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Background
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• Fuel economy estimates have been provided to consumers since the 
1970s as a tool to help shoppers compare the fuel economy of different 
vehicles.

• EPA has a statutory requirement to require manufacturers to disclose 
fuel economy information for light-duty vehicles 

• Initially, EPA relied on data from two laboratory tests to determine the 
city and highway fuel economy estimates. 

• The test methods for calculating these estimates were revised in 1984, when the 
fuel economy derived from the two tests were adjusted downward – 10 percent 
for city and 22 percent for highway -- to more accurately reflect driving styles and 
conditions.



Background (Continued)
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However, since the mid-1990s, 
EPA’s emissions certification 

program has required the use of 
three additional tests which capture 
a much broader range of real-world 

driving conditions.

Now, EPA’s new methods bring the 
miles per gallon (mpg) estimates 
closer to consumers’ actual fuel 

economy by including factors such 
as high speeds, quicker 

accelerations, air conditioning use, 
and driving in cold temperatures.
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Consumer 
Information on 
Electric Vehicles
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Example label for illustrative purposes; 
does not represent a real automobile

Green Vehicle Guide:
www.epa.gov/greenvehicles

www.fueleconomy.gov

http://www.epa.gov/greenvehicles
http://www.fueleconomy.gov/


FuelEconomy.gov

• Joint EPA/DOE site
• Fueleconomy.gov is 

one of the most visited 
government sites

• Roughly 30 million 
visits per year



Green Vehicle Guide
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Topic for 
Consideration

• Testing requirements and provisions 
for fuel economy labeling associated 
with advanced technology vehicles 
(such as electric vehicles and fuel cell 
vehicles) and vehicle performance 
data, as characterized on the label, 
fueleconomy.gov, and other consumer-
facing websites 
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Ideas/Recommendations

• New electronic version of the labels; QR codes; Equity concerns
• Car purchasing process has changed; Modernized response

• Give consumers information they can use/understand
• Range in miles/charge
• Charging time
• Cost of fuel/electricity

• EV Testing and Reporting Standards
• i.e. EV charging curves
• Additional testing for cold weather, high speeds, etc.?
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Questions for Consideration

1. How should EPA think about the future of the fuel economy label?
2. Should we pivot from an MPG/MPGe metric that isn’t ideal for electricity 

use? Lean into educating on kWh/mile?
3. How should EPA consider different charging types on the label or website? 

• Should charging time be based only on Level 2 charging?
• Should EPA provide additional charging times for DC fast charging, if so, for which power levels 

(e.g.,150 kW, 250 kW, 350 kW)?

4. Temperature effects on range?
5. How much information should be on the label versus the 

fueleconomy.gov?
6. What web information would benefit from being customizable for the 

user?
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Breakout Discussion
EV Efficiency, Testing, & Labeling
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• What are the challenges we see in this area? 

• What could EPA do in this space within the next 5 years, in terms of 
potential solutions to this area?

• Are there specific areas of research or additional work needed to 
complete a recommendation for the MSTRS?

Breakout Questions
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