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5. Contacts:  
(a) Project Director:  

Name: Cliff Clark, Cameron County Office of Community and Economic Development and 
Executive Director, Cameron County IDA 

Phone: (814) 486-3439 |  Email: |  Email: cclark@cameroncountypa.com 
Mailing Address: 20 East 5th Street, Emporium, PA 15834 

(b) Chief Executive/Highest Ranking Elected Official: 
Name: Lori J. Reed 
Phone: (814) 486-2315 |  Email: lreed@cameroncountypa.com 
Mailing Address: 20 East 5th Street, Emporium, PA 15834 

6. Population:  
• Population of Target Areas:  

o Cameron County, CT 9602: 2,555 
o Borough of Emporium, CT 9601: 2,056 
o Clearfield County, CTs 3306 and 3313: 7,562 
o Potter County, CT 9504: 2,995 

7. Other Factors:  

Other Factors Criteria Page # 
Community population is 10,000 or less. 1 
The applicant is, or will assist, a federally recognized Indian tribe or United States 
Territory.   

The priority site(s) is impacted by mine-scarred land.  
The priority site(s) is adjacent to a body of water (i.e., the border of the priority 
site(s) is contiguous or partially contiguous to the body of water, or would be 
contiguous or partially contiguous with a body of water but for a street, road, or 
other public thoroughfare separating them). 

2, 3 

The priority site(s) is in a federally designated flood plain. 2, 3 
The reuse of the priority site(s) will facilitate renewable energy from wind, solar, 
or geothermal energy.  3 

The reuse of the priority site(s) will incorporate energy efficiency measures. 4 
The proposed project will consider climate adaptation/mitigation capacity and 
resilience to protect residents and community investments.  

At least 30% of the overall project budget will be spent on eligible reuse/area-
wide planning activities, as described in Section I.B., for priority sites within the 
target areas.  

 

The target area(s) is located within a community in which a coal-fired power plant 
has recently closed (2013 or later) or is closing.  

 



County of Cameron  Cameron County Commissioners 
20 East 5th Street  Lori J. Reed, Chair 
Emporium, PA  15834  James D. Moate 
Tele: 814/486-2315  TDD: 711  Ann M. Losey 
Fax: 814/486-3176 
camcocomm@cameroncountypa.com  Solicitor, Edwin W. Tompkins III 

 

“The Heart of the Wilds” 

8. Letter from the State or Tribal Environmental Authority: A letter of acknowledgement from the 
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection is attached. 
 
9. Releasing Copies of Applications: Not applicable. 
 



 

Rachel Carson State Office Building │ P.O. Box 8471 │ Harrisburg, PA  17105-8471 
 

717.783.1566 │ Fax 717.772.5598           www.dep.pa.gov 

 
 
November 1, 2023  
 
 
Mr. Cliff Clark, Director 
Cameron County Office of Community and Economic Development 
20 East 5th Street 
Emporium, PA  15834 
 
RE: U.S. EPA Brownfields Grant Proposal | State Letter of Acknowledgement 

Cameron County Office of Community and Economic Development 
Cameron County, Pennsylvania 

  
Dear Mr. Clark: 
 
The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection is pleased to support your efforts to 
redevelop brownfield properties in your regional area.  Returning environmentally challenged and 
underutilized land and buildings to productive use improves our environment, safeguards our 
residents, and helps boost Pennsylvania’s economy. 
 
The DEP supports the Cameron County Office of Community and Economic Development 
application for a US EPA Brownfields Assessment Coalition Grant in the amount of $1.5 million 
to conduct Phase I and Phase II Environmental Site Assessments, Reuse/Cleanup Planning and 
community involvement activities for sites within the coalition members including the Borough of 
Emporium, the North Central Pennsylvania Regional Planning and Development Commission, 
and the Northern Tier Community Action Corporation, Cameron County. 
 
The county’s efforts to examine the redevelopment potential of aggregated, underutilized sites to 
create renewed neighborhoods and business districts in Pennsylvania is a worthwhile endeavor.  
 
