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Background

 Colorado Parks and Wildlife is an enterprise funded agency
Deferred Maintenance

 Low price allows access to outdoor recreation opportunities to more 
residents

 SB21-249

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Funded almost exclusively from user feesIncreases in expenses (utilities, salaries, operational, etc) have caused many projects to be delayed.  We have the opportunity to raise fees but quickly outpacing some of our visitorsSB21-249 - CREATION OF AN OPTIONAL DISCOUNTED PARKS AND PUBLIC LANDS ACCESS PASS THAT IS PURCHASED AT THE TIME A MOTOR VEHICLE IS REGISTERED, AND, IN CONNECTION THEREWITH, USING THE PASS FEES TO FINANCE A NUMBER OF GOALS OF THE DIVISION OF PARKS AND WILDLIFE RELATED TO INCREASED CONSERVATION OF, SAFETY AT, AND ACCESS TO STATE PARKS AND PUBLIC LANDS; AND MAKING AN APPROPRIATION.





Goals

Strengthening Our Existing State Park System

 Goal 1: Provide an affordable, multi-agency pass that ensures that all users contribute to keep Colorado wild.

 Goal 2: Ensure sufficient staffing and resources to manage and protect Colorado’s existing state parks.

Protecting and Educating Outdoor Recreationists

 Goal 3: Provide Search and Rescue (SAR) teams and avalanche programs with the support needed to keep us and them safe.

 Goal 4: Develop educational campaigns to promote responsible recreation and wildfire prevention.

Investing in the Future of Wildlife Conservation and Outdoor Recreation

 Goal 5: Build new state parks in partnership with local governments, conservationists, and recreationists.

 Goal 6: Increase capacity to address the impacts of outdoor recreation on public lands.

 Goal 7: Increase funds for new trails, trail stewardship, and river recreation projects.

 Goal 8: Dedicate resources for the State Wildlife Action Plan to conserve vulnerable species and habitats.

 Goal 9: Support CPW initiatives focused on equity, diversity, and inclusion in the outdoors.

 Goal 10: Fund Regional Outdoor Partnerships to support community-driven planning and projects.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Goals 7, 8, and 10 may be of particular interest to group – unknown how that will work yet



Logistics

 Effective beginning January 2023 

 Opt Out 

 Revenue-
 Goal is at least $36M/year
 1st $32.5M = state park maintenance

 Next $2.5M = Search & Rescue
 Next $1M = Colorado Avalanche Information Center
 Anything above $36M = 50/50 split between wildlife cash and parks cash funds

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Vehicle registration expiring in January 2023 will be on sale in December 2022, so in place thenOpt out will be conspicuous and communicated as well as possible.  Education campaign beginning in July 2022Currently generate $22M in annual pass revenueMaintenance = Goal 2SaR & Avalanche = Goals 3 & 4.  Expecting increase in outdoor recreation as a result of pass.  Increasing funding for these programs for anticipated increase in calls for serviceSplit between Parks & Wildlife = Goals 5-10



Pricing & Impacts

 Price point is $29/vehicle

 Expected to generate $30-59M & 23-28M visits
 2020 had 19.47M visits at all State Parks, 2.38M at Chatfield SP.  

 A 15% - 30% increase would generate an additional 360k – 710k visits/year at 
Chatfield

 Tied to registration, can only purchase while renewing vehicle registration

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Fee finalized during March Parks & Wildlife CommissionCurrent annual is $80/vehicle or $120/multi-vehicle in household.  If 33% of “probable” customers buy a pass = $37M, If 66% of “probable” customers buy a pass = $48MVisitation stats based on 2020, our busiest year ever.





Impact on Current Passes

 Daily Passes

 Specialty Passes

 ?Aspen Leaf Passes?

 ?Hang Tag Passes?

 Current passes will still exist for entry if choose to opt out and for out of state 
visitors

 Continuing to develop a mechanism for “cross over” passes

 CPW logo on paper registration

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Daily passes – will remain unchangedSpecialty Passes – Limited income and disability related, they will remain as is; reduced or free.  Visitors with disabled vet and Purple Heart plates will remain free?Aspen Leaf??Hang Tags?Current passes = regular annualsContinuing to develop a mechanism for “cross over” passes – partial refund possibleCPW logo on paper registration, may be required to show but not display upon entry - LPR
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