptcmht'r I'.>, 197IJ; 7) SIi 2llll'.1, Chapter 
7GO, Slal\llt·r. 11( 1970, which :uurndccl Section$ 210(10, 21000.\ :111d addl·d 
S1:t:1io11 2lOUO.i', cll'cdivc Jan11ary I, l!179; 8) Sil :wn, Clt;1pl1·r 10!1'.l, 
Stalutc~ of 197U, ai11c1HI~ Scclil>n 21080, clfrctivc Ja1111arr I, l!.)7!} (St!C:lion 
21000, ns n111t'nclcd in thi~ bill, wpc:rscdt•s Ilic same r.c:(:lio11 i11 SIi 200'.I) . 

Amcnchnr.nls c-11:1ctcd in l9i9 were: 1) An G•l-1, Chapter Ill, S1at11t1·~ of 
l979, wliid1 :i.1111:ndccl Sc<:1io11 2l l67.3 rfforti\'(' M:ty 24, 1979; 2) ,\B 1079, 
Chapt<·1· :1:17, S1:1tnh'~ of I~7!'1 , whkh a.11u·ml,·d S1-rli1111 '.? I0/10 (S11pl' l~(' tlt·<l 
b>• All 15:1-l), d kr.li\'c July '1.7, 197!1; :I) All 15'.H, C.:h:ipl<·,· (i!)7, S1:'ltllll'S 
of J979, which :1.111r llllc<l Seed on 21000 (S1•r1im1 2 I 000, as :lllll' IH!t·d in this 
hill, s11p1:1::rdcs the: same St•ction in All 1079) :111d rcpl·:1kd ~t•rtioll, '.?1005, 
2100.'i.5, and 21005.G, cffc-ctivc j:'\11u:1.1y 1, l!JP,O; •I) SIi GOG, C.h:1ptcr 917, . 
St:'\lutcs of 1!)7!J, which :i.mcuclcd Sl·rtions 21000 :\ll<l 21001, rifer.live Jan-
11:wy I, l!JIJO; .'i) SIi G72, Ch:q,wr !Jill, Slal1 H(·i; of l!li'!l, · which :111w11d1•d 
Section 210130.!J, effective J, H)OO. 
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Comf,ri.ring Chil plcrt 1, 2, 2.5, 2.6, 3, 1, 5 & G, 
))i1.1frici11 1.'J, J>ul,(ir l?t!sc,1rrccI Cu1l1: 

CHAPTER r. POLICY 

21000. The Lq~islaturc li11(ls :mcl dt:cl:m:s :l:i follows: • 
(a} The maintcnanrc of a q11nlity cnviro11111c11t for the people of this 

,tat1: llOW a11<l in tl1t: fol11n: is :l 111:1t1cr of st;lll:widc co11cem. _ 
(Ii) It is rn:rcs:;a1y to pro\'hlc a hii;h•q11alily 1:nvirnnrnc:nt lhat at all 

ti111c:, ly l11:a!t!1ful a11d ple:1-~ing [o tl1c ~t!llSC~ aucl inlclb:t or 111:ll\. 

(c:) Then: i:; a need lo un<l r:rsland the rdnti<ln~hip llctwcc·n {lic.i 111:iinlcn
nnc,: of hi1:l1-q1iality ecolngic.11 sy.~l1:111:; :ind 1111: g1:11~r:-tl wc:lfoni of th,: proplc 
of ll1t~ slat,:, im:ludin[~ their c11joy1111:nl of tlic naturnl n·so11n:cli nf lite ~tntc:. 

(1I) Tia: c,1pa1:ily of the cnvirn111111:11t i:. li11iitl'd, nrnl it i.s llw i11tc11l (){ 
tlu: L1·l'islal11n: that the L(l)1•,·n\11w11l of 1111: sl;1lc: lak,, i1111111•dial1• :;lcps lo 
iclcn1i1y' auy crilirnl 1hrt:sl;ol1ls for the lwallh a11d ~afcly of lhc p1:oplc of the 
stall: a111I lalu: all coordiuakd at:lion:, ncccss:uy ' lo prcvclll su1:h tl11•,:~liol1ls 
111:iui: n·ad1_c:1]. : 

(c) Evc•iy dtiwu hn:i n rc:1;po11sihili1y to cont1ilmlc to lhc prc~~lV:\lion 
n11il c11ha1H!C?1t1t:11t of tlic enviro111111:11t. , 

(f) 'rhc inh:rn:latiomhip of policies nn<l prnct.icc~ in the m:ubgcmcnt 
· of 1int11rnl resources nn<l WlL~lc dh:posal rcquim1 systematic and concerted 
clfC1rts hy public nnd private in tcrcsts to cnhn11cc environment ill ci11nlily 
nnd to control cnviro11mc11tal pollution. _ 

(rr) It is th1: intent of the Lcgislalmc that :ill agencies of the slate govcm
mcn~ which 1·cg11la1c nr.tivitics of privnlc individun.li., corpor.\lions, and 
public ngcncics whid1 arc fo1111d to affect the CJU:\\ity of the 1:11viro11111cnt, 
sh:111 rcg11latc such :ictivitici ~o (lrnt major cousiclcralion is given to pre
venting cnvironmcntnl d:u11a~c, while proviclin/{ 11. tfoccnl hllmc i1nll s:1tis
{yi11g living c11viro11mc11t for cvcl'y Californiun. 

[Arncndcd: Gimpier !Wi, St;LL11tcs of 197!l] 

21001. - The LcJ.;islaturu !u_rlhel' ljncls and dcd.:ircs thnt it is the policy o(
the stutc to: 
. (n). Develop nod m:~iutairi a high•t1tmli1y l'1wiromnc:11t now .and in the 
luturc, untl t:,ku ,tll acli<)n nc,:cssary to prolc',!I, rchaLililatc, nml enhance 
the cnvironmcutnl <1unlity of Lite :.talc, · 

_l 
• (b) Tnko nil nct1011 nccc~sniy· ~o provide the pcor.lc. of this state ,i·ith 
· clean nii· nnd waler, · cnjoyuwnt of ncsthc1ic, -rn~turn, scenic, Md histo1ic 
environmental 9ualitics1 nnd frccdo1ii from cxcc~sivc noise. 

(c} Prevent ·dw cli111i11a1ion of lii.h 01· wildlife s·pccics due to 111:m•s 
· nctivilics, insure that foh nncl wildlifo populalion:; do J\Ol (li-op l>cluw ~clf

pc1vch1ati11~ llwcls, ,10<1 prc:~crvc -for fut11n: ~1:nc:rntiom l't!IH\'scutatiom of 
nil pln11t nmt auiiual co1,1111111lilics and <:xa111plc.'I of thu mljor pi:l'iods of 
Califomia history. 

(d) E11~11rc: that the long•l<'l'1n p1:Mcc1ion of th~ caiviroomcut, rnn~i,h•11t 
wilh the provisiotl of a dcl'l'nt lmn1c nml suit:,hlc lh·ing t·uviro111111.•11l fur 
cvc1y C:i.hforninn, shall L>c the suiJing crilcriol\ in public. dcdNious, 



r) Crc:ile :rnJ maint:un roriditions under which mnn :tnd n:i.turc c.m 
t in prod11ctkn harmony to fulfill the social o.ncl economic requirements 
>resent m:cl (11turc gcncr:i(ions. 
:) Rcquin: .c:o\·1:1·nm<.:rilal agcncic.~ nt n.11 lcvcli: to develop sland,irds 
pmc:rd111·,·~ 11cl·c:~~:iry lo protect cnvironincnt::il qu:i.lity. 

d Hrq11i rr. .r.:ciwmmenlal :.s-t·nr.ies at all levels to consider gualitativo 
.ll's :1~ ,,Tll as 1'ro110111ir. nnd tt:dmical factors nnd long-tcnn benefits 
i-o~t::, in :t lldition to short-lt•m1 b,~nefi!s :rntl costs :md to consider alter

,·,·:-: to pl"tJpmcd aclion~ nffccting the environment, 
(A1m:1.1tki~l: Cliaplcr 9+7, St.llules- of 1979] 

.nn:!. '!'111: l.q.:i~lat11n~ finds :inti clrcl:1n.:~ lh:i.t it is tho policy of the 
· lliaL 1111l,l ir a1~t·11('ks ~l1011ld not approve prnjct.l~ ns proposed if there 
f1•a~ihlt• :1lt1·rn:1tivn or fr:isihlc mi\igation na:=isurcs ;w;tilabl~ which 
Id s11hst;u1tiallr lrs•;c11 1111: .~i1r11i!ica11t CtWil'OlllllCl\lal c!Tt:t:IS nr such pro
' :11111 that Il ic pr11<'l'1h11·1·s rrquin:d Ii)' this tli\'isio11 nrc intt'nclccl to nssist 
it· :11~•·11r.ic·~ in :-ptl·m:ilically idc:ntifrin~ both \he ~i~nific.;111t effect:: of 
nw<I projtTls :11111 the fr;1sil,lr. :ihc:rnalivcs or fr:isibh: 111itig:1.lio11 inca
' wl1id1 "'ill avoid or suhstnnti:i.lly lc:sscn s11r.h signific:int dfr.cl$. The 
,lat111r (urtlll'r fi11cl~ and dc•dan')I !lint in the r\'l'llt ~rcci!ic: t'CClnomic, 
I, nr ot!wr t·o1uli1iom 111:11,c inrc•nsiblr. such projrct nltemativc.~ 01· sucl1 
:,1lit111 1111·.,~1111·:1, i11divid11al projc1·1s 111;\y he npprovctl in spite of one 
,·] 111orc ,-i1.;r.ific·:i11l c:ITt•cls thnroL 

[Added: Chaplet' l '.112, St.1.tules o( 1!)76} 

002.1. Ill order to achieve the objectivC's set forth in Section 21002, 
L1:gisb111rc lincls and ~cclarcs tlint th!! following policy shall apply to 
,~c of environmental irnract reports prcp:ircd pmsunnt to the provhio11s 
,11; t livi~i,,11 : . 