Both Central Office and Regional Office Staff in the Land Recycling Program look forward to 
supporting Cameron County Office of Community and Economic Development and U.S. EPA 
Region 3 on this project. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact John Gross by email at johngross@pa.gov or by 
telephone at 717-783-7502. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Michael Maddigan 
Land Recycling Program Manager  
Bureau Environmental Cleanup and Brownfields 
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1. PROJECT AREA DESCRIPTION & PLANS FOR REVITALIZATION:  
1.a. Coalition Members, Target Areas, & Brownfields: 
1.a.i. Coalition Members: To support revitalization of brownfields throughout North Central Pennsylvania (PA), Cameron 
County, the grant applicant and Coalition lead, has formed a Coalition with the Borough of Emporium, The North Central 
PA Regional Planning & Development Commission (North Central) and the Northern Tier Community Action 
Corporation (NTCAC). The Coalition members collectively represent four discrete Target Areas (TAs) throughout 
Cameron, Clearfield, and Potter Counties, the geographic boundary for this project. The Coalition members were 
selected due to our ongoing efforts to address environmental justice (EJ) issues, socioeconomic and health conditions, 
housing shortages, and greenspace/historic preservation throughout the region. While our non-lead members lack 
capacity/resources to manage a grant on their own, together our Coalition builds upon strong and cohesive partnerships, 
and will prioritize the assessment, cleanup and reuse of brownfields to best address our regional challenges and goals. 
The four TAs, listed in order by each respective Coalition member, include: Cameron County’s TA, Census Tract (CT) 9602 
(pop. 2,555); the Borough of Emporium’s TA, CT 9601 in Cameron County (pop. 2,056); North Central’s TA, CTs 3306 and 
3313 in Clearfield County (pop. 7,562); and Northern Tier’s TA, CT 9504 in Potter County (pop. 2,995).  

While North Central PA is rich in protected forestland and natural resources drawing tourism, this also limits available 
real estate and restricts our local and regional tax base, leaving no funding to address brownfields. Working with our 
Coalition members, local communities and strategic partners, Cameron County is uniquely positioned to lead a regional 
effort to address brownfields and pursue planning goals and economic development goals in our most impacted areas. 
To address our collective needs, eliminate funding gaps and fuel public-private partnerships, our Coalition is applying for 
$1.5M of EPA Brownfield Assessment Coalition Grant (ACG) funding. 
1.a.ii. Overview of Brownfield Challenges & Description of Target Areas: North Central PA covers a vast rural area of 
5,086 square miles in the heart of the PA wilds. The region has a rich industrial history dating back to the 19th century 
when it was first settled due to abundant timber resources. The region experienced booms in the late 1800s and early 
1900s due to expansion of the railroad system and discovery of oil. Industry continued to grow during the first half of the 
1900s, and war munitions and explosives for the construction of the Panama Canal were produced here. Manufacturing 
continued to be the backbone of the region until declines began in the 1980s as a result of the widespread outsourcing of 
manufacturing work. Today, the region is struggling to navigate severe downsizing of our timber industry and closures of 
related facilities. These declines have resulted in abandoned buildings on former commercial and industrial sites, some of 
which had continual use for 100+ years. The vacant or underutilized brownfields range from former industrial facilities to 
small corner gas stations and auto repair facilities clustered throughout our small towns.  

Despite massive declines in many of our resource products sectors, our region remains a popular destination for 
outdoor enthusiasts, given its mountainous terrain and natural resources. As a result, the region has had improved 
economic growth in recent yearsa, however, aging populations have resulted in a labor shortage where there are more 
jobs than skilled employees and a lack of quality affordable housing to attract them. Regional planning and economic 
development strategies indicate that drawing employees and in turn business investment are critical to the region’s 
success. This requires addressing the area’s significant housing shortage. Restoration, redevelopment and adaptive reuse 
of our region’s brownfields will serve as a catalyst for meeting these goals. Collectively, the TAs contain significant 
protected forested or park land, creating a lack of suitable land for housing due to restrictions associated with the 
protected land, further diminishing the potential tax base. Almost 40% of the region’s available housing units were built 
in 1949 or earlier, resulting in a base of aging structures impacted with hazardous building materials such as asbestos and 
lead-based paint. Additionally, contamination associated with the long industrial history followed by a prolonged period 
of disinvestment, has created hurdles to revitalization.  

