THE CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA)
SUBMITTED ON OCTOBER 20, 1980 BY THE ARB

AS A REVISION TO THE CALIFORNIA SIP

Only the following portions of CEQA were identified for in-
clusion into the SIP: Sections 21000; 21001; 21002; 21002.1;
21061; 21063; 21065; 21080.1; 21080.4(a), (b), (c) and (4):
21081; 21082; 21100; 21104; 21151; 21153; and 21160.
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HISTORY

The Environmental Quality Act of 1970 was introduced as AB 2045
luring the 1970 Session of the Lemslature. Subsequently passed by the
egislatme and signed by the Governor, it became Chapter 1433, Statutes
of 1970, effective November 23, 1870,

Of the bills introduced during the 1971 Session of the Legislature to

unend the EQA, none were passetdl.

During the 1972 Session, two bills were passed by the Legislature and sign-
1] by the Governor: 1) AL} 301, Chapier 971, Statutes of 1972, which amend-
il Scctions 21151, 21152, 21151 (supersedud by AB B89) effective March
7, 1973; 2) Al 409, Chapler 1154, Statutes of 1972, which amended Sce-
dons 21100, 21102, 21104, 21105, 21150, 21151; and added Sections 21060,
26G0.L, 21061, 21062, 21063, 21065, 21066, 21067, 21000, 21082, 21083,
085, 210814, 21085, 21086, 21087, 21088, 210089, 21090, 21100, 21152,
63, 2151, 21160, 21161, 21165, 21166, 20167, 21167.5, 21168,
NGRS 2116G8.6, 211607, 21169, 21170, 20171, 21172, 211725, 21173,
wd 21745 and repealed Sections 21103, 21107, 21152 (as added by Chap-
er 971), 21153 (as added by Chapter 971) effective Decemmber 5, 1972,

The following amendiments were enacted in 1973: AB 635, Chapter
195, Statutes of 1973, which added Section 21155, effective January 1, 1974,

Amendments concted in 1974 werer 1) AB 1575, Ghapler 276, Statuies
o 1974, which amended Section 21100 effective Januvary 1, 1975; 2) AB
338, Chapter 56, Statutes of 1974, which amended Seetions 21108, 21152,
wd 21167, ¢Mective March 4, 1974

Amendinents enacted in 1975 were: 1) 81 707, Chapter 1187, Statutes
of 1975, which udded Section 21080.5 effective January 1, 1976; and 2)
Al 335, Chapter 222, Statules of 1975, which amended Section 21062 and
wlded Sections 21175 and 21176 effective July 4, 1975, .

Amendments enacted in 1976 were: 1) SB 1274, Chapter 753, Statutes
of 1976, which added Scetion 21167.7 ellective Jaouary £, 1977; 2} SB
1275, Chapter 593, Statutes of 1976 which added Scetion 21168.3 effective
January 1, 1977; and 3} AB 2679, Chapter 1312, Statutes of 1976, which
amended Sections 21050, 21061, 21080, 21002, 21083, 21004, 21085, 21087,
21089, 20100, I1I6H, wd 211685 and added Sections 21002, 21002.1,
21008, 210603, 21061.1, 21061, 21068, 21069, 21081, 21082.1, 21092,
21100.1, 21151.5, and 21167.1 effective January 1, 1977.

Amendments enacied in 1977 were: 1) SB 1040, Chapter 854, Statutes

of 1977, whith amended Section 21080 (superseded by AD 884) clfective
Jamuauy 1, 19705 2) AB 884, Chapter 1200, Sttutes of 1977 which awnends

Sections 21002.1, 21080- (21080 in this bill supesedes SB 1040, Chapter -

851, Siatutes of 1977, Seciion 21080; and AR 1406, Chapter 1045, Statutes
of 1077, Sectien 21080), 210805, 21003.5, 21104, 21105, 21131.5, 21153,
21165, 21166, 21167, and 2174 and added Sectons 21080.1, 21080.2,
21080.3, 210604, 2HOBR.6, 21083.7, 21100,2, 21167.2, and 21107.3 «(lective
Jovanuy I, 10705 wnd 8) AD 146G, Chapter 1045, Statutes of 1977 which
ammended Scetion 21080 (superseded by AD 884) effective January 1, 1978,

ii

Amendinents enacted in 1978 weve: 1) AT 2644, Chapter 1271, Stat-
utes of 1978, which added Seetions 21055.5 and 21090.1, cflective January
1,1979; 2) AB 2825, Chapter 1113, Statutes of 1978, which amended Sec-
tions 21080.3, 210804 i 211515, effective September 25, 1970 3) AT
3765, Chapter 308, Statutes of 1970, which anwended Section 21010.5, of-
fective Junc 30, 1978; 4) SB 1733, Chapter 356, Stutates of 1978, which
amended Section 21080; effective July 5, 1978; 5) SB 1873, Chapter 1075,
Statutes of 1978, which added Scction 21060.9, effective Seprember 25,

. 1978; 6} SB 1894, Chapter 791, Statutes of 1978, which added Scctions

21085.5 and 21085.6, cfi'cetive September 15, 1978: 7) SB 2003, Chaper
760, Statules of 1978, which smended Sections 21080, 21080.5, and added
Scction 21000.7, eflective January 1, 1979; 8) 81 2072, Chapter 1003,
Statutes of 1978, amends Scction 21080, effective Januacy 1, 1979 (Section
21000, as amended in this bill, supersedes the same section in 5B 2001),