) • 1'111i j111qmsl: <if :\I\ cnvirorm1cnlal imp:1.ct report is to identify the 
fir:,:it d :-1Tt:1 of :1 projcr.t on the environment, to identify altr.rn:i.ti\'c:S 
11 projc,r1, au<I lo i11dir:ilu thr. 111:ulllcr in which :-uch signific:int cITcct., 
Ill' 111iti1;a1nl ()t' avoillcd. 

) Earh p11hlir. :t!~CllC'.y sh.,11 mitir:ate or n.void tho significant crrccls ' 
11• 1·nvirc,1111a·nt of projects it approves or carries out wltc11cvc1· it is 
1!<~ lo do ~o. . 
) fn Ill!' 1·v1·11t tli:it economic, sochl, or other condition~ mnlrn it in-
111, lo 111iti1,;1tt~ 011c: or more significant elTccls of a. project on the~ cn
:nc-111, str.·lt p r1,jcct m:i.y no11clhr.ks~ bo approvt'cl or cnrrictl out nt the 
:lion of a public :t!{cncy, provicbl that the project is otherwise per, 
!..lie nndl~r applir:1blc l:tws nncl regulations. 
) Jn :ipplyin~ tlrc policies of s11bciivisions (l>) :incl (c) to imlividu:.tl 
cl~, 1hr. 11•:.1iousihility of :1. p11l,Jic. a/~<:ncy which is funclioninr, ns :\ lend 
T ~li:ill d ill'rr frm11 th:1.t of :1. publ ic agency which, is fum:tionin~ :is 
pr,rnib!c arirncy. A p11blic :igr.nr.)' f1mc:1 ioninr, a5 a lend ar,-c11cy sh.i.ll 
n·..:p,m,il,ili1y (Pr romitlcrinr~ tlH: r:.ffcus, both individ11:d aml rnllcc• 

of all :11"ti\': lil':: i11\'olv1•d in :1. project · A p11lilic :ir,cncy func:lioninrr n~ 
•,,11,ibiL: :••:••111·r :,h:1ll have 1t·sp<1ti~ihilily for 1·.ow:idcri11g- emir Ilic _clfccts 
·,•,1: :11·ti\'i1il's in\·olvt'<I in a project, whk h it is n:quin'.cl Ly l:i.w l'o rA1.11"y 
r :1pprO\'<". The prnvbinns of this :a1hdivision sh:111 apply 0111)• lo de-

2 

r.isions by :1. p11hlic agency to carry 011t or :ipprovc n project :-.1Hl ~hall not
limit the scope of the comments such ngcncy m:i.y wi.di Lo m:tki! p•Jr:;ua.nt 
to Section 2110·1- or 21153, , · 

{Amcnc.Jcd: Ch:1.plcr 1200, Stnlu t<-s of 19771 ., 

21003. The Lr.gi~laluro further finds nnd dcdnrcs th:\t it t~ t.hc policy 
of tho stntc thn.t : 

(fl-) Local ngcncic:s inlc~~lc the rcquirc1nr.nl"> of _tlli~ <livi.~icm with plnn
ning :111tl cnvirol1111cntal rcv1r.w 1nocl•cl11rcs olltcrw1sc rcqt111nl b}' l:1w or 
b)' local prnctkc so that all such proccchtn;.~, to the lll:t.'-iltlurn ft-;1:-ili!i: cxlcnl', 
11111 l'011c11ncntly1 r:i.ther than con.~cculivdy .. 

(I,} Dnc:111111·11ls prcp:\rccl p11rm:111t 10 thi~ di\'j~iou hl~ 11rg:mi·1.1•1I :11HI 
w:-ittc11 i11 ~uch ;i manner that the>' will be mcruiin~ful :ind w.,•f:,I 1t1 1lt·
cision111:tkcri;. :,n<l to lhc puliiic. 

{c) Enviroumcnta\ impact report~ omit 11nnccc~~11y <lcsrriptions or prn
jccls and c111pli;L~i.o:l~ fr.isiblc 111i1igntio11 mcarnrc~ and nltcrnativr~ to projcr.ts. 

{cl) Tnforma\itlll clcvt'lopccl in i11clivicl11al cnvim1111wnlal i111pan rrport~ 
ba i11c:oqmmtnl into n. data b:isc which c:111 he u~ccl lo rcd11n: dc·b)• :1Tl(I 
duplicatiou in 1m•paration or mliscqm·nt c11viro1111u:111:il imp.td rc:pc,rt~. 

{c) l 11forrJ1alio11 d1!\TlO)lt'll in c:11viroumt:t1l:1l impai:t n:J1t11'1s cm·t•ri11!,: 
lnrc~1:1· gt·1•1~rnpl1kal n.n::is b~ usc•d lo ro11tril111lc lo i11fo1rnatio11 ll'<p1in·tl in 
~pcdfk e11virm11m:nt:1\ i111pac:t reports. 

[Added: Ch:1plc1· l :l 12, Slalulcs of J!>'lf>] 

CHAPTER 2. SHORT TITLE 
21050. Th.is division shall he known nn<l rnny be cited ns the Californi.i 

Environmcntnl Qm,lity Act. · 
[Amcmlctl: Clt:iplc1• 1:!12, Stat11lcs of l!)"IG] 

CHAPTER 2.G, DEFINITIONS 
[Atltlcc1 by Chnplr.1· 11!i1, Stalules of 1972] 

210G0. Unles5 the context olhcrwi5r. rcq11lrc~, tlw 1ldini1io11s in this 
chnptcr govcm the comtnu:tio11 of _thi5 c\ivisio11. 

210G0.3. "FriHcrgcncy" Jlll':11111 n sucldcn, .1111r.xpnrlccl occurrcr1c1·, involv
ing :,. 'clr.:ir .\ml i111111irn.:11l clau1;cr, dt:111:111lli11g i111111tHliate ':i<:lion 111 prevent 
or mitir;nlc lo~s of, m· dnrn:igc to, life, health, prop1'.1ty, or cs~<:111i:il puhlit: 
sr.1,•iccs, 1tEmcrgcncy" includes i:11d1 occuncncei: as fir~,- lloocl, c;1n'1rp1:ik{•, 
or olhci: soil or geologic mc-vc111cnts, as well ns such occurrence~ :1; riot; 
nccidcnt, or s:i.bot.,gc. 

{Added: Ch11ptc:r 1312, St:itulcs of l!l7G} 

21060.5. "Envirn11111cnt" 1ncans lhc physit·nl C'omliti1ms which c~isl wi:h
in the nrc:\ which will be aITcctcd by :1. propcisrtl project, i11cludi11!~ kind, :1ir, 
w:1Lc1·, mincral.s, flr)l~l, fa\111;1 no;sc, ol.ijt'ds .of hi~loric or :w~t h l'lic signi1 

fie:incc . 

2 l06 I. "E11\'i ro11111cnt:il in:imct rcporl" n,,~all.!; a d1:t:1ilrcl ~•a IL•1111·111 ~t·l
ting forth the m:Ltlcr~ specified in Sc<:tiom :!I 100 n11d 21100.1 ; prP,·idc:,I 
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---

idor:11:itinn <•:· d;1.t:i •,•: liich i:; n:icvant h> .mc:1 n slatern::a: an<l b a 
,·.- 11f pt1l,lit: record oi- 1s 1;cnc1·;t![y :1vailalii1~ !t> th1: pt1blic need 11nt l>t: 
lll'c! in i1~ t·111i1'd)' in ~11r.li xlatc01<:11t, hut lll:ty ho ~pccilic:dly dtc:tl as 

•;,)111'ci: (Cir rnr1r.lusin11s ~lall.:d tlic1ci11; illlcl prnvi1lcd furtl wr that such 
·1 i1::tion ll: d:1:a s lt:111 lie h'rid!y dcst.dlit:tl, 1hal ii:; rdation:,hip lo the 
:·111:11ic-11tal i111p:1ct n·pnrL 1,h;1ll lie i11dicatc<l, :111£1 that tlw sO\ll'CI! there~ 
1:dl hl: 1~•;,~11ll:il,ly availahh: for i11sp1:clion al :i J)lllilic place_ ur public 
!i11g. /\n 1·m·ir<.J1l:llt:nt:il i111pacL n:port aho i11C:!11tlcs any 'co11111wnls 
Ii :1rn o!i1ai11cd p11r~11a11t lo Scc1io11 2110•~ or 2115:11 or which nrc 
.ir,•d to 11,• ol1l;liiwcl pu1-s11a11t to this dil'isinn. 
11 rnviro111111)111al impact rcp<1rl i~ an i11fom.1;itioirnl document which, 
II ils prrp;1r;1tiou is rcquirccl by itiis" division, ~lwli l.,c" cons]<lcrcc~ hy • 
y puhlit: :,)!1'11t'.)' prilll' tn its apprM,11 or cti~app roval or a proJc~t:_ I'hc 
,,,w of a 11 ,·11 \'iro1111wn1,:1l i111pacl report ii; to ·j,rovitlc 'pi1blic :iir~ncics and 
;11,lili,· i11 •;•· 11 ta·.1I wi1h cll'laili·cl i11(orn1alio11 ahcml the effect which a 
,,,~,·d p rojr•ct is lihl)' 10 hav1: 011 the: 1:nviro11111c11lj 10 list ways in whi1:h 
~iJ:11ific;u,t e·lfrl'lS nf :mch a project mighL hi: 111inl11fr,.cu; nml to indicate 
n1:1ti1"1·~ lo :,1wh ;1 pn,jccl. 
1 ,,rd~,,· lo focili1:,11: titt: use nf cnvironrn1:ntnl iinpnct reports, public 
•1rin sh;ill n-quin~ 1h:1t such reports conl:i.in ill\ index or table of con• 
~ a11d n s11111111;11y. F:1il11rc to include such iudcx, lnbl<? of coi\lcnls, or 
:u1:1ry !iliall 11<>t con!i ti111tc i\ c:auS4.! of nclion pursunnl to Section 21167. 