While there are likely hundreds of brownfields scattered throughout our region, the Coalition has identified four 
priority TAs. These TAs have the highest concentrations of brownfields in close proximity to sensitive populations, 
including countless households suffering from higher unemployment and poverty levels: 
                                                             
a Cameron County Comprehensive Plan, 2020. 
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438 River Road, 
Clearfield Commercial/medical space.  Meets redevelopment goals to revitalize the property to support 

commercial use and create jobs. 
1924 Daisy St. Ext. 

Clearfield 
Commercial/retail to support senior housing 
in the area. 

Meets redevelopment goals to revitalize the property to support 
commercial use and create jobs. 

211 Chester 
Street Clearfield Mixed commercial/residential 

Support regional goals to address affordable housing 
shortage and create commercial space for businesses that 
will provide basic goods/services in underserved areas. 

NT
CA

C Bayless Paper 
Mill, Austin 
Borough 

Available acreage for recreational space to 
promote local tourism. 

Supports goals of local and Regional Comprehensive Plans to preserve 
and enhance our natural and historic resources.  

1.b.ii. Outcomes & Benefits of Reuse Strategy: The Coalition’s revitalization plans are focused on vacant and 
underutilized sites and the project will not cause the displacement of residents or businesses. Redevelopment 
of our priority sites is anticipated to provide the following benefits:  

Provide affordable, quality housing: Existing comprehensive plans focus on providing affordable housing for our 
residents and we feel this is a priority to attract commercial manufacturing and businesses to support our 
tourism market. We will continue to prioritize affordable housing in the TAs to address existing shortages and 
reduce cost burdening in our most disadvantaged areas. 
Spur Economic Growth in Keystone Opportunity Zones (KOZs) and Federal Hub Zones: The project will spur 
economic growth in the area of Clearfield County where six KOZs are located and in the KOZs and Hub Zones 
located throughout our regional coverage area. Our coalition and strategic partners are actively marketing 
KOZ/Hub opportunities and looking at related funding for reuse in Clearfield and across our region. Completing 
ESAs, RBM Surveys, CAPS, and Reuse Plans for sites in KOZs/Hub Zones will be a catalyst for attracting new 
housing and commercial investment. 
Create Jobs & Stabilize the Commercial/Manufacturing Employment Base: Returning former industrial sites to 
productive use, including the Lewis and Hockenberry and Caldwell Manufacturing sites will help to restore a critical 
employment base for these small communities. Attracting new employers to these sites and providing an 
opportunity for expansion for existing employers has the potential to create over > 50c permanent jobs and 
restore critical tax revenues for small communities in North Central PA that have very limited sources of income. 
New employment opportunities will create a positive feedback loop that reduces poverty, cost burdening, and 
dependence on government programs by providing/maintaining quality, living wage jobs. 
Support Adaptive Reuse & Energy Efficiency Projects in all Target Areas: Adaptive reuse of brownfields in all the 
TAs will highlight historic preservation, infill development, and sustainable building design. We will encourage 
the use of high-efficiency heating systems, replacement of single pane windows, electrical upgrades and other 
energy efficient measures and infrastructure in all of reuse/redevelopment projects.  
Climate Adaption/Mitigation and Resiliency: Adaptive reuse of existing brownfield sites will direct revitalization 
away from undeveloped areas of our region that are vital to protecting our natural resources from flood related 
erosion, infrastructure overload agricultural loss. New building design will incorporate climate adaption and 
mitigation measures into all of our brownfield reuse and redevelopment projects. 
1.c. Strategy for Leveraging Resources: 1.c.i. Resources Needed for Site Reuse: Cameron County and our 
partners have a track record of leveraging funding from state, private and federal sources (utility companies) to 
support our community revitalization goals. FY24 ACG funds will solidify a foundation for stimulating other 
funding resources for community revitalization. Assessment and reuse planning completed under the ACG will 
be integrated with regional planning efforts completed to date by our Coalition and strategic partners. This will 
position our Coalition to leverage the following additional funding sources to advance brownfields reuse. 
Cameron County Office of Community and Economic Development: The Cameron County Office of Community 
and Economic Development administers the Cameron County Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
Program, the Cameron County Housing Rehabilitation (HOME) Program, and the Cameron County Business Loan 
Program. The CDBG Program provides federal funding for community projects on an annual entitlement basis 
                                                             