Amendinents enacted in 1979 were: 1) AB 644, Chapter 81, Statutes of
1979, which amuended Section 21167.3 cffective May 24, 1079; 2} AB 1079,
Chapter 337, Statates of 1979, which amended Seetion 21040 (Sopemseded
by AB 1534), cifeative July 27, 1970; 3) AB 1534, Chapter 697, Siatutes
of 1979, which amended Scetion 21000 (Section 21080, as amended in this
bill, supeisedes the sume Section in AB 1079) sind repealed Seetions 21005,
21085.5, and 21085.6, ellective January 1, 1980; 1) SH 606, Chapter 917,
Statutes of 1979, which amended Scetions 21000 and 21001, cffcctive Jun- -
wary 1, 10005 5) 8B G672, Chapter 961, Statutes of 1979 - which aomended
Section 21080.9, effective 1, 1980,
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clean air and water, enjoyment of acsthetie, natura

THE CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALIYY AGY

Comprising Chapters 1, 2,2.5,2.6,3,4,5 & 6,
Nivision 13, Pablic Resources Cuode

CHAPTER . POLICY

21000. The Legislature findds snd declares as followss -

(2) The maintenance of o guality environment for the people of this
state now and in the futwre is 2 matter of statewide concern,

(b} Tt iy neeessuy 10 provide 2 highequality envivonment that at all
thoes by bealthful mind pleasing to the senses and fntellect of nan.

(¢} Thereds a need to understand the relationship between (he mainten-
ance of higli-quality ecolagical systems and the general welfare of the prople
of the state, including their enjoyment of the matuiml yesources of the state,

(d) The eapacily of the envivomuent is limited, and it is the intent of
the Degbstature that the government of the stie ke nonediate staps to
identily sty exiticat thresholds Tor the healih and safety of the people of (he
state and take all coordinated aetiony necessiey to prevent such thresholds
beinge vesehed, :

(e) Vwery citizen hos a respousibility to contiibute to the preservation
and enhaneement of the envivonment. -

(f) The interrelationship of policies and practices in the management

~of natural resources and wasie dispasal requires systeinatic and coneerted

clfarts by public and private interests to enhance environmental quality
and to contrel cavironmental pollution, _

() Ttis the intent of the Legislature that alt agencies of the siate govern-
ment which vegulate activities of privale individuals, corporations, and
public agencies which are found to affect the quality of the eavironment,
shall regulate such activities so that mnjor consideration is given to pre-
venling environmental damage, while providing a decent home and satis-
lying living envirenment for every Californian.

[Amended: Chapter 947, Statutes of 1979)

21001, The Legislature further finds and declares that it is the policy of
the state to:
. (). Develop and maintain o high-quality environment now and in the
future, and take all action necessary to protect, rehalilitate, and enhance
the cnvivonmental quality of the state,

(b) Take all action necessmy to provide the pcoric of this state with

, scenie, and listoiie

envivonmental qualities, and freedom from excessive noise.

{c) Prevent (he climination of fish or wildlifo speeics due to wan's

“activities, insure that fish and wildlife populations do not drop below self-

perpetuating levels, and preserve for fiture generations representations of
all plant and avinal comumnitics and esatoples of the wajor periods of
Califomia history.

{d} Ensure thae the longterm protection of the eavivonment, cansistent
with the provision of i decent home and suitable living envivomnent for
every Californian, shall be the guiding eriterion in public decisions,

1



r} Creale and maintain conditions under which man and nature can
L in productive harmony to fulll the social and economic requirements
wesent and future generations.

) Require governmental agencies at alf levels to develop standards
procedipes necessary lo protect envirommental quality,

1} Requive govemmental agencies at all levels to consider qualitative
ws s well as cconomie and teehnical faclors and long-term bencfits
vosts, in mddition to short-term benefits and costs and to consider alters
ves 1o prapesed netions allecting the cavironment,

[Amended: Chapler 947, Stalutes of 1979]

002 “The Legislitore finds and declares that it is the policy of the
< that pulilic ageacies shoukl not apprave projects as proposed if there
fensible alieruatives or feasible mitigation mcasures availuble which
el substauntiny lessen the significant enviconmental effeats of such pro-
caed that the procedures required by this division are intended to assist
woareneies in systematically identifying both the significant effects of
nseed projeets and the feasible alieenatives o feasible mitigation ineca-
cawvhieh awill nvoid or substantially lessen such significant effccts, The
sidnre Tuether finds amd declares that in the event specific economic,
I, or other conditions nghe infeasible such project altematives or such
alion weasines, individual projects may be approved in spite of one
e} inere significant elfects thereol.
(Added: Chaper 1312, Statules of 1976]

2.1, In order to achieve the objectives set forth in Scetion 21002,
Legistature finds and declares that the {ollowing policy shall apply to
ise of envivonmental itapact reports prepared pwsuant to the provisions
i dlivision:

) The purpose of an environuental impact report is to identify the
ficnnt elfvets of a project on the cnviromnent, to identify alternatives
o project, muil to indieate the manner in which such significant efTects
be snitigaked or avoided.