!1\111emlc<I: Chapter 1312, Sta.lulcs of 1976] 

tO(i 1.1. "F,·asiblc" means cnp:lhlc of being nccomplishcd in n success
rn:rnncr witl1in ;1 rcnsonablc period of time, laking into account cco

.,ic, c1wiro , t1111: n1:1I, srn:i;tl, aml tcch11ologica.l factors. 
(Added: Chnptc1· 1312, Stnhllc1 of 1976) 

~ tofi2. "J .,wal ilJ:l'llcy" nu:ans nny puhlic nrtcncy otltl•1· ih,nn n slnte 
111 )', ·board, c•1· ,·01111n issio11. For p11q1os1:s of this division, :i. redevelop
,: l a,:cm:y :i 11'1 :", .1;,t·::d :igcncy ronuation cmnrnission ;frc loc:ll ngcncics, 
! 11,·i1h1:1· j,; a s1at~ ai~cllc:)', hn:tnl, 01· commission. 

IAmeuth:d: Chapter 222, Stnl\1lc_s or Hl75] · 

! :oti:I. ,!'Jl11hlk :l!{1:nC)',. in~:luc\cs(~11yl~1atc ngl!I\:_)', l!°ar~l) ~r co1;_m~!7~~i_<:!!t 
,• cu1:11tr, cit~- :1111! cm1111y,""<:11y, r..:~w,.1_aj~~c11c):,_.1~~1hl1c d1stncr,fcdcvc!op•
::,1 · :1 !;1:111:)', or ullll'r pulitkal :illhilivi~ion. ---· ~-· ~· · · ····-··" ·• • 

:! IOfi"r, "Nq~at kc dccfar;ltion" 1uc;U1$ n written s'tnlemcnt briefly d~ 
·:liirn~ the n::1-'<}I\S that i\ propo,;cd pr()jcct wil~ n~t havn ~ significant cf. 
:.t m:' the c1wi ro111111i11t ;iu<l <Illes noL rcq\.1ira the preparation of nn environ• 
::Hal i111p:lt;l report. 

l,\dtlcd: Chaptt!r 1312, Stnlutcs of 1976} 

:'.lllfi5. "P.rPjcr.t" 11H::urn the following : 

{::) Ar.li\·i1i,·~: ditw:tly un.t?crt:ikcu by any. public nscucy. • . 
iii) Artivi ti,.s 11111l l'rl:\ktn ht a person wluch 11rc. supported Jn whole or 
j,;,n tl1ro11~:li c-1111 lmr.l:., g-rnnts, ~uhshli1..'ll, lo:-.ns, 01· 01hcr forms of assbtnnc<: 

·•111 ,i"111• or 11:n,·,,. puhlic: n1.:c111:ics, • • 
I 1·) i\i•tivi li,·~ i:wolvi11ir tlw issu;\11Cc 1<> n person of n lease,. pcmut, _hccnsc, 
,·,iii,-;\u:, or ,,1lwl' rn1i1 kmcnl for 11~c hy one c,r more public ngcnc1cs. 

210li:3.5. ''G,:nihcrmal c:,plor:itory pr-ajccl" mc:in, n projtct ::!. tk\ 111ctl 
i11 Ser.lion 21065 c/>1JljHlSC:~ of po~ rnori: tli:m ~i:-: wells ;rntl ::~~m:iatctl rlrill
inrr an<l testing 1:q11ipmc11l, whosr: c.hkf one\ orl~inal pmpor.-: is !o cv:i\ ua ic 
lla: pn:!:t·11,c :111d c:haracwristit:.~ nf i:ruthcn11al rcs<,1ir,cs p1fo1· 10 c:m111nvr1cc
mcnl of n geothermal lidd clc,·c:loprnc111 project as ddirwd in :-;,:c1io11 
G:i92U.5 o{ the Gov1:n11111:111 Code. \\'t!lls indutlt·cl wi1hi11 :1 ,~coll1<·1111al 
t!~pl1,ratniy project 1m1st he loc111:d :\I lc:asl ,irw-lialf 111il,i ( rnlll !:1·01l11·n11:il 
dcvdopnicn L wdl~ which arc i:ap:.blc of produci11~ ~rn1hc:n11:d n•\011n.:cs 
in to1111iwrcial q11a11ti1i,~s. 

[/\cltlcll: Ch:lptcr 127 l, St:ll11lcs of 19781 . . 
:? ltlG<l. "Pcr::nn" includes any pcr:;0111 (irm, ,mocbticin, 01'!{ani~:1tion
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part111:11;J,ip, l11d11c$s, Lrrnt, corporatio111 cou1p;lny, <lisuir.t, cm11,tr, city 
:u1d .,:~1t!111y, dly, town~ ,tliu stale, and nny of the ni;cnciu :1111I p,1li1ic:1l 
s11l11hv1:aons of i;u1:h cn1111cs. 

210(i7. "Lc:id n1:-cncy" mcnns the public agency which )1:1.S the princip:il 
rnspousil,ilily (111' cnnyint{ out or npprovinp; n. projr.ct ,vhich 1·11ay li:wc :1. 
:;i,:11ilicant t·fl'c<:l upou 1hu 1!11viromncnl. 

2101ill. "Si,:11Hir.ant clfo:t cm the 1:11vironmcnt11 menns :i. iuhsl;mti:ll, or 
poll'l\lially s11bl:1111i:d1 :11h-c1~:ii di:ing-<i in the environment. 

[Acldctl: Chapier 1:H 2, Statutes of 197GJ 

2 lOG!). "R~sponsib!e ngcnr.y" mc:ms n public ngency, other than the 
lend ngcncy which has i-csponsibility for carrying out 01· npproi•ing n project. 

{Ad<lc<l: Chaptor 1:112, Statutes of 1976] 

CHAPTER 2.6. GENERAL 
[Adclcd by Chnptci- J154, Statutes of H.172) 

21080. (n.) facccpt n11 otlic1'wisc proviclc1l i11 this d ivision , this division 
shnll npply to cliscrctioniuy projects propoml lo he cnrricid out or npprnvci.l 
by public ngc:ndcs, im;h1~1in1f, but not limited tu, tl11: cnni:t111ent nncl ;u111:ml
mcnt of zoning ordinnnccs, ~he issunni:c of ?.Onin1r varial\C1·s, ·tlie is~uanr.e of 
1:ondilional uso pcrn1il!l nml the :lpproval of l1111tativ,1 s11bdivhip11 111apl! 
(except where such :l pr6jcct; is exempt from the preparation.-of 1111 ,~1wiro11-
mcnrnl impact rcjiort pun;unnt to Scctiol\ 2]l6G), 

(h) Thi!! tlivi:lion :.ha!I 11ot. npply In thci foilowing: 
. ( 1) M_ini~tc1-i.il projects proposed to,be 'carried out or ._np'pr'?,•cd J~y pub

ltc· ngcnc1es, 
(2) l~mcrgcncy .rnpair.1 to ptsulic service ,facilitics 'ncccss~ry to m:unfa.in 

service. · 
(3) Projccls 11ndc"rt:\kcn1 e,,.n·ied out, or api1roved by .i pttblic :1~ci1c:y 

·to m:iintnin, repair, restore, demolish, 01· i-cplacc pi·opcrty o·r far.ili1ic!I dam
ngc<l or destroyed as n result of n. clisastc1· in n disaslcr~~tric:ki:n nrc:i. iii ,vhich 
n ·state o( cn1e1-g-cncy Ian:; been prorlaim<:cl by 1110 Gpvcrnor Jllll'lliiant to 
Chapter} (commcnr.ing with Section 0550) .of Division I of Till!! 2 of 
tllCl Govr.mmcmt -C!oclc:. · · • · 

('1·) Spccil'fo nctlons) 1icccssnry to prevent or mlti,!fo\t~ n1\ cn11!_11rc11cy. 
(5) Projccls which a. public agency rcjccL'i o·r dis;1pprovcR. 



