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• Began in 1974

• A cost effective framework for: reliable, 
meaningful,  long-term, baseline data 
collection

• Annual in-person, online, and recorded 
trainings

• Frequent communications and educational 
opportunities

• Example: Annual Conference, check-ins

• Data:

• Online public database

• Individual lake reports (summarized data)



• Water Clarity

• Total Phosphorus

• Chlorophyll a

• Dissolved Oxygen

• Temperature

• Aquatic Plants

• Aquatic invasive plants

• Shoreline surveys

Monitoring Parameters



Data Use

• Local

• State

• Federal

• Academic
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Data use - Local

Assessing current 
status



Data use - Local

Little Bass Lake 
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Data use – Local: Ausable lake Early Detection



Data Use: State
Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy

• CLMP trophic state data large data 
source
• 266 lakes participated in 2021

• 294 participated in 2022

• Used to help answer questions from the 
public about water quality of lakes

• Clean Water Act Sections 303(d) and 
305(b) Integrated Report
• Trophic State Indicators used to help 

determine if designated uses are being met

• CLMP data is not used alone to determine if 
not attaining but is used to inform EGLE if 
more monitoring is needed.



Data Use – State 
Department of Natural Resources

▪ Status of the Fishery Reports

▪ Large Lake Special Reports

▪ Lake water quality
▪ Invasive species

▪ Nutrient additions

▪ Aquatic Invasive Species Early Detection

▪ Fisheries management planning

▪ Harvest regulations



Data use - Federal

Huron-Manistee

U.S. National Forest

Lake Monitoring



Data use - Academic

LAGOS-NE

Poisson et al. 2020



Data use – Academic: Cooperative research projects



Data availability: MiCorps.net





Questions

Erick Elgin 
elgineri@msu.edu