) Each public agency shall mitipate or avoid the significant effects

e environteent of projects it approves or carrics out whenever it is
e to do so, |

) In the event that cconomie, social, or other conditions make it in-
iz Lo itipgate: one or more significant effects of a project on the cne
ment, suely project may nonctheless bo approved or earried out at the
Aion of a public agency, provided that the project is otherwise per-
ble under applicable laws and repulations,

} In applying the policies of subdivisions (L) and (¢} to individual
cls, the responsibility of a public agency which is functioning as a lead
yoshall ditfer from that of a public amency which is {unctioning as
pensible areacy. A public agency lmctioning as a lead agency shall
respomsibility for considering the effeets, both individual and collecs
of all nenvites involved in a project,- A public apency functioning ns
annible noeney shall have responsibility Tor considering only the elfects
v activities invelved ina project, which it Is requived by law o carry
voapprove. Thae provisions af this subdivision shall apply only to de-

2

cisions by a public agency to carry out or approve a project and shull nob

limit the scope of the comments such agency may wish o make pusuant

to Section 21104 or 21153, '
[Amended: Chapter 1200, Statutes of 1977)

21003. The Legislature further finds and declaees that it is the policy
of the state that: ,

{a) Loeal agencics integrate the requirements of this division with plan-
ning and envirommental review procedures ollienwise yequired by law or
by local practice so that all suclt procecures, to the maximum feasibie extent,
run concurrently, rather than consceutively..

(LY Documents prepared pusuant to this division he eranized and
writlen in such a manner that they will be meaningful and wsels] to de-
cisionmakers, anc fo the publie.

{c) Invironmental impact reports omit unnecessary deseriptions of pro.
jeels and emphasize feasibie mitigation measures and alternatives to projects,

() Toformation developed in individual envivonmental impact veports
be incorpurated into a data base which can be used to reduce delay and
duplication in pneparntion of subsequent eoviroental impaet veports,

{e) Information developed in envivonmental impact reports covering
larger preopraphical amens be wsed to contribule to infommation seguired in
specific: envivonmental impact reports,

[Addeds Chapler 1312, Statutes of 1976]

.

CHAPTER 2. SHORT TITLE

21050, ‘This division shall be known and may be cited as the California
Environmental Quality Act,
[Anended: Chapter 1312, Statutes of 1976]

CHAPTER 2.5, DEFINITIONS
[Added by Chapter 1154, Statutes of 1972)

21060, Unless the contexl otherwise requires, the cdefinitions in this
chapter govern the construction of this division.

21060.3. “Famergency” means a sudden, wnexpertesd oceurrence, involv.
ing a clear and imminent danger, demmnding immediate 'action fo prevent
or mitigate loss of, or damage to, life, health, properly, or essential public
services, “Emergency” includes such oceurrences i fire, {loud, carthguake,
or other soil or geologic mevemients, as well ag such occurrences as riog,
accident, or sabotage.

[Added: Chapter 1812, Statutes of 1976]

21060,5,  "Environment' inenns the physical conditions which exist with-
in the area which will Le affectedt by a proposed project, including fand, nir,
water, minerals, floy, favnn, noise, objects of Ristoric or aesthetic sipgni-
ficance,

21061, “Luvironmental inpact reporl” means a detailed statement sets
ting forth the matlers specificd in Scations 21100 and 21100.1; provided

3.



inforination or data which is refevant to such a stdement and i3 o

er of public wecord or 15 generally availuble o the public need not be
ved in its entivety in such statement, but may ba specifieally cited as
wee for comclusions staed theeeing and provided fusther that such
wtion ar dadi shall be heiefly deseadbed, that it reladonship to the
conmental impact report shall he indicated, and that the souree there-
wdl be aemsonably available for sspeetion at a public phice or public
ling. An environmental fmpact report alo includes any ‘comments
hoare obtained pursuant o Section 21104 or 21153, or which are
dred to be oltained pursuant to this division, .
roenvirommental impaet veport s an informational document which,
i ils preparation is required by this division, shall be considered by’
y public nygeney prior w its approval or disapproval of a project, The
wwe of an environmendal impact repmt is to provide public dgencies and
aublic i geneeal with detailed information about the effect which a
meeel projeen is likely o hawve on the envivonment; to list ways in which
sienificant ellects of such a project might he minimized; and 1o indicate
raatives to sl a project,

v oavdler to Gicilitate the use of cnvirenmental Dmpact reports, publie
weivs shall yeguire that such reports conlain an index or table of con-
<l a summary, Failure 1o include such index, table of contents, or
anary shatl not constimte a cause of action psuant to Section 21167,

[Amended:  Chapter 1312, Statules of 1970

10611, “Peasible” means capable of being accomplished in a suecess-
manner within a reasonable period of time, taking into account eco-
aie, envivornental, social, and technological factors.