1\'t' i- 11;1111 r:,I. f<'.$011 rrt·., ::ffrr.lccl hy I he project which :in: hcl:I i11 In15t 

11: p1.-opl1: of the S!;tlc of C:difornia 111;1y rcq1u:~t one or more 111cct
·,·:tw1·,·11 11·pn-,a:u1;1(i\'1·~ 11[ rnr.h il!(•:ncics for the purpo~c of .issistini::
. ,d :11:•·i,c v In dc1.-1111i11t: t lw ~<'op1: :incl c:u11lt:1tl of the rnviro11111c11 1;'1 
: ,.1 ti,,:1 ·,11d1 1t·::1 ,omil,l1: a::cncy rnay n :qui1c:. Iu th,: r.:1sc cif :L project 
ilw,I i:1 ,:1hili,·i, it1n (c) pf Scc;tinn ~ IOG5, !:11,h :l rcquc:sl m:1y :ilso he 

ii r th,· l'n1j1-r1 :ipplir,1111. S11ch llH'l'li11g:: sl,:ill la: COll\'(~Cll·d liy 11,,: 
•~:•· rn ·i· .1-. ~r,on :,~ po~~iblc, ln1l no later than go days, nflcr they have 
1,·q11•·~1t·cl. 

III c,nlt•:· to cxp,:cliw the rcq11ire111c11ts of s1.1lidivisio11 (a), the Office 
11111i11!r :1r1d H.c:~t•:ird1, 11pon n·q11cst of a 1<:atl ~,gcncy, slt:1II nssist ~uch 
ig,·11q1 i:l d,:1c·rn1i11i11g- Ila: varioi1s n:spousiblc a~ericics nnd any federal 
il'S ,,·l1id1 h:l\'e rrsponsibility for tanyi11g- Olll or appravillf~ n proposed 
•;1. 111 1h ,· c.1:-c: nf a pmj,:cc tlt:.sr.l'illl'll in s11bclivision (t:) of Sr.clion 
>, s111:1i· a n·q111~sl 111ar ;,lso lir. maclc b;• the: prnjcct npplicnnt. 

I 111 1h,· 1·\T111 that a stale: ai;1!11cy is a rc:spol)siblc :igcncy or a p11bli<: 
,. li.n i11•: j,11'i~tlii-1inn Ii)' law o,•t·1· 11:ilural l't·:-01111:rs :dft·<:l1·d l,y d u: 

, 1 ,,!iii'!, :11 ,. li,·ld i11 ti w,l fo,- tlu: l'coplc of lh1: Stal!: of California, 
,·1 ,., th,· n•q11i11:11 u-11l!. or s11h<li\'ision (;1), lhc Ollic.c of Planning nntl 
:11•h ~ti.di r11s11n• 11ml the i11(11nna1iou required hy ~uhdi~·ision (a) 
'"111in1•,! 10 tlu: lt::id 11~1:ncy wilhin tl1c required lime pr.doc!. 

l:\111l:11cbl: Chaptcl' 11 lj, St:\111Lcs of 1978] 

tm.5. (a) Wh1·n th~ n~gulatcH'y program of n stntc ngcncy, boiml, 
11 11nis~i1)11 n:11'1in:~ a plan cw other wrillt:n <locumcntalion, rontnining 
l11awnt.1! iufor111ali(>11 ancl r.0111plyin1t with the n:c1uircmcuts of pnr:i.• . 
I (:1) of :-11lnli\'isiOI\ {cl) or 1his section, lo he _Slllnnillcd in supp0l't of 
,( 1iu- :i,·1i1 iii,•:; li,,h'd in :,11lulh·i11io11 (I>), s111:h pl:m or othc1· wriucu 
1:l'l1i;11iu11 lll:1)' lw :rnl11ui1tt·d in lin, 11f tlw ('1wiron111c11tnl i1npac1 rr.pnrt 

11 ·d 1,r 1hi;,. dh·i~hm; p ro\'iil"d, that the St~crda1·y or the ltcsourcc:1 
,·y t.a~ 1·,·ni!i,·il tl1i: rq:11laln1y pr111tri\m purlill:\llt lo this sc:r.lion. 

1 Tli,: 1:i,1vi:-:i11m, of this sm:iion siiall apply only to. t'cguln.tory programs 
-r:i,,ns i!,, . .,.,,f wbid1 in\'olvc: 
1 T iu: i~,i:a1wc to a _person of n lcasr:, permit, liccl\sc, ccrtificate1 or 

1·11titl,·11,c11t {Pr 11sc•; or 
1 'l'lw .,.!,,ptinu nr appniv;,I of :,l:111dar<l$, nrlt·~. 1-cg11\atio11s or pl:'\ns 
•,· iH 1ht· ·1•·,;11l;i1tiry prn~r:\111, 

:\ n·1~11b wr;· pn1gr:111, cc:r1ific<l pursmmt to this scctfon ·is exempt 
d:l' pn1\ ;~ions nf Clmpter :'I (commc11ci11g wilh Sec.lion 21100) nnd 

1c1· •f t1:ti:11111<:11ci 11!{ with .$c:clio11 21150) of this division :md Section , 
, In nic!t:1· 10 cp1alif)' for rcrlific:llion pursmmt to this ~cction1 n rcgu
• p 1'0:,;r,1,,1 ~!tall n·quirt: 1_1tifo•.a1ion of ,m intcrdis1:ipli~:\()' ~Jlj)l'O:t~h 
: wiU ,·u,111<1 1111: int<:gr:11!:<l use of the nn.l11ral n11<l social :;crcnccs in 
,,1,m:11.i; ..111d .,hall 111cd nil of the (0Howiui4 crill!1fa (~ic); 
, 'l' la· .,•11;,blir1~ kgi.,latiuu of tlw rcgul:1101)' pmgratn sli.111: 

lt,:-hH\,· pi ,111·t:1inn of Liu: c11viro1uncnt nmon~ it~ priociplll purposc!i, 
Cm11ain a111\iorit>' !or llic n<lmiiiistc:riug nrrcnc.y to prom11l1rn.1c nilcs 

:l::d n-1~11lation!I fo1· the pmtcction of tin: environment, guitl'.'ti by r-1:rnth nl:; 
set forth in t}1c c11.\hlin~ lcgbln.tion. 

{2) Tlw nilcs am\ rcgubtiom acloptcd by the administering agency 5hal1 ~
(i) R,:quirc that a11 activit_y will 11~! h~ appr~\:ccl ?r advi,tl'cl ;1s propl)~.d\ 

if th<:r.: nrc foasililc a!li:rnao,•es or 1c;t.~1b)c rnillgatwn 1111: :i.\111\•:; ,1•::111:thll· 
\Vhich wn11hl s11li~l:111ti:illy lessen a11y si1;11ific:111t adverse i111p :1c1 \d1ich the 
activity rnay h:wc on the cnviro11mcnl. 

(ii) Induclc rpiidclinc~ for lhc orderly c~ali1:1tion of prop_osct~ nctivitic.s 
nnd lhc prcp:ira1io11 of the plan or other wn~lcu cloc1111H:11lnt1on 111 n 111a11-
111:r i:onsis1c11l with tli,~ environ111c:11tal protection purposes of the rcg11la1oiy 
jll'llJ!l',llll. 

(iii} lt1:1j11irn the administering agency to conS\llt wit~ , ~II p11hl!c. ~gcncicsr 
which h;ivc juri~dktfon, by law, with respect to the proposed :ir:I 1v1ty. 

(iv) l~cquirc that f!n:11_ nr.tion 011. the propc,::c~l activity. ind11cl1· tlut \1:rit
lcn rc~pous,·!i of tlu: 1srnmg :111thtmty to :.1gn1l1cant cnv1ron111cnt:1.I points 
rni~:·cl d11rin1~ tlic cv:\h1ation process. 

(v) H1:1111irc 1l1t: lili11n or a notkc of the tlecision Ly lh1: :11lini11istcrinu 
ar,crn:y t>tL the prnpnsi•tl :11:tivily with Lhc S1:1:rclary of the R1!srn1rc1.·~ Agency. 
8;1rl1 n•1lii:1:~ shall Ii,: iwaiblile: foi- p\1ullc inspection, ancl :1 list or such 
11111i,·,·!i ~Ii all Im p1):,l1:d on a W\! t!~ly b:i.Ss in the o!)ici.: of, the licsourccs 
A1;c11cy, J•:ad1 such li~t :-h:111 rc111:11n posted for a penou <>f :JO cl:l)'~. 

(vi) ltcquirc notice of the. tiling of tltc plan or other wrillcn c~oc1un~•-\I.\• 
tiQn to Le made to the p11bhc and lo nn}' person who requests, 1_11 ,~•r1t111g, 
such notification. The n0Lilica1ion shall be made in n manner that will pro• 
vide the public or nny such person with suflicicnt time to rc\1i1iw ,rncl com
ment on such filing. 

(3) Tim plan o,· other written dticumcultllion rc<p1ircd h)' the r~~~111a
tory pror:r:im shall: 

(i) Include a dc:.c1iption of th!! proposed nctivity with a\lcrnativcs to the 
activity, and rnilif;-:,1io11 an1:nsm•c:i to rninimi1.c any si~11ilir.:111l a,l\'l,,'Sc c11vi-
ro1\mcntal impact, _ 

(ii) Jlc available for,n. rca5onablc limo fo1· review nnd coim111mt hr otl.rr 
public ngr.nciL•s nnd the gcncml public. 