c Job estimates based on the USEIA’s most recent employment estimates for industrial, commercial, retail, restaurant, and mixed-use spaces. 
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to Cameron County. Fundable projects must benefit a majority population of low-moderate income persons, 
eliminate a condition of blight, or meet a particularly urgent community development need. 
Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic Development (DCED) Programs: a.) Industrial Sites 
Reuse Program (ISRP) provides grant and low-interest loan financing to perform environmental site assessment 
and remediation at former industrial sites. Funding is available to public entities, private nonprofit economic 
development agencies, and organizations involved in the reuse of former industrial properties provided those 
entities did not cause or contribute to the contamination. Up to $200K is available for assessment activities and 
up to $100K is available for remediation. A 25% match is required for grants or loans under the ISRP program. 
b.) Pennsylvania First Program (PA First) is a comprehensive funding tool to facilitate increased investment and 
job creation within the commonwealth. Funding is available as grants, loans, and loan guarantees for machinery 
and equipment purchases; job training; infrastructure; land, and building improvements; environmental 
assessment and remediation; acquisition of land, buildings; working capital; and site preparation. PA First 
funding is available to businesses, municipalities, municipal authorities, redevelopment authorities, industrial 
development authorities or corporations, and local development districts. c.) Business in Our Sites Program 
(BOS) empowers communities to attract growing and expanding businesses by helping them build an inventory 
of ready sites. BOS provides funding as grants and loans for site development activities that are required to 
make a site shovel-ready. There is no maximum or minimum loan amount. BOS grants are available up to $4M 
or 40% of the total combined grant and loan award, whichever is less. d.) Flood Mitigation Program: funds 
projects authorized by a flood protection authority, the PA Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) or the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) or identified by a local government for flood mitigation are eligible for the program. Grants are 
awarded to eligible applicants for projects with a total cost of $50K or more. 
The Redevelopment Assistance Capital Program (RACP): is a Commonwealth grant program administered by the 
Office of the Budget for the design, acquisition, and construction of a regional economic, cultural, civic, 
recreational, and historical improvement project. RACP projects have a regional or multi-jurisdictional impact, 
and generate substantial increases or maintain current levels of employment, tax revenues, or other measures 
of economic activity.  
EPA Cleanup Grants: If assessment activities identify remediation is necessary prior to redevelopment, EPA 
Brownfield Cleanup and Revolving Loan Fund Grants will be pursued.  
1.c.ii. Use of Existing Infrastructure: Like many of the communities in the US the TAs need infrastructure upgrades 
including; water, sewer, broadband, highway, rail, and public transit access in the region to promote the greatest 
opportunity for reuse of brownfield sites. EPA brownfield funding will be used primarily to address priority 
properties with existing infrastructure service unlocking near term development and promoting revitalization in 
our most impacted neighborhoods. This will also provide opportunities to preserve the unique natural resources 
and history of our communities. The Clearfield and Emporium priority sites have existing sewer, water access, 
natural gas, electric and telecommunications with capacity to promote manufacturing reuse. The 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania has demonstrated a commitment in recent years to bringing its critical 
infrastructure such as broadband (for all individuals in the state), transportation and utilities up to date.  
2. COMMUNITY NEED & COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT:  
2.a. Community Need: 2.a.i. The Community’s Need for Funding: The TAs are comprised of micro-communities 
which have populations <10k each, including the larger towns of Emporium (pop. 1,934), Clearfield (pop. 5,921), 
and Austin (pop. 530). The annual median incomes for Cameron County, Clearfield County, and Potter County ($43,615, 
$52,826, and $50,944 respectively) fall significantly below the US ($69,717) and PA ($67,587) averages.d Financial 
resources are limited for these communities with small, declining, and aging populations. Lower incomes and high 
rates of poverty further diminish local business revenues and taxes. With lower than average participation in the labor 
force and higher than state and US unemployment averages, the TAs have a limited local tax base to fund 
                                                             
d Quick Facts, American Community Survey, 2022 
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4.a. Programmatic Capability: 4.a.i. Organizational Capacity: 4.a.ii. Organizational Structure: Cameron County 
will be the lead point of contact with EPA for all activities and tasks completed under this ACG. The County has the 
programmatic, administrative and financial capability/capacity to manage this grant. Our County project team members 
below all have significant grant management experience, will administer the grant and be accountable to EPA for 
management of the CA. The County will procure and oversee a QEP to implement technical activities. We will use a two-
person management team to ensure timely completion of key milestones established in the CA. The County will execute a 
Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) with Coalition members to document the roles/responsibilities of each partner.  