[Added: Chapter 1312, Statutes of 1976}

62, “Lewad agency” means any public agency other than a state
iy, boand, or conmnission,  For pmposes of this division, a redevelop-
1t ageney and deloeal agency lormation commission are local agencies,
U neithar s o state agency, board, or commission,

{Amended:  Chapter 222, Statutes of 1975] -

1063, PPablic ageney” includesfany/state ngeney, board, or commission,
¢ connty, city and county, Tity, regional_ageney, public distric Tedevelop-
2 ageney, or other political subdivision, PR AT
ek

S1064,  “Nepative deelaration” means a written Statement brieflly de-
ihige he veasons that a proposed praject will not have a significant ef-
won the environnent and does not yequire the preparation of an eaviron-
sl inpact veport,

[Added: Chapter 1312, Statutes of 1976}

21065, UPraject means the following:

{2} Activitics diveatly undertaken by any public agency. _
ih) Artivities underlaken by w peson which ave supported in whole or
part thyough conbmels, grants, subsidies, Joans, or other forms of assistance
ap one or seow publie ageneies, e

tr) Activities involving e isswance to a person of a lease, permit, Jicense,
ifieate, or other entitlement {or use by one or more public agencics.

21065.5. “Guothermal explorntory project” means p project as dehned
in Section 21965 vomposed of pot wore than six wells and awsaciated deill-
ing iad testing equipment, whose ehief and original purpose is to evaluate
the presence and ehareteristies of geothemal reserces prioe 1o comnmence-
ment of a geothermal feld development project as delined in Secien
6592845 of the Governmient Code. Wells tncluded within o weothvmal
explocitory projeet must be Joented ar least ape-hall mile from geothernil
development wells which are capable of producing geothernisl resources
in cannmercind quantities,

[Addad: Chapter 1271, Statules of 1378] .

21066, “Person” includes any pesmson, fiem, assaciation, orgianization,
parinesship, business, Lust, corporation, company, distiet, county, city
and counly, city, town, the state, and any of the agencivs and political
subilivisions of such entities,

21067, “Lead ngency”™ mncans the publiec ageney which has the principal
responsibilily for carying out or approving a project which thay have a
sgnificant cffeel upou the Lnviranment.

21060, “Sinificant efvet on the environment” means a substantial, or
potentinlly substantial, adverse change in the environment.
fAdded: Chapter 1312, Slatutes of 1976]

21069, “Responsible agency” ineans a public ageney, other than the
lead agency which has yesponsibility for canying out or approving a project,
[Added: Chaptor 1312, Statutes of 1976)

CHAPTER 2.6, GENERAL

[Added by Chapter 1154, Statnles of 1972]

21000. (a) Except ns othenwise provided in this division, this division
shall apply to diseretionnry projects proposed to be carried out ar approved
by public agencies, inchiding, but not limited to, the enactient and ;unend-
ment of zoning ordinances, the issuance of zoning variances, the issuance of
condilional use permits and the approval of tentative subdivision maps
(except where such o project is exempt from the preparation of an eaviron-
mental impact report pursuant to Scction 21166}, .

() “This division shall not apply 1o the {ollowing:

_{1) Ministerivl projects proposed to be carricd out or approved by pub-
lic agencies, .

(2) Emergency 1epairs to public service Macilities necessary to maintain
service,

(3) Projects underaken, caied out, or approved by a public agency
to maintain, repair, yestore, demolish, or repliace property or facililies dan-
nged or destroyed as a result of a disaster in a disaster-stricken area in which
a state of emergency has been proclimed by the Governor pusvang to
Chapter 7 (commencing with Section 8550) of Division | of “Lithe 2 of
the Government Code. - .

(1) Specific actlons, necessary to prevent or mitigate an cmegency,

(5) Projecis which a public agency rejects or disuppraves.

-



wer ahral.reseurees aflvated by the project which ace held in trast
1w peopie of the Stue of California may request one or imore meet-
srbween represeatadives of such agencies for the purpose of assisting
sl apesey to debeimine the seope and content of the enviconmenal
i soch respomible ngeney may vequite, Tnothe ease of o project
ihed i subdivision (e} of Section 21065, sueh o vequest may also e
by aive project applicant. Such oectings shadl be convencd by the
ey s soon ay possible, bat no later than 30 days, after they have
reguesied,

Inordes 10 expedite the requiremicnts of subdivision (), the Office
vining aned Researvel, wpon request of o lead ageney, shall assist such
tgency 1 deternining the vindons responsible agencies and any federal
ies which have responsibility for canying out or approving a proposed
A dn the case of a0 project desevibed i subdiviston (¢) of Section
yosueh oo request iy also be made by the project applicant.

bobn fhee event that o state agency is i vesponsible agency or a public

vl Jurisdiction by B over ndueal vesmmees alleeted by he

ot swhoed s bedd B toest Jor dhe people of e Seue of Gidifornis,

et e the reguiieiments of subdivision (a), the Offiee of Planning and

aelv shadb ensure that the informaation vequired by subdivision (i)

nsipitied 1o the Jead ageney within the required time period,
iAmendeds Ghapter 1113, Statutes of 1978]

WA (a) When the regulatory program of a state ageney, board,
nimission vegoires A plan ar other written docomentation, eontaining

weatenta! infurmation and complying with the requirements of para-

L {53) of subdivision {d} of this scction, to be submitted in support of
S e netvities listed inosubdivision (BY, such plan ar other written
eentation ey b subimitted in Bes of the envivomnental impaet report
sl by ahis alivision; provided, that the Scevetavy of the Resources
oy has eenified e vepulatory program paseant to this section.
v The provisions of this section shall apply only to. regulatory 1yrograms
riions Uavenl which involve:
b The iwunnice to a person of & Jeass, permit, license, certifieate, or
catilernent for nses or
T he adtaption o appraval of standirds, rudes, regulations or plans
ot in the vegadadory paogen,