(o} The Srcrct:uy of Ilic Rcso11rc~s /\gt:ncy sh:\\! ccrtify -~ rr1~11l:-it01y 
prog1·;11n wl,ic:h the: sb:rclary d1:lcim11ncs mccls all Ult:. 'l":i)1h(·;111nn:; for 
certification i.c:t forth in thh st'clio111 amt 'withdrnw curt1ficat 111n m, .tl('lcr• 
mination that the regulatory prowam lms .hc~n allcrctl :m tliat it 1111 1011.~cr 
mccls imd, <p1alific.ltions. Ccrtifir·a1ion nnd \\·itlid!'a\\';11 of n~r1ili1·a1i,,n sl1all 
occur ~oly nflcr compliance with Chaplcr •L5 (commcnci11g .with Scc1io11 
11371) of Parl l of Division 3 of Title 2 __o( the Government Code.. 

In dctcnni11ing whclltcr or not n rc.i:11ln101y pro!{i·am llH'C'l~ tll'.' 1l11:11i
fic.alions for r.crtific;iti,111 set forth in this section, tlic inquiry' nf 1hc Si.:t:• 
rclary ,,f the Rc~ourccs Ai;cucy :;hall ci.t7n~l only to tht: c111rs1iun, u[ ~~·hi.:lhc1· 
\he re:1~11l:1lory program 111ccls the gcnc-nc l't·q11m:111c11t.~ of ~11l,1\i,·1~11111 (d). 
The inq1:iiy i;l,all 1wl o,:tcnd to _individual dcdsirnu to _he 11·:irlu'd. llllllc•1· 

sm:h n i~ul:ilor)' proi,:1•;1111, i11th11lm!t lhc n,Jhll'I: of spt•1:1fic all1·n~.11,~·~•t· 111· 

mili;talion mc!;uurc:1 which 1ni1,hl be p1:oi1nsud. to lcsseu :my s1g111hca11l 
.idvcrsc c1wiron11.•,tnl cl'Tccls of the nr•.1-.,!ly, 



.

111 the <•,·1•n t th:it the Ser.rct:iry of the Resources Agency dctcnnincs th:i.t (i} That sl:r.h project is consistent witli a. spcr.if:c pl:m whirh h;,•, i} 
lhi· rq.; 11 l:1l11r~• pro~r:1111 s11li11dllcd. for ccrlific:ition docs not meet the :i<loptcd purs:t:int to Article (l ( commcncin~ w:llt .Scc1io11 /i'.i·l :iO ), ,\ n 

1 111:d ilic·at in:,s r,w rcrtil1c:Hiun ~\•t fl)rlh in this section, the ~ccrctnry sh:i.11 9 (con1111rnci111{ wilh Section 65500), and Artic:h: JO (cnnu111· 11<·i11_1: ""' 
:11:opt /ii,d:11!:s si:tli11g- forth the n·:1son:o1 for S\ldr dc:ermin:llior1, Section G5'.:i50) o( Chapter 3 of Title 7 of 1! 11: C:nv1·,·11,1w111 < :,111,;._,"r, 

\ f) ,\(1,•r a l'<'~tcl:1lnry prng-r:11n h:-1s been certified pursu,mt to this scc- the coastal :,.one, n. local co:ut:il pr(\g-r:l?n ccn ifil'.d p11 r-s11:111l 1, ,. ,\rli t:l 
1,<'11, :111 r l''"l'oH·d diangc in rnr.l, pro~m111 which conic.I affect compliance (co111111cncing- with Section '.10510} o f Chnplrr G nf Divisio11 20, 
\\i:h 1lwq11.tlitic-a1io11s for n·nifi,:ation spcciticd iu s1tbdivi~io11 (d) ni:1.y be (ii) Thal such pl:rn or pro~r:un was :1doptccl p11rs11ant le> 1111• p1111T<l 
~uli111ill1·d 111 tltr ~c·nTlnry of the Rc~urcts Agency for a review antl com- est:rhli~ltc<l b)' Articl1: !J (co111mcnci11K wilh Section (j:,:,00) c,( C'l1aptr 
11 1o ·! t t, Tlw ,c·nJH' of tlw ~ccr\'t:11y's rcvic-.w sh:i!l cxlcnd only to the C[licstion or Title 7 of tire Government Code not more than ri\'c yt·:u s piinr to 
,-! whr tl!c-r 1111' rcg11l:1101y pro~r:rn1 111cc1~ thr. generic requirements of finding made p111·s11:111t lo this sac:tiou, and, 
,11lidi1 i~ion t •! L Thr review shall not extend 111 individual dccii:ions to he (iii) '1'J1al such )lbn or pro~ram h:ts he-en 'the s11lijcr:t of ,111 rnvir 
,,,.wfwd 11111.ln wd1 n·gulatory progr:1111, inrl11di11~ specific allcrn:itivcs or 1uc-nt:il i111p:11:t rr.port, :md 
11,i1::.::i1io11 11 11".1~11 n•s wlfid1 might be prnpn~i:<l to lcsscn any significant :-id. (iv) That 1hr. r.1wiro111111:•ntal imp:ic:t report is suflidrntly cl,•1;1ibl 
\1""· '" ,· 11,·ir,,1111w11tal l'fl"<·r.ts or tlu: :ic:livily, The secretary sli ;1II havn 30 l that the si~:nilicanl :idvcrn: dTcc:ls of th~ project Ill! lht· rn\'ir:1 11m1•,11 : 
.!.q~ :d1 ,·1 1,·1,·i1it nf !-11d1 pni"po~1•d ch:1111'1: lo notify Ilic sl;1l1: :t"('llt:}' measures 1n·rrs~:11y lO 111i1i,talc or nv,)icl :ttl)' ~11rh f'ffrr.l~ ca1i lie tl,·1r n11:11 
J., ,.e1·cl, nr 1·..111111i~-.int1 whr.tlll'r llH! tiniposccl ·;·h:mge will nltt:I' tlie rcg1Satory 1 i11clmling- sif{niric:anl physical cffrr.ls on mdstilll{ slrurl1in:s ;rnd 111·ir,l1l· 
j•t••::1·alll ~" :l1.1t it 110 lr,11~•·r 11wcl.~ the: q11alific:itio11 for cr.rtification \'st:-ib hrioct~ or hiqork:d OI' :H·!\lhctic si!-!'11il1r,u,n• i ( any n~is1 i11 1111' ;,n•,1 I'll\"(' 
li,l'l"d i11 &hi•. v·,·1i,111 :111d will ll'~ult inn witlttlrawal of ccnifieation as pro by Ilic plau or progr;1111, :rn1l mcarnrr~ lll'l'l'ss:iry lo mil ig:i 11• ~url1 dl'i·
vidnl in thi~ wdiou. (2) }.1akr:; tlllt: or more of the finding~ :J!\ required pui-s11:1111 to S,·cl 

! '. ~) ,\nr :wtitlll or prorc1·ding to ntl:ic.k, rrvicw, set nsidr., voicl, or :mm1I 210!1 I. 
:, d1·1l·n11i11,;1io11 ni· decision of a slnlc ngcncy, bonrd, or commii~ion np ('.i} Fib ,1 nnl.ini of thr. dr.dsion on tlrr. proposrcl ar1h·i1r wi1l1
p,·11\'i ti!~ 111· mir:1_11 ini-:- :,. proposed :i~tivity _undc1· n rr.gt1l:t~ory progr:1m which _,. counl}' ch·rlc. Such 1101ic.cs shall he: av:iilahlc few pnl,lic: i11~p•·ni1111. :11H 
lt:1): bt'\"ll. rr, 11!1,·<l ptt r~nu.nt lo tlm .!\cr.t1011 on 1111: h:i.!11:o; th:it the plan or li~1 c1( :a1t"l1 11olk1•~ sh:111 h1: p11sll'd 011 a \\'1•1•klt l,:i~is i11 111;, ,,Iii,-,, .,f.,~fi:·~· wnt1n 1 ,l111·\l1111•11lat1011 prcp:m•<I ptll"lilla11t lo p.lrngraph (~!) o( sul> county clerk. Each such li~l shall remain posted for n pt"riod of ;i(I ,1.,
d1,·1s,<,11. (rl) dews 11ot compl)' wilh the provisions of this section shall be 

(h) As used _in this section:c1111:r,1.-11n•d 110 la 11·1' than :rn days from the date of the filing of notica of 
di,• :1ppr1iv;,I nr :1cloption of lire .lr.livity. (1) "Nd.1.:lihorhood commercial focili lil·s" nwans tlm~c ro11111w1ri:,I 

cilitic·s wlticli arc nn inlcgr:1! p:irt of a project i11vol\'i11g tl11• nm::lnwl,J,) Any :w1i111111r prnn·1•di111~ lo nllark, n•vii:w, ~ct :i~iclt:, void or :rnn11I 
of ho11si11g ;111cl which will s1•1 n: lhti n·sidc•nts of such h111t~in::·,"d,·1t·1111i1,.,1j..,. n f 1111: S1·n,•t:11y of 1111· Ri:sources t\~e11c,' lo ccl'lify a n:~u• 

(2) "Urhanizr.cl :in•a" 1111::rns :t <'Clllral diy or citirs anti ~111·1111111.!J.,1,,, r pro!:1,1111 p11rn1:111l lo this sc<·linn on the b:rsis thal till: ffg11lati1ry 
closc•ly ~t•lllccl lcrri101y, as dcrincd b}' tht1 Unitl'd St:t l t:s 1)1•p:irtnwr1l!''"~:r;1111 d 11,·s 1101 wmply witl1 tl11: prnvhions of this ~cc:tinn sh:ill be C:Oll\-

