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Purpose of Revising the Section 106 Tribal Guidance Supplements

2006 Section 106 Tribal 
Guidance included 3 reporting 

requirements 

Monitoring Strategy Supplement

Data Management Supplement

Assessment Supplement

Status:

DRAFT Final versions of Monitoring 
Strategy Supplement and Data 

Management Supplement online 
now

Assessment Supplement- to be 
determined

2023 revised supplements 
include:

Updated links

Additional tools

More examples

Detailed instructions

https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2022-12/developing-tribal-water-quality-program-monitoring-strategy.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2022-12/tribal-data-management-wqx-submission.pdf


Data Management 
Supplement

• General Data Management

• Types of Data

• Recording and Managing Metadata

• Model Data Management for WQX

• Submitting Data to WQX

• Essential Elements and Design of WQX

• Ways to Submit Data

• Retrieving Data from the Water 
Quality Portal

• Support



Data 
Management
Supplement 
Review 
Support

 
• Interested in reviewing the Data 

Management Document? Please let us 
know! 

• Please provide comments back by May 12th



Contact 
Information

• Danielle Grunzke, Supplements Co-
Lead, Office of Wetlands Oceans and 
Watersheds (Grunzke.Danielle@epa.gov)

• Adam Griggs, Data Management 
Supplement Co-Lead, Office of 
Wetlands, Oceans and Watersheds 
(Griggs.Adam@epa.gov) 

• Robyn Delehanty, CWA Section 106 
Coordinator, Office of Wastewater 
Management (Delehanty.Robyn@epa.gov)

mailto:Grunzke.Danielle@epa.gov
mailto:Griggs.Adam@epa.gov
mailto:Delehanty.Robyn@epa.gov


Tribal ATTAINS 
Phased Rollout

April 2023 

R9 Clean Water Workgroup Call 
Update



ATTAINS Project Overview

• 20 tribes spread across regions 2, 5, 6, 8 and 9 are participating in the project

• Partnering with EPA Headquarters and regional project officers

• Started November 2016

• Tribes report water quality assessments through the new ATTAINS system 

• (6 years of reporting so far: 2017-2022)

• Objective: Test whether ATTAINS can serve as an alternate reporting mechanism for tribal 
water quality assessment reporting

• Capture programs as they exist, can be used regardless of whether tribe has WQS or 
TAS for 303(d)



The big picture
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What is ATTAINS?

• Stands for Assessment TMDL Tracking And ImplementatioN System for water 
quality assessment reporting.

• ATTAINS is an online platform for reporting water quality assessments. It’s an easy 
way to access information on the status of a given water body.

• Relies on an assessment methodology to explain & justify the water quality 
decisions made

• Provides tribal water quality decisions next to states & territories 



What ATTAINS Isn’t 

• Not a system that creates your assessments for you – you still have to perform 
your assessments against criteria/thresholds/standards the way you always 
have

• Does not replace WQX/STORET



Primary ATTAINS Components

➢Assessment Units – where you are 
sampling and what the decision applies to 

➢Assessment – The water quality status of 
each location

➢Actions – All things being done to restore 
or maintain water quality



Assessment 
Units=
Monitoring 
Locations 



Assessment 
Units=
Monitoring 
Locations 



Designated Uses 
Designated uses are those uses specified in water 

quality standards for each water body or segment 

whether or not they are being attained. 

▪ Aquatic Life Use 

▪ Protection of Wild Rice 

▪ Frogging 

▪ Air Boating

▪ Cultural Use 

▪ Primary Contact Recreation 

▪ Secondary Contact Recreation 

▪ Aesthetics



• Does your water quality 
monitoring data indicate that you are 
meeting or exceeding criteria for 
parameters and are uses being 
attained? 





Example 
Summary 
Information



How’s My Waterway
• New Tribal Pages as of 2023

• Publicly accessible assessment decisions



Interested in participating?

• Meet all 106 grant requirements;

• Actively submit water quality data to WQX; 

• Be able to perform water quality assessments and link parameters monitored to uses 
like recreation and aquatic life support;

• Be committed to developing or revising a tribal assessment methodology;* and

• Have adequate time to participate in assessment methodology development, trainings 
and entering their assessments into ATTAINS

Nominations are due May 15th. Please contact your CWA Project Officer if interested.  



Contact 
Information

• Kate Pinkerton, R9 CWA 106 co-
lead (Pinkerton.Kate@epa.gov) 

• Sofia Sotomayor, R9 CWA 106 co-
lead(Sotomayor.Sofia@epa.gov)  

• Jesse Boorman-Padgett, CWA 
Section 106 Coordinator, Office of 
Wastewater Management
(Boorman-Padgett.Jesse@epa.gov) 

mailto:Pinkerton.Kate@epa.gov
mailto:Sotomayor.Sofia@epa.gov
mailto:Boorman-Padgett.Jesse@epa.gov


Questions?

➢ Group Announcements

➢ Updates 
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