A regulatory progran eertified pursnant to this section is exempt
the prowisions of Chapter 3 (commencing with Section 21100) and

wer - qeommencing with Section 20150) of this division and Section
?

r Inoadder o qualify for cerlification pursuant to this section, a regu-
< prugran shall require udilizadion of wn interdisciplinary approach
vwill easine the integended use of the naturil and social sciences in
etk iz, sl shall meet all of the following erlteria (sic);
CC e enaliling legishution of the regulistary program shiall:

fnchade pratection of the envivonment among its rincipal purposes.
1 Contain aatwrity for the administering apgency to promulgate miles

T

and vegulations for the protection of the envivonment, guided by standivds
set forth in the enabling legislation.

(2) The rules and regulations adopted by the administering ageney shaliz

(i) Require that an activity will not be approved or adopted as proposed
i there are feasible altematives or feasible mitigation measures avenilable
which would substangiadly lessen any significant advense bopact which the
activity miay have on the environment.

(it} Include guidelines for the arderly evaluation of proposed. activities
and the preparation of the plan or other written documentation in a inan-
ner copsistent with the environmental protection purposes of the regulatory
prugram,

(itl) Requive the adnsinistering ageney to consult withy all public agencies
which lave jurdsdiction, by law, with respect to the propoesed activity,

{iv) Requive that final action on the propesed activity include thnr write
ten vesponses of the ksuing authority to significnt environmental points
rirlsee] during the evaluation process.

(v} Weguire the filing of o notiece of the decision by the adininistering
ageney on the propased activity with the Secretary of the Resowrees Agency,
Suel notices shall be available for public inspection, and o Jist of such
natiees sball i posted on o weekly bass ju the oflic of thie Resourees
Apency, Fach such list shall reiuain posted for a period of 30 days.

{vi) Require notice of the filing of the plan or other writien documenta-
tign 10 be made to the public and to any person who requesis, in writing,
such nolification. The notification shall be made in a manner that will pro-
vide the pablic or any such person with suflicient time to review and cam-
ment on such filing,

(3) The plan ov other written documentation reguived by the regula-
tory progrant shall:

{1} Include a description of the proposed activity with alternatives to the
activily, and nitigntion neaswres to winiinize any signilicant sulvese envi-
ronmiental inipact, 4

(i) Te available far a reasanuble time for review and connuent by other
public agencies and the general public.

(e} The Scerctavy of the Resources Agency shall certily a repulatory
program which the seeretivy determines meels all the qualitications for
certificntion set forth in this seetion, and withdraw cortification on deter-
mination that the regulatory program has been alteved so that it no longer
meets such quidifications, Certificition and withdrawal of cortification shiali
ocewr only aller complinnce with Chapter 4.5 (commencing with Seetion
11371} of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code.

In determining whether or not n vegulatory progimm niects the guali-
fications for certifieation set forth in this scetion, the inguiry of the See-
retary of the Resources Agency shall extend only to the question of whether
the vepubitory progriun meets the generic reqguivements of sulxlivision (d).
The inguiry shall vot extend to individunl decisions 1o e rwanchad wnder
such regulatory progeun, inchuding the nitare of specific allernatives or
mitigation measwves which might be proposud. to lussen any signiieia
adverss envivonn, atal effeets of the arjvity,

-
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tn the event that the Secretary of the Resources Apency determines that
the vegnbitory program submitied for certification does not meet the
rprlifientions for certifieation set forth in this section, the secretary shall
aveps findings setting forth the reasons for such determination,

L) After s regulatory program has been certificd pursuant to this scce
tion, sy proposed change in such program which could affect compliance
with thesquuadifientions for cortifieation specified in subdivision (d) may be
sthmiitted 1o 1he Secretary of the Resources Agency for w review and com-
peent, Phe seope of the seeretny's review shall extend only to the question
ef whether the regulitory program mcels the generie requirements of
subidivision (i, The review shall not extend to individual decisions to be
veachied viler suely regulatory program, including specifie alternatives or
mitization weasires which might be propesed to lessen any significant ad-
v envireimnental effeets of the activitys The seeretary shall have 30
hovs alter veceipt of sueh proposed change 1o nolify the state arency,
b, o connuission whether thae proposed change will alter the regulatory
jrogein so that it no Tonger meets the qualificaition for certification estal-
vishesd o thin section md will 1esult in a withdeweal of certifiention as pro-
vided i this section,

e} Any setion or proecceding to altack, review, sct aside, void, or annul
a detenuinstion or decision af a state agency, board, or commission ap-
provimg or sdopting a proposed activity under a regulatory program which
i been eevtitied pursaant (o this section on the hasis that the Pl or
sther written docinmentation prepared. pusuant to paragraph (3) of sub-
division () does not comply with the provisions of this scction shall be
conintenced no later than 30 days from the date of the filing of notice of
tie approval or adoption of the activity,

b} Any action or proceeding to attack, review, set aside, void or annul
adetenmination o thee Seeretary af the Resources Ageney to cerlify o regu-
brisny progiam pursiant to this seetion on the basis hat (e repulatory
erecitain docs not comply with the provisions of this section shall be eom-
reneed witlin 8O days after certification by the seerelary.