111,·11• nl wirl ,iu :iO d.t)'S af11•r r1!rtifir.alion hy lite :;ecrclar)', Co111111r1·rc lllll'e:111 of the Ccusus in the 1-'rdl'r:tl Rc·i~islt·r, Vohn,11· ::~,. ;-,:11 
bcr 115, fo,· Wcdnc~day, :May I, rnH, at pages l!i202-15'."W:I m:cl• a~ I"111 :111y :111io11 hi-ought unclt:r this subdivision, Ilic inqui1y slrnll cxtr.ncl odically 11pdatccl.rn_if\' 111 \\'l1r1l11•r llu•11: wa11 a pn•j11dil"ial ahnsc of discn:tion by the Secretary 

[Acklcil: Chapter '7GO, Sta lulcs of l!J7H],,j llw ){1'~<1t tl'1'1"S :\w·1u·r, Aln ,st: or d iscrt'lion is est;1hli1d1ed if the scr.rclary 
1:::., :1°1 pn11 ·1Tdc•1l i11 :1 111:mncr Il'C)llircd by law m· if the clclcrmiriation is · .21000.9. This division sh:ill not apply ~o aclivitit·.~ ;md :1ppn,v:1ls
11,,: _-.,q,pod,·d 1,r s11h.sl:111ti:il <•vitl,·1Kt:, . :my lnr.:il gowrnt11l'li°t1 :1s ddi11cd in Section :10109, or m1y ~t:11,• 1111i1t·1"l' 

• <ii Fett· 11... j't1q~o.s(•s of this ~cction, any county ngdcullur:il commis- 01· collc1~c, as ddinr.cl in Section :101 l!), :lo; m·ccss:ll)' for 1ht~ pn·:l:1r,1lirm :

~'"'"''" .!iliall lu- ro11rnll'rccl a ~talc agency. · ad(\plion of :\ local co:11.t:'ll progran1 or loug-r:1i1g1: bnd 11S<' d1• ,·t·lopa1• 
plan pursu~nt to Divi~ion 20 (com111r.ncing with Sl'l'.lion ~{)(l()O): prm·id[Aruc11dc:cl: Chapter 7GO, Statute~ of 1970) 
however, th:1l ccrlific:at:on of n local tn:'lstal program or lc,ng-r;111::1· la 
me dc:vclopnlC'nt pla11 hy Ilic C::1lifornia Co:1sl:1l CC1111111iss irn1 p11rn1:uH2 !000.7. ( :1) N'o ruvironmr ntal impnct rcpo1t or rn:gativc dcclnr:itiou 
Chnplc1· G (con11nc.mci11g wilh Section 30500) of Division 20 ~11 :,ll ht· ~•:.kill la• n•q1,irnl for :>n)' proj1:ct in\'olving tho comtruction of housing or 
jcct to the rcq11in•111cnls of thi~ division. For the purpo:a: of S,·,::i..11 2Wf:t'lt·:•:l,liorl,01,,I 1·c1111111~1Tial fa c:ililics in 1111 url>:inizcd area if the lc:td a~~ncy 

d,ws :di cir d,r following-: ., a r.1•ri:iccl )ocill co:1s!al program or l:i11g.r:111gc !:m<I 11st: d\'\Tl11p11wn t fl 
comlit11l1:1; a pl,111 for use in tl1c Galiforni:1 C11:i~l:1l Co11u11 i~·.i,111\ n·,:ub11

{I) Find•:. ;,f1,·r giving 11olit:c 1n1r.~11:111t to .subdivision (b) 01· (c) of prngrain. 
:.;,., t:rH1 210'1".! ;11111 follmdng the pr<wcd11rc prc-~cJ"ili(·d by Jaw ~,r regulation .. .. . [A111cmlcd: Chapte r 9Gl, St:1t11l1·~ of l!li!J}
wl,:, Ji w1111 l.l lw n1·rcss:11·y to make :t clctcrmination p ti rsu::rn t lCl Suction 
'.! 11 Hll).1 

1 ._ ·,·· -~~ 10~0 Pmsu:mt to the policy stntr.d in Sectiom 21002 :mcl '.! ](]M. I, 
' ·1• 
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:! l i 00. (:1) Whr.ncvcr n. sbte ngcncy, bo:ircl, or commi~sion npprovc5 
N l:1:tcrmi111·~ to c:1rry out :,. p rojc<:l which is subject to the provisions of 
;J,i~ tli"i~in:1, it shall file not iC(: of s11ch :,pprov:.\I or such determination with 
th· :,,·r11•l:ll'y ,,r !l11: R1·sc111rr1·~ J\f~t:11<:y. Sm:h 11oricc ~h:1.l! indicate tl1c dctcl'• 
111i1::11io11 oi tlic: :\.~mi:y, hoard, or comuiission whether the projr.ct will, or 
will not, h:wc a siR11fir:111t ell't:ct on the environment nml shall i11<lic.\te 
,r!u·thcr :111 1·11,·iro11 n1rntal iiupac:t report h:\S been JlrCllnrc<l pur.;u:i.nt to 
1:11• JlrLWisiw ~; o( this clivhion. 

(h) \\'lw:w,·cr :,. ~1:tlc :\.~cn<:y, honrel, or C'.ommissio11 dclcrmincs that a 
l•!r,ir-l't is ll«'l :,11hje<'t lo thr. provhions of thi~ tlivhion pum1;rnt to subdivi
i,iro11 (11) 1,f $1•c-lio1t 21080 or JH1rsu:mt lo Sl·ction 21085 01· 21172, :incl it 
=•!' 1•1 n,·,·~ or 1!L•1c-11 ninc:~ to cari)' out such pmjcr.t, it, or the pcrr.011 spcci fled 
i: , •,:il11fa-i,in:1 (Ii) <II' (c) n( Srclion 21065, m:iy file notice: of such <lctcr
;1 :i·•:1d1111 ,ii1h Ilic: Srncl:ity of tht' Rc~ourr.r.s At~cnq•. Any nolicc lilcd pur
" '·'"t to d,i, ~11l,di,·isi1111 I,>• :l pc1-:1on :-111·1:(ficd in imbcli"i~ion (b) 01· (c:) of 
.'-:,·,· tinu 21 ll! ;;i l-lt:dl have a 1:rr1iCic:\le of ck1r.r1ninn1io11 allachcd to it if,~ncd 
I,;- 1lt,· i.Calr a•~•·11q•, lio:-ir<l, 01· c-0111111ission rcspousil,hi for makinr, thn dctrr
:11i11:11i, 111 ll l'l t a prnj1•1·1 is 11ut sulijccl to llu: prnv;~io11s of thi.~ 11i,•ir.ion pur
:-1::111l lo sul,divi:.iun (h) of Sl·rtion 21080 or pu1-suant to Section 21005 ,or 
~ 11 i2. T h,· ,·,·rlirir:i lc: or lklrrmination may be in the form or n ccrti!ietl. 
n 1pr 11( a11 n:i~tin!{ <l1,<:t1111enl or recon! o( the sli\lc agency, bo:wcl, 01· com-
11,i,·::on. 

d1

(c-.) All ll" tin·s filr·,I p11r~11anl lo thi~ M'clinn sh:ill hr. av:iilahlc for puhlic 
i1:~i" 'i:ti1,11, a:11! ;~ li~l of Mtt:h notices shall be posted on n weekly \ml.is in 

1~ Ollicc or tlm Resources Agency. Each st1ch list shnll remnin posted for 
:, p<:riod of :!O cl:t)'-~. 

[/\111endcd: Chapter 561 Statutes of 1971] 

CHAPTER 4. LOCAL AGENCIE$ 
21150. !·ilatc ag1:11c·ics, hnarcls, and commissions, rc~pomibln for ruloenl

i:11! st:,tc o r r,•tlnal f11mls on n projcr l-hy-projcc:t h:ll,i~ to loc::tl agcncic., 
f,.r :111y pr,,i<·«'t whir.Ii may have n si1~11itic:,nt r.ITcct on the t'nvimnmc:nt, 
~!i., It n·1p1i1,· fr11111 tilt: rcsp1111siblc local govcrn1Hcnt:,l ngem:y .i detnilcd 
.~t;u1•1111•nl s•·1ti11:( forth th1: mallrt-i; ~pccilil·cl in Section 21100 prior to the 
:1li,.,.:11i«111 ,;r auy fonds <1llwr than fu11ds sold)' fo,· projr.cts involvinrr onl)' 
r,•;,·.1l1il ity (II pl.11,11i11,~ i:tudi.-~ fm' Jlll)'~ilil(~ ruwri~ :ir.1io11s which the H);cm;y, 
! ,n ; , I'd, or c·c•ru111i~sio11 h.\s not nppro\'ccl, ::iclopted, or hmcled. 

[Amended: Clmptcr 1154, Statut~:s of 1972] 

:!11:il. ,\ii local ngc11cie~ sh:tll prcp.i.rc, or c:,usc Lo be prepared by 
rr•!ltra«: t, ;111d ,·c-rlify lhc rnrnplclinn of ;in environmental impact repoit 
1111 :111y prn_j..,- 1 tlwy inlcncl to C.llT)' out or :1ppro\'e which m::1.y have a 
·,i!• 1ii :ir:i 1H dl'c r·t · cm tltc c11\'i1 011111c11l. When a report is rc11uir~d by Scc
::,,11 Ci:i•I02 of rlw <:0Vl'nt111«'llt C:mk, lhc cnvironnicnlal impact report may 
11,• •:111,111:!!<·•I ;,•; part n( tli:il l'l'jlllrt. 

lt\:11n,1lc·d: C.:li:ipt,·rs 9'll :wd 11!i·1, Stallllcs of 19'/2) 

:!11~1.:i . 1-:.,d, lnr:11 :1grnr.>' i;h:ill csl:ihlish, hy ordin:rncc 01· rcsol11tion, 
tim..: liruit~. not to cxcccu 011c year for completing :mcl ccrtiCying environ• 

10 

mcnt.:\I imp:ict reports, :md 105 cbys for completing nc~:itivc clrd:t 1·:11.iftM, 
for projects dl·scribed in subdivision (c) of Sc:ction 210G5. Such timl' fimi•.~ 
shnll apply only to thl)sc circumstance~ in which ~11ch !or.al :i,:,·:11·\· i, 

1

1!11'. 
lead a1;cm:y for a project. ~11ch onli11:\11ct:s or n:solutio11s 111:1y c•.,1.,l,li•.I, .Jj(. 