Cameron County will use a collaborative governance structure so Coalition member interests are represented. The BAC 
will include representatives from each Coalition member and include project partners, and community stakeholders. The 
BAC will guide site prioritization and assist with stakeholder outreach. The BAC will participate in monthly calls facilitated by 
the County Project Director and QEP to ensure clear project objectives are established for timely and successful expenditure 
of grant funds. As described in 3.a, grant funds will be used to conduct assessments at a minimum of two sites within each 
Coalition member’s TA and at least 80% of the funding for will be used for sites in underserved communities. 
4.a.iii. Description of Key Staff: Brief descriptions of key staff and their project roles are provided below. 
Cliff Clark, Director, Cameron County Office of Community and Economic Development has a B.A. from 
Mercyhurst College and has served the County since 1997. Mr. Clark has obtained and administered 142 federal, 
state, and local grants totaling $19M and packaged 74 loans totaling $9M which have funded/financed over 450 
individual projects.  
Ann Losey, Cameron County Commissioner has > 25 years of experience working for various state agencies.  She 
has administered the County’s $1M COVID Relief Grant and the County’s $880K ARPA Grant.  In 2022, Ann 
obtained a $360K grant through Senator Casey’s Appropriations Fund for an upgrade to the Mid-Cameron 
Authority Water Treatment and Sewage facility. 
Joshua Zucal Director of Marketing for Cameron County serves on the board for the Lumber Heritage Region 
(LHR) of Pennsylvania.  Josh will assist with all phases of project marketing and outreach for the grant making 
shareholders in the region aware of brownfield opportunities in our communities. 
4.a.iv. Acquiring Additional Resources: We will pursue a contractual relationship with a QEP experienced in 
environmental assessment and brownfields redevelopment to assist with inventory and prioritization, site 
assessment, community outreach, remediation and reuse planning, and other eligible programmatic activities. 
Procurement of the QEP will be done using a competitive qualifications-based bid process compliant with 40 
CFR 31.36 following EPA’s requisite Request for Proposal guidelines and procurement practices. Our QEP 
selection will include evaluating EPA grants the QEPs have helped manage; their understanding of grant 
processes and QAPPs and understanding/ability to help with community outreach and education.  
4.b. Past Performance & Accomplishments: 4.b.ii. Has Not Received an EPA Brownfields Grant but Has 
Received Other Federal or Non-Federal Assistance Agreements: Cameron County receives annual federal/state 
funding for a variety of planning and economic development projects. Notable grants have included: (1) $3.5M in 
Federal HOME Housing Rehabilitation grants, awarded every 1.5-2 years since 2000. (2) $1M EDA grant as part 
of a $11M upgrade to the wastewater treatment plant serving Emporium; and three $99K USDA Rural Business 
Enterprise Grants establishing a second revolving loan fund for County businesses. The administrative and technical 
requirements to implement these projects are similar to those that will be completed using EPA ACG funding.  
4.b.ii.(1) Purpose & Accomplishments: Over 160 homes have been rehabilitated under the HOME grants and 
this success helps serve the goals of our local comprehensive plans to provide more affordable housing to local 
residents and promote flourishing tourism in our region. The EDA grant was essential to successfully upgrading 
our wastewater treatment infrastructure in Emporium and $1.6M in loans have been made from USDA Grants 
which has been vital to support local businesses. 
4.b.ii.(2) Compliance with Grant Requirements: Cameron County successfully completed/complied with work 
plans, schedule, terms and conditions, and progress reports and met expected results on time for all grants. A 
review at completion showed requirements for each grant were completed on time and submitted in required 
formats via designated reporting portals. No corrective actions were required for the grants. 