In ay action brought undere this subdivision, the inquiry shall extend
oniv (o whether there was o prejudicind abuse of diseretion by the Seerctary
i thee Resourers Apeney, Abuse of diseretion s estahlished if the seevelary

Fesi not provecdad i mamer sequived by law or il the determination is-

met sarpported by substantial evidenee,

L (8 For the povposes of this scetion, any county agricultural commis-
sioner shall be considered a state ageney. J

[Armended: Chiapter 760, Statates of 1978)

210807, {a) No covironmental impact report or nigative declaration
siwsdl he requized for any project invelving the construction of housing or
wighharhoal commerein) facilities in an urbanized area if the lead nfréncy
s udl of the following: 1

{1y Finds, after piving notice pursuant to subdivision (L) or {c) of
S tion 2I002 aml following the procedure preseribed by law ar regulition
xl-.-lhi‘- I)1 [\\'tml-.l he necessiry to make a determination pursnant to Section
TR,
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(i} That such project is consistent with a specific plan whieh hix i
adopted pursuant to Article 8 (commencing with Section 63150), Art
9 {conmmencing with Scclion 63500}, and Articte 10 {comuencing »
Scction 65550) of Chapter 3 of Title 7 of the Govermament sy, o,
the coastal zone, n local constal program certificd pursuant to Articl
{commencing with Scction 30510) of Chapter 6 of Division 20,

(i) That such plan or pragram was adapled pursiant to the proced
established by Avticle 9 (commencing with Section 63500} of Cligae
of Title 7 of the Government Code not more than five yeus juiar to
finding made pusuant to this section, and,

(111} That such plan or program has heen the subjeet of an envir
mental fmpact report, and

(iv) That the envitonmental impact report is sufliciently detailed
that the significant adverse effects of the project on the envirsmeny
meastres neeessaey (o nitigate or avoid any sueh effcets coun be determin
including significant physical effeats on existing structires aod aeiphi
hionds of historieal or acsthetic significance if any exist in the aren cove
by the pln ar program, nnd measures necessary (o mitigate such ctie

{2) Makes one or more of the findings as required pursuant 1o Seet
21081

(3) Files o notice of the decision on the proposed activity with
county clerk, Such notices shall be available for public Inspeetion, (e
list of such noices shall be posted onn weelly Bosis o e ofliee of
county clerk. Iach such list shall remain posted for a period of 5 da

(b} As used in this scction:

(1) "Neighborhioed commercinl facitities” means those conunereinl
cilities which are an integral part of a project involving Ui consiruet
of housing and which swill serve the vesidents of such honsine,

(2) “Urbanized area™ means a centenl cily or cities amd survonnd
closely settled terrilory, as defined by the United States Departieist
Commerce Bureaun of the Ceosus in the Federal Register, Volune 59, Ny
ber 83, for Wednesday, May 1, 1974, at pages 15202-15208 and as gn
odically updated.

(Added: Chapter 760, Statutes of 1074)

21080.9. This division shall not apply to activities il approvals
any focal government, as defined in Section JOT09, or any state univers
ot college, as defined in Section 30119, as necessiey for Ure peparation »
adaption of a local coastal program or Tong-range land use developin
plan pursuant to Division 20 (commaencing with Section 300003 provid
however, that certification of a local coastal program or leng-ranee T
use development plan by the Californin Constal Connnission prvsiant
Chapter G (conunencing with Section 30500 of Division 20 shall e m
ject to the requirements of this division. For the purpose of Seciion 21008
a cerified Jocal coastal program or lang-range hasd use developnest p
constitudes a plin for use in the Califormin Constal Commission's resnlate
progrim,

fAmended: Chapter 961, Statutes of 1979]
3

';_21081. Pussuant to the policy stated in Sections 21002 and 210021,

o
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21108, (a) Whenever a state ageney, board, or commission approves
ar aelermines to carry out a project which is subject to the provisions of
this divisinng, it shall file notice of such approval or such determination with
ihe Recictiny of the Resourees Agency. Such notiee shall indiente the deter-
mination of the ageney, baard, or cominission whether the project will, or
witl nat, have a sieuflicant elfect on the environment and shall indicate
whether an eiwvivamuental imipact veport bas been prepared pursuant to
tie provisions of this division,

(b) Whenever a state agency, board, or commission determines that a
peoject is not subject 1o the provisions of this division pursuant to subdivi-
sinn (15} of Section 21080 or pursuant lo Scction 21085 or 21172, and it
avpioves or detenmines to carry out such projuct, it, or the person specified
it salbelivision (b)) or (e) of Section 21065, may file notice of such duter-
sivation with the Seeretary of the Resonrees Apgency. Any notice filed pur-
sttt this sobdivision by o person specified in subdivision (b) or (e) of
Sectinn 21055 shall have a certificate of determination attached to it issued
by the stade arencey, hoard, or conmmission responsible for making the deter-
sieation ot o project is not subjet to tw provisions of this division pur-
suant o subddivision {b) of Section 21080 o pursuant to Section 21085 or

21172 The certificate of determination may be in the form of a cerlified |

copy ol an existing document or record of the slate agency, boavd, or cont-
tnision,

{e) Al notives filed pumsiant 1o this section shall he available for public
tspection, sl o list of suel notices shall be posted on a weekly basis in
the Office of i Resources Agency. Each such list shall remain posted for
« periad of 30 days.