·fcrcnl time limit!. for <lirTcrcnl types or clam~s of projects, l.i11t all ~11d1 li,:1:ts 
sh:111 l,c mc:1rnn:d from 1hr. dale on which an application n·q1t(·~ti11!~ :11';,mv
al of such project is rcccil'l'd i'lnd ac:.ccptct! ;is co111pl1:l1: by thl· l,>r" :ti a;:r·11ry. 
The ordi11:inc1·s or rcsolu!tons required l,y this ~cctio11111a~• pl'ovidr f111· a rr.1• 
sonahll! cxll'11sinn of such time period in the cvr.nt lhal co111p~·li i11,: <:i1rn111-
sl:inccs justify :1cldi1ion;il tirnr. Md the project :ipplicant wn~1•11t~ tlH'1rlo. 

[1\lllcndcd: Chapter 11 l3, Statu tcs of I97Uj 

21152. {a) Whenever :i. local :ii;cncy approv<!~ or clr!l't'll1i111•~ lo ran-y 
Ollt :,. project which ii: mhjcct lo the provisions or this cli\'i~io11, ii sliall life 
notice of such :\f)prnvat or i;uch d1itcn11ina1ion with tlm 1:ou111y rk·rk of the: 
counl)', or couutic~, in which the project will be loc:at<'cl. S111:h 1111ti c:c .d,:ill 
indic;i.lc tlw d1•1cr111i11ation cl the Joe.al :i~cncy whc:hcr th1• pmjrr l will, 
or will not, ha,·li a signifi,::ml d'frct cm 1l11~ cnvirn11111c11t :111d ~h., ll i11clir:it1: 
wl1r.1hc1· nn r 11viro11mc11\:tl impnct report ha~ lx:cn prepared p11nmau: tci the 
provir.io11~ of this divi~ion. 

(h) Wltcnriwl' a lol';tl :1wi11r.y clclcrmin<'s tli:,.t a proj11r.l i:1 1:nt .~11h_kd 
to !he prnvisio11s of t..liis rlivisiol\ pms11:\Jll to subdivision (h) of S1·<'lio11 
2l0ll0 or p11n,11:111l I«) ~n:tinn 2Hlll.'.'> or 21172, anti it :ippr11.,·1·s Pl' th·t1·111:i1w~ 
to ca1·1y ou~ surh project,. it, or the person spcdficd in imb<livisi1111 (h) lit" 
(c) of Section 21065, rn:iy file notice of .mr.h dctcn11in:ilion with tlm munty 
clerk <>f the county, o,• co11ntic~, in which the project will be liwall·d. ,\11y 
nolicc lilr·cl p1mua11t to this 1>11hdivi~ion I'>)' :i pen.on i:p1:cilil•1l in , 1;l11li\-i,,j11n 
(b) 01· (c) or Section 2101i5 ~hall have: a cntifkalll of cl1·11·1111i11a l i1,:1 

:1ll.ar.hrll lo it i~sllell liy tlie loC'al ;,i;l·ncy re~p1111sihlc for 111aki11;: th,• 1ll'lrr
min:\lion lk1l a pmjcc:l is not suhjt:c·t lo tlt1: provi::ions 11( thi•, di \'i•,io111 p11r
s11:mt to mlalivi~ion (I,) of Section. 21Clfl0 or J>1111l11anl lo S1•ccio11 :!l(l:l.'1 
OI' 21172. Tit<: n :rlific:~tc of dclcrmin:iti,,lll mar he in lh(l f11r111 of.a n·11ili1·,l 
copy or an c.xisting document or record of llH: loc:al :igrncy. 

(C'.) All 11oti,·~·s frlc?cl Jllll'!.11:tnt lo Lhii. /il!C'tion ~hall he ;w:1il:1lil,· rm- p11l,lk 
inspection, nnd n lisl of ~uch notkc~ i;hal! ht' po:.t c:d 011 a ,11•<'k ly l1;1,i, in 
the ollire o( the county clerk. E:i.ch wch fol ~h:dl remain pu~ll'li for :i 
period of 30 cl:tys. · · 

[Amended: Clmplcr 56, S1:1tu1e~ or i'97-1J 

21153. Prior to complclh1g nn environmental i111pnct rcporl, e,·ct)' l11r:1l 
lend agency sh:1.ll cor,::ult wilh, and obtain comment~ fro111, c-ach n·spon~ihlc 
nr,cncy :\ncl :i.ny pulilic :igcnc)' which ha~ jt11falicliot1 b)' lnw with n·~pl'Ct 
to the project, and 111:1.y consult with nnr pe1');0n who h:l.~ spl·ci:tl t•~111:r ti5C 
with respect to nny environmental i111p:u.:t involved. 

( Amen<lcd: C:lt;iplct 1200, St:.tuks of l 977] 

211 !i4. \Vhr.11uvcr ;in>' state :ir:e11C>', l,oa rd, 01· r.om111i:-sin11 i~,rn·s :i:1 
order which l'Cljllirc5 i lo~:il :1gc11q• lo carry ont :\ prnj1:1·1 ,,·hir li 111:t)' lt:iw 
~ significnnt cllcr.t on the environment, a.ny cnvit"{)11Jllc111al i111p:1r1 rqmil 
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(<~) Any nction or procri:ding n.lleging thn.t n. public ~r;cncy hru im-
11rnpt·rly dctrimincd th:it :i. project js not subject to the provislons of this 
.! id•;:on p111-..;n:int to !\Ub<li\'ision {b) of Si:cLion 210130 or purs11:1.nt to Section 
:~Ifnl:i or '.!I i i2 ~h:\11 be 1:<>11mwncNl within 3.'.i cl::iys after the filing- by tl1c 
i'1:l,:it", ag,·:1cr, or pc1"mn spcci!i(•d in rnlxli·1isio11 (b) 01· (c) of Scctio11 21065, 
,,f 1lu! 110:i,·,· ;111thcwi7(:<l hr suhcli\'ision (b) o{ Section 21108 or subdivision 
(:,) c•( S,·, 1i1111 211:12. Jf surh rwti'rr. lia$ uot been filed, such nction 01· pro-. 
, 1·•:diug ~h.111 lw nllllHlCllCt:U within mo tbys of the p11blic ngcncy's <lecision 
:11 r,l11y mil rn· ;1pprovc the projr.ct, or, if a project is \lnclcrtal<en without 
;1 fnrm:il •i,·, i~ion 1J1 tlrn public Hgcnc}', within 100 <l:i.ys a(tcr commenc
ua :11 of d1t• projl·ct. 

(c) t\1,r ~,t:tion or pror..c<·cli111r allq,ri11g that any otJ1cr act or ombion of 
a p111t:it' :1·:1·1H)' dor:-; 11ot rnmpl)' with the provir.iom of 1his tll\'isio11 shall 
l w c11111: nc ·11n-d wi1hi11 :IO tl:1fi :tf1c1• the filin~ of the notice rcquil'cd by 
i;::i,di1·i~in11 (:1) of Scclion 211011 or suhilivisicm (:i) of Ser.lion 21152. · 

ft\111<·11clcd: Ch:1pl<'1' 1200, Stal11t1·s of Hl77) 

'.!) Ili7. I l II all ac·lions hro11nhl p11rs11ant lo Seelion 21 Hi7, including the 
lll'a1fog c,r :lllr rnd1 ·a<".tion 011 :1.ppc:i.l from the clcdsion or (l lower comt, 
:\i! cm1rL~ 1,·lwn•i1i m d 1 nctions .ire- or mn.y hereafter be pc:nding, shall give 
:,111"11 :wtio11,; prdcrc-111·<: Cl\'cr :tll 01he1· civil :1clions therein, in the m:\llcr 
o f H:ltinJ~ tiw ~:u11c for hc:ui111{ or trial, and in lic:trinrr the same, to the 
t· ml thal a:! !mrli actiom !\h:1.ll he quicl:ly hc:\1'(1 aml dctc1mincd. 

f,\cl d1:tl: Chapll'I' 1:n2, !->lat11tc~ of J!)7G] 

21 lGi.2. Tf no action or proceeding :tllrging lhat an cr1vironmcntal im
pa<' l repon clo~·s not r..ornply with the provisions of this divi~ion is com-
1:1,·n1·,•cl cl11ri111r the l)l)t'iod pn•sl:rilll'(I in ~ubdivision (c) o( Section 211G7, 
[:11' n,l'ir11111111·11tal iu1pact n·p<ll'l sli:1.II he <"<•11d 11i;ivr.ly prrs1:111cd lo c.omply 
•.,i1h 1lw 1,,·,,\·i~io11s -0f this division for pl11·iu1~cs of its use uy rcspon~ihlc 
a!:•·11,·irs, 11111,•,;s 1!11~ 1n·<1,•i~in11s of S1·di1111 21 JG(j arc applic:lhlc. 

