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What is the NPRI?



What information do we collect?



About our website



Annual NPRI reporting cycle

•Output: NPRI      data is 
collected through the on-

line reporting system (EC’s 
Single Window), and quality 

controlled

•Output: NPRI     data is 
published     in various 
formats, along with a 
summary report and other 
information to help interpret 
data

•Output: Companies are 
aware of the requirements 

and use Guides/Tools to 
determine whether and 

what they must report to 
the NPRI

•Output: NPRI requirements 
are published in the 
Canada Gazette, tak ing 
into account input from    
stakeholders and 
departmental     needs

CONSULTATION AND 
DEVELOPMENT OF 
REPORTING 
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COMPLIANCE 
PROMOTION AND 

GUIDANCE AND 
SUPPORT

DATA  COLLECTION 
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CONTROL

DATA
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What’s new?

Outreach

Reporting 
out

1: 
Reporting 

in



Recent changes in data 

collection



Updated user interface



Improved reporting structure



New off-site look-up



New Stack 

location 

look-up



Internal tool for assisting 

officials and data management



Allows real-time browsing of 

user reports



Video tutorials



Coming soon: online 

questions and answers



Publishing and sharing 

the data



New: Power BI dashboard



New: Query Site



Mapping tools and display



Outreach and collaboration



Ad hoc – Cross Border Transfers

• Collaboration with Commission for 
Environmental Cooperation (CEC) on North 
American PRTR Data Quality

• Work on improving understanding of cross 
border transfers of NPRI substances to and from 
the United States

• Has led to identification of potential non-
compliant facilities in Canada (i.e. non-reporting 
facilities that are receiving above threshold 
quantities of NPRI substances)



Community Involvement

Museums

• The NPRI team collaborates with museums to raise awareness of the impacts of 

pollutants released into the air, water and land. Examples of activities include:

• Canada Agriculture and Food Museum

• An educational activity kit for high school students that presents the impacts of land 

cultivation and livestock farming on the environment

• An exhibition panel on tracking pollutants in Canada for the soil lab

Festivals

• The NPRI team participates in several festivals that promote science to youth across 

Canada.  Examples of festivals include:

• Festival Eurêka! in Montréal: we hosted a booth with interactive activities to help youth learn 

about the sources and impacts of water and air pollution

• Various Canadian science fairs (for example, Expo-sciences): we formed part of a panel of 
judges to evaluate student science projects

https://ingeniumcanada.org/sites/default/files/2019-09/education-agriculture-and-the-environment-eak.pdf


Collaboration

Students

• The NPRI team hosts several activities that target students of all 
ages to increase awareness of pollution and pollution prevention.

• Each year, the NPRI team launches an Academic Challenge aimed 
at university, college and cégep students. With mentoring from 
Environment and Climate Change Canada staff, students are 
challenged to find innovative ways of using and analyzing NPRI 
data. Learn more or apply to participate in the Academic Challenge.

Indigenous peoples

• The NPRI team aims to initiate discussions between those affected 
by pollution, researchers and policy-makers about the sources and 
impacts of pollution near Indigenous communities across Canada. 
With input from regional organizations, a series of interactive story 
maps were developed to examine facilities located near Indigenous 
communities in Québec and the pollutants they report to the NPRI.

https://www.canada.ca/en/services/environment/pollution-waste-management/national-pollutant-release-inventory/partnerships/academic-challenge.html


International and Stakeholders

International collaboration

• The NPRI team plays a key role in advancing the development of Pollutant Release and 

Transfer Registers (PRTR) internationally, by participating in meetings and mentoring other 

countries to develop and implement their own PRTR. The team is an active participant in 

the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development’s Working Group on 

Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers. The team also collaborates on a regular basis 

with the Commission for Environmental Cooperation, which tracks and compares pollutant 

releases and transfers declared by Canada, Mexico and the United States.

Consultations

• The NPRI team consults with stakeholders regularly to continually improve information 

products and how they are communicated. The NPRI established a working group 

comprised of members of environmental non-governmental organizations and community 

groups, including Indigenous peoples. This engagement helps inform the NPRI’s 

communication for information products and build potential partnerships.

• The NPRI organizes a biannual workshop for data users to better understand the 

challenges of compiling and disseminating data as well as identify possible ways of 

improving the program. Read about the latest consultations on the NPRI’s Consultation 

and engagement webpage.

https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/national-pollutant-release-inventory/public-consultations/engagement.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/national-pollutant-release-inventory/public-consultations/engagement.html


Thank you!
Jennifer Underhill & Anne Monette 

NPRI and Substances Information Division

Science and Risk Assessment Directorate

Science and Technology Branch

Environment and Climate Change Canada

Telephone: 1-877-877-8375

NPRI Website: www.canada.ca/NPRI

Jennifer.Underhill@ec.gc.ca

Anne.Monette@ec.gc.ca
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