[Amended: Chapter 56, Statutes of 1974]

CHAPTER 4. LOCAL AGENCIES

21150, Stae aggencivs, hoards, and cotmmissions, responsible for allocat-
i state or federsl funds on 2 project-by-project hasis to local agencies
for any project which may have a significant effect on the environment,
sl vequine: from the respounsible loeal governmiental agency a detailed
statement settingg forth the matters specified in Section 21100 prior to the
atioeation of any foads other than funds solely for projects involving only
Pseabnlity or planning stwdies Tor possible futite aetions which the agency,
Leard, or commission hias not approved, adopted, or funded.

[Amended: Chapter 1154, Statutes of 1972]

20151, Al loeal agencies shall prepare, or cause o be prepand by
contract, el certify the completion of an environmental impact report
mic any project they intend to carry out or approve which may have a
sienificant elfeet on the envitonmenl. When a report is required by See-
Hen 65402 of the Govermnent Code, the environmental itnpact report may
b cnbiiteed as part af that veport.

[Ameraled: Chapters 971 and 1154, Statutes of 1972]

21505, Fach lacal apency shall establish, by ordinanee or resolulion,
tiwse Tingits, not to excced one year for completing and certifying caviron-
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mental impact reports, and 105 days for completing negative declarljons,
for projects described in subdivision (c¢) of Section 21065, Such time lunits
shall apply only to those circumstances in which such local agrney i jhe
lead agency for a project. Such ordinances or vesolutions ey establish dif-
‘ferent time limits for different types or classes of projects, but ali such limits
shall be measuved from the date on which an application requesting myymov.
al of such project is reccived and accepted as complete by the lorat ageney.
The ordinances or resolutions required by this section may provide for area-
sonble extension of such time period in the event thiat compeliing ciecum-
stances justify additional time and the project applicant consents thetelo,

[Amended: Chapter 1113, Statutes of 1978]

21152, (a) Whenever a Jocal agency approves or determines o cuvy
out a projeet which is subject to the pravisions of this division, it shall file
notice of such approval or such determination with the county clark of the
county, or counlics, in whiclu the project will be Jocated, Such notice shall
indicate the detenmination of the local agency whether the project will,
or will not, have a sipnificant effect on the envivomment and shall indieate
whether an environmental impact report has been prepared purswant to the
provisions of this division. .

{h) Whenever a loeal ageney determines that a project is ual subject
to the provistons of Wis division pusuant to subdivision (b) of Section
21000 or pusemnt to Section 210085 or 21172, aned it approves or detenines
to vy eut such project, it, or the person specificd o subdivision (1) or
{c) of Scction 21065, may file notice of such determination with the county
clerk of the county, or countics, in which the project will be loeated, Any
notice filed prsuant o this subdivision by n person specified in subidivisjon
{b) or {¢) of Section 21065 shall have a certificate of deteumination
attached to it issued by the local arency vesponsible for miaking the deter.
mination thal & project is not suhjeet to e provisions of this divisdin -
suant to subdivision (b)Y of Section 21080 or pusuant 1o Seetion 2HEG
or 21172, The certificate of determination may be in the fonn of a certified
copy ol an existing document or record of the local ageney.

{c) All notices filed pursuant to this seetion shall be available for pablic
inspection, and a list of such notices shall be posted on a weekly basis in
the oflice of the county clerk. Each such list shall rewwin posted for a
peviod of 30 days. -

[Amended: Chapter 56, Statules of 1974]

21153. Drior to compleling an environmental impact repert, cvery lucal
lead agency shnll conzult with, and obtain comments from, each responsible
agency and any public agency which has juvisdiction by law with respect
to the project, and mway consult with any person wlio has specinl expertise
with respeet 1o any environmental impact involved,

{Amended: Chapter 1200, Statutes of 1977]

21154, Whenever any state agency, board, o commission isues an
order which requires a local ageney 1o carry out o project which oy lawve
a significant cflect on the environinent, any environmental jmpact seport

19



() Any action or proceeding alleging that a public agency has im-
properly detennined that o project js not subject to the provisions of this
Jivision puseant to subdivision (b} of Section 21080 or pursuant to Scction
21085 or 21172 shall be conunenced within 35 days alter the filing by the
pehiic ageney, or peran specified in subdivision (b) or {¢) of Section 21063,
of the notice anthorized by subdivision (b) of Scction 21108 or subdivision
{0) of Sectionn 21152, 11 such notice has not been filed, suel action or pro-
reeding shall be commenced within 180 days of the public agency’s decision
i carry out or approve the project, or, il a project is underlaken without
a farmal dedision by the public agency, within 180 days after commenc-
wict of lie project, ;

{¢) Any action or procecding alleging that any other act or omission of
w pubtic aeeney does not comply with the provisions of this division shall
bee vorzrenced within 30 days after the filing of the notice required by
saiddivision (#) of Scetion 20104 or subdivision {a) of Scation 21152, °