[t\d<!cd: Chapter 1200. St,tl\ltCS or !977) 

~ I Hi7 .:i. (a) lf :111 :1c tii111 m· prncrcdini: allq;ing that rm r.n\'ironmr.nlal 
i11•p.•1·1 r.-p,•:·t dm,·)I rn•t rn111ply with Che prod!lion,~ of this clh•i:;iol\ is rc,m- · 
rw!1rnl d11 , i11•~ tlw p1:l'iod d,·scrilJ!'cl in S11hdivision (c) of Section 21167, 
•11n: if :u1 i1111111e 1ic.>11 i.; is:.ul·d prohiltiti11~ u,c: projl'cl from licng· carried out 
n:• :qip :-o\'•·d 1wr11l;1,.~ rin:,l d1·1t·l'111i11a1i,111 or tlw i.~~m! of :md\ compli:111t:c~, 
1,· •i'":"il,!,· .:o:,·11<'in: ~hall a~s1111m tJ1.\l lht· crwirnmnr.nt:il impact rqmrt for 
!: .,, proj1•n .!•~·s rnmply wilh the provisiom or this division ·nnc\ ~hall ir.5111~ 
n 1·1,11di:io1,:d approY.11 or di~appmval of such project acconlintr lo the 
ti1111·1ahlc f,,, . :11,~l'I\C'.)' :H·.tion in Arlir.lc 5 (c:0111111cnci11g with Sr.clicm (i5!l50) 
,,f Ch:1pt1·r ,:.5 of 1)il'i.~io11 I of Title 7 of lhc Govcn1111cnt Cock. A con
•l :1:1111:il a;ii•nl\'al sliall consliluh: Jll'nnis~ion to proccrcl with :i. prnjcct when 
a11,l •>:1:r \,·l.1·11 s1wh .ldion or procc1·rli11~ rcs11lls in a fi11:1l dctcmiillatioa th:lt 
ii,,, ,·nviro111uc·11 1al ir11p:u:t n:port· docs comp!)' with 1hc provisio11s of this 
di :i-.;1,11. 

(l,'1 f11 llu· 1·\1·11! llial nn attiou or proccccli11,r is co111111cnc:r.d :,~ tlc~crihccl 
i,1 ,11hdi,·i·.i,,11 ( :1) hut IH) i11j1111<:lic111 is sought :111d grantrcl, n·sponsi l>lc 
:11~•· 11r :,·\ ,!r:oll a~,111111.: 1lial tlai 1·11virn11m1·11t:il i111pacl report for the project 
,!..,·, .-0111p!y with !hr provhinns of this divbion a11d shall :,ppr<>vc or di~-

:,,pprove the project :1ccording to the t imct:i.blc fot· ~gcncy. n~t.ioa in ,\~\i_ctf.' 
5 (conuncncing with Section 65950) of Cbptcr 1.:., of !);v1~1on 1 _of_ ll tt,, 
7 of the Govemmr.nt Code. S\1ch :\pprov:\~ !il1:ill c~>ml1! 11 l<' :1•·11 111, ~•~m. t,> 
p roceed with the project ~•l the npplicant's rnk pl·11d111g h11:1l i!dc•r:,11:,,1t11>1J1 

of !(Uch nction or procrccling. 
(Amr.11dcd: Chaplc1· 0I, Statutes of I97!'>] 

21167.5. Proof of prim· service by m:iil upon. the pul,lir. :\~l'lll'Y <"a"\rry
ing out or appmvinrr th': project ~f :i ;'.ll'illr.1: nol1cc of .the ~nr.1_111~·11rr:11:r_i1t 
or nil)' ntticm 01· prorcccl1111, clc~cr~lx-d m ~c;~1on 211 G,7 1d~11t1f) ~11_.,_ th,1. p10~ 
jcct shall \;c lilccl concurrcnlly w11h the m111nl plc:id111g in SlH.lt ,1cl1 tm m 

proceedin~!· . . 
21 lfi'/.7. P.,·c1y pcnon who brings nn nct1on pum1:i.nt lo St·rt.1011r21 \G,7 

:-h:;ll comply wilh the requirement~ of Scclio!1 '.-H,l!I.G of the C111h: '.'• -~l\'1\ 
l'rorc1l111·c. ]•~,·cry such pc1-:;on ~hall :1lso f11rn1~h Jllll"S11nnt tn ~1-<'.l11111 .,11!1.(, 
of 'the C:oclr. nf Civil Prnr.1•d11rn :l copy or any i\lll(:11cl1·tl Ill' ·a1111·h·1111·11l ;\l 
pkallill!~ fib! h)' surh p1~rnon i11 sud, action lo IIH: !\ttonll')' C:1•1w1·,il. =--:,1 
rdid, k111por;1rr 01· 1H·rma 11rnt, shall b1: ~r;inli·cl 11_n11l a ropy c,f 1h '.· ph::H!• 
iiiI!' has l,e1·n funii~hccl to lho Auorncy Gr.111:l':il Ill nccor<bnr~ with s,1cn ., . 
rcq11irr:mrn1~. 

(1\d1kcl: Chnplcr 753, St:1.t\.llcs of 1!>7G] ·; • 
21 l!itl. An}' nc1io11 c,r procr.cdiug l~ _attadc, review! set ;i:,id·:, ,·1•:_tl or 

n.nm1l n 1lctcr111inalio11, firnlin1~, oi• dr.r.1sw11 of _:i. p_uhl1c ~!:r.111:y, 111,111_1· :is 
a 1rr.11ll of a p1nn·1·tli111~ in which Ii)' l:1w ,:\ lll';~ru11~. 1s n·q11m·,l It•. lu• ,1:1\'l' ll , 
cvic.kncc is n.:quirccl to he taken nncl d1scn:1ion Ill th<' dcten11.m:\l10:1 _of 
facl~ is vested in n p11hlic ng-c-,~cy, on tl!t: ~rn1111ds of no.ncompk1a\'I'., \~•1th 
the provhions of tliii: division shall h1: m ncronl;ir1cc with 1111' p111\·:,:o:1,; 
or Sec.lion l0!H.5 of tho Code or Civil Prr1r.cd11rc. . 

fn any :mrh :11:lion, thl! 1·m1rl ~h:ill 11nt r,;rrd:a: its i1Hlri11."11d l'11! i,:~l•:,1111·111 
on the evidence: '!mt sh:tll only ck11•1111hu: wl11::hc1· !he :11:l 111· .!1·,:•,11111 1•: 

supporlc<l h~• :;11lisl:Jnli:1! cvitlcmrc.; in the li!~h t of 1hc whole _n:, ·,,nl. 
iAntcndi)tl : Chaplet· l !ll2, Statntci: of 1!)711] 

211G0.3. In :ill ncti6n~ hronr,ht J>111s11a11t lo ~r.ction 21 Iii'/. i1w l:1di11t 
the hc::win1~ or :111y ~nc:h nc-J ion on :111p1•;\I from \hr. llct::si1111 " ' a l1•\\TI' 
collrl, :ill 'r.011l'l:: wh<'rdn ~uch acti<111s arn nr ma)' h1•r1·afh'I' '"' p1·11_1li 111;, 
sh:ill give ~uch ;~cti01is pl'dcrr.11rc ovc;l' :i.11 ol!wr rivil_ a1:tio11_i: t!i,·n·i:i, in 
the 111:tll<'I' of ~1:111111; the s:u111: for l11·:1n111r 01· ln:il, :iucl rn lll':1n1,:~ tl.1• -..11111• • 

lo lhl: c:ml that all s\lch acli1111s ~hall b1: c111irldy h!:ard :i11d tlc:h'1111i1wd. 
(Ade.led: Chapter ~193, Sl:1.lutcs of 1!17Ci] 

211(i3,5 In :my nction or proccc~lin~, olhl·r tl1an :111- acti1111 or ti1-.•rt~·1l• 
in~ untlcr Section 21160, to nllack, rc:,•ic!w, sl'l a.~iclc, voicl 01• :m1111I :1 dl'H~:·• 
mi~1:i.1ion, findillf:, or drcision of :1. p11!1lic :1::1·11r.>• nn lht• grn1111d,, c,f 111111• 
r.0111plia11cc with thi, divi~im1, thli im111iry :-ha!l t·~lrml c,:ilr 11, w l:r·1!:i·1· 
there w:is n prcjmliciill :,,bu~~ of cli~r.rction. Alime: of dir.rr,:1i1~11 i : 1••,t:il ,li,hrd 
if the :ii~cncy ha5 not prnc:r<:dc:<l in :t 1n:1:11 L<'. I' rcq1fin:d hr h\l' <1r if the 
clctcnn:11:-1.Lini, 01· <lcc.i~io11 i~ not ~uppm t,:tl hy ::111>,1:mli:11 l'l·i,!n1n·. 

[,\mrmlc:cl: Clinplcr DI2, St:tlnlc:~ of I !)iii) 
2116!1.G In :my :lclio11 01' 1mi.:n ·cl11w ll1Hl1'1' Stc1ic111s 21Hi!l ,tf ~111;:1.'i 

:i.r;ainst the Puhli t: lJ1ilit.ir.s Co:111 11 bsi1111 the writ o( 111:11,da11: ~li:itl ti,· C1nly 
from th!! Supreme Co11rt lo such r.oa1mi~sion. 
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