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Prioritizing communities with multiple stressors.

What is RCRA and how
could it potentially impact
my community?

RCRA is the federal regulation that gives
EPA the authority to protect human health
and the environment from the potentially
harmful effects of improper management
and disposal of waste. More than 2.96 billion
tons of solid, industrial, and hazardous waste
ayear are subject to the RCRA regulations.
Approximately 5.3 million people live within
one mile of a permitted hazardous waste
facility where hazardous waste is stored,
treated, or disposed of. Approximately 118
million people live within three miles of a
RCRA corrective action site (roughly 36%

of the U.S. population), including 37% of all
children in the U.S. under the age of five.

EPA’s “Journey to Justice” tour in New Orleans, Louisiana.

What happens after I submit an
Assistance Request Form?

Upon receipt of your Assistance Request Form,
EPA will:
1. Confirm receipt of the form.

2. Conduct an initial review of the request.
EPA may contact you for additional
information.

3. Evaluate whether requests fall within the
scope and limitations of the CETA program.

4. Approve the request or redirect you to
other appropriate assistance.

5. If approved for the CETA program, EPA will
initiate a preliminary discussion with you
and our contractor to confirm the services
that are being provided.

TO LEARN MORE, CONTACT
RCRA_CETA®@epa.gov

3
Facilitating Robust Assistance

EPA outreach meeting after Hurricane Katrina.

EPA’s CETA Program assists communities
with addressing their concerns about
environmental and health issues related

to waste management by providing access
to support, resources, and information
through a neutral third party. These
services empower communities to develop
informed opinions when participating in
environmental decision-making about their
waste-related concerns. CETA
services also facilitate
effective and active
participation
in efforts to
improve public
health.

EPA Administrator £
Michael S. Regan
with community
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