[Amended: Chapter 1200, Statutes of 1977)
670 i all actions brought pursuant lo Seetion 21167, including the

Brearing of any such action on appeal from the decision of a lower cowt,
ai! courts wherein such actions are or may herealter be pending, shall give

sich actions prefercnee over all other civil actions therein, in the maller .

of settingg the saune for hearing or trial, and in hearing the sume, to the
ead that 211 such uctions shall be quickly heard and determined.
[Acdced: Chapter 1312, Statutes o 1976)

211672, U no actien or procceding alleging that an environmental im-
puacl report dovs not comply with the provisions of this division is com-
vreneed duriiygg the period preseribed In subdivision (e) ol Scetion 21167,
the envicommental fmpact report shall he conclusively presumed to comply
with the provisions of this division for purposes of its wse by responsibie
agencies, wless the provisions of Seetion 21166 are applicable,

[Added: Chapter 1200, Statutes of 1977)

LIRS (a) If o action ov proceeding alleging that an environmental
el reprost does sot eomply withe the pravisions of Uids division is cont-
meneed dusing the period deseribed in subdivision (¢) of Seetion 21167,
and il 2 ianction is issued probibiting e projeet from heng carricd out
o anproved pending final detesminatinn of the dssue of such complionee,
tepomsible eeneies dudl assime that the environmental impaet report for
s projeet dies comply with the provisions of this division and shall issue
noconditional approval or disapproval of such project according (o the
tinetable Fer apency action in Article 5 {commencing with Scction 65950)
of Chapter =5 of Divisian 1 of 'Citle 7 of the Government Clode. A con-
Aidonud approval shall constitwle pennission to proceed with a project wien
el only when sueh action or proceeding results i a final deteanination that
the enviconsnental impact report does comply with the provisions of this
BT

(00 I thee event that an action or procéedig is conmmeneed as deseribed
in sobddivision (@) but ne injunction iy sought and granted, vesponsible
avencies shall nsavoe that the envirenmental inpact report for the project
s comnply with the provisions of this division md shall approve or dis-
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approve the project according to the tinictable for ::gcncy_n'cl_ion in A s"t‘l.(:}(‘
5 {conuncneing with Scction 65950) of Chapter 4.5 of Division | of Titl:,
7 of the Government Cade. Such approval shall comstitute gemisaon to
proceed with the project ot the applicant’s risk peading final deterniration
of such action or procceding.

[Amended: Chapler 81, Statutes of 1979]

91167.5. Prool of prior service by mail upon the public agency earry-
ing out or approving the project of a wntlen notice of the comuenrenent
ol any action oy procceding described in Section 21167 identifyingg the pro-
ject shall Le filed concurrently with the initial pleading in such action ar
proceeding, .

21167.7. Tvery person who brings an action pwsuant to Sr.'c‘f.\unr'ZI 167
shall comply with the requirements of Scction 380.0 of the Coule: ol .,Cwq
Procedure. Tvery such pewson shall alse furnish pusuant tn S--n'lu‘nn A0
of ‘the Code of Civil Trocedure a copy of any amended or suppieniental
pleadiog fled by such pesion in such acton to the Atlorney Ceneral. No
pelief, Lemporary or pertianent, shall be granted u.nl\l a copy of the pl:::ul‘-
ing has been hnmished to the Attorney General in accordance witlt such
Tefirementis. 3
l [Added: Chapter 753, Statutes of 1970] ©

211658, Any acton or proceeding to attack, review, set axicky, \'n':.d or
annul a determinalion, finding, or decision of a public ageney, Maie as
woremnlt of o proceedinge inowhich by lue o hesring is vequinsd 1o fw piven,
evidence is required o be laken and diserction in the deternination of
facls is vested in a pubfic azeney, on the grownds of nonemupliznce with
the provisions af this division shall be in acrordance witl the provisiens
of Scction 10045 of tho Code of Civil Prncedure. ' )

Tn any such action, the court shadl not exercize its Sudependent nn‘l"v‘uu-ql
on the evidence but shall only detenuine whther (he aet or devisin s
supporied by substantial evidence in the light of the whale recevd.

[Amended:  Chapter 1812, Sintutes of 1074

21168.3. In all aclions hreught pmsuant lo Section 21167, inclading
the hearing of any such action on appeal from (he decision of o Jower
court, all courts wherein such actions are or may heveafler be prending,
shall give such actions preference over all other eivil actions herein, in
the matter of setting the sane for hearing ov trind, and in hiearine the same,
to the end that all such actions shall be quickly heard shud deteonined.

[Added: Chapter 593, Statutes of 1976)

21168.5 In sy action or procecding, other i an action or proceed-
ing under Scction 21168, 1o attack, review, set aside, void or annul w teter-
mination, findivg, or decision of a public azency on the grouds o -
complinnce with this division, the inguiry shall extend only to whether
there was o prejudicial abuss of discretion. Alne of discvetion is estalilished
if the agency has not procecded in a panier vequirgd by law or i the
detesmination or decision is not suppaited by substantial evidence,

[Amended:  Chapter 1312, Statwles of 1976)

21168.6 In any aciion or proceeding under Seetions 2168 ar 2HES S
against the Public UtiliGes Conunission the writ of nuusdate shall le onty
from the Supreme Cowrt to such commission,
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