 
Threshold Criteria for Assessment Coalition Grants 

 
1. APPLICANT ELIGIBILITY:  
1.a. Applicant Type: County Government. As a County Government, Cameron County is a “general 
purpose unit of local government” as defined in 2 CFR 200.64 and, therefore, eligible to receive EPA 
Brownfields Assessment Grant funding. 

1.b. Federal Taxation Exemption Status: Not applicable. (The County is not a 501(c)(4). As a unit of local 
government, the County is exempt from federal taxation.) 
 
2. NUMBER & ELIGIBILITY OF NON-LEAD COALITION MEMBERS: Cameron County has formed a 
Coalition with three non-lead members, and each represent separate geographic areas (referenced as 
Target Areas) of the region where brownfield revitalization projects will be focused. The non-lead 
members include: the Borough of Emporium, The North Central Pennsylvania Regional Planning and 
Development Commission (North Central) and community-based organization (CBO) Northern Tier Community 
Action Corporation (NTCAC). These organizations were identified as key partners for the EPA Brownfield 
Assessment Coalition Grant project because of ongoing partnerships with the County and our collective 
goals of improving economic conditions, addressing housing shortages, making our communities safer, 
and preserving greenspace through infill development. The target areas are described below. 

All three non-lead Coalition members are eligible applicants for EPA Brownfield Assessment Grants. 
Detailed eligibility information is provided below: 

The Borough of Emporium, Pennsylvania is eligible to apply for grant funding under the criteria as a 
General-Purpose Unit of Local Government as defined under 2 § CFR 200.64.  

Eligibility documentation for Borough of Emporium is provided below: 
• The Borough of Emporium is a General-Purpose Unit of Government as defined under 2 § CFR 

200.64. A Letter of Commitment to participation as a coalition member is provided in 
Attachment A. 

The North Central Pennsylvania Regional Planning and Development Commission is eligible to apply 
for grant funding under the criteria as a nonprofit corporation as a 501(c)(3). North Central is a regional 
development organization that delivers a wide range of economic, community, infrastructure, human 
services, and technology programs for the north central region of Pennsylvania. The organization is not 
a part of or affiliated with any of the non-lead coalition members, is not under the control of Cameron 
County, and has its own board of directors and staff. 

Eligibility documentation for North Central is provided below: 
• A Letter of North Central’s Commitment to participate as a coalition member is provided in 

Attachment A. 
• North Central’s IRS Determination of 501(c)(3) status can be found in Attachment B. 

 

 



Coalition non-lead member Northern Tier Community Action Corporation (NTCAC) is eligible to apply for 
grant funding under the criteria as a nonprofit corporation as a 501(c)(3). NTCAC is a community based 
nonprofit organization 501(c)(3) serving the north central region of Pennsylvania. The organization is  

not a part of or affiliated with any of the non-lead coalition members, is not under the control of 
Cameron County, and has its own board of directors and staff. 

Eligibility documentation for North Central is provided below: 
• A Letter of North Central’s Commitment to participate as a coalition member is provided in 

Attachment A. 
• North Central’s IRS Determination of 501(c)(3) status can be found in Attachment B. 

3. TARGET AREAS:  
The Target Areas for this grant application are provided below. 

• Cameron County Target Area – Coalition Lead, Cameron County. The Target Area focuses on 
East and West Shippen Township but includes the entire County (excluding the Borough of 
Emporium addressed below) census tract 9602 (population 2,555). Contains multiple 
brownfield sites with priorities listed as Lewis and Hockenberry and Picric Flats where reuse 
promotes community goals of increasing housing and promote greenspace management, 
respectively. 

• Emporium, Borough of Emporium, non-lead. The Target Area includes census tract 9601 
(population 2,056). Contains numerous brownfield sites with priorities listed as the former 
Sylvania Taylor Street site, 4th Street School and Caldwell Corporation promotes the goals of 
regional and local Comprehensive Plans. 

• North Central, Clearfield County, non-lead. The Target Area includes census tracts 3306 and 
3313 (population 7,562). Contains multiple brownfield sites with priorities listed as 428 River 
Road, 1924 Daisy St. Ext. and 211 Chester Street where reuse promotes community 
revitalization goals.  

• NTCAC, Potter County, non-lead. The Target Area includes census tract 9504 (population 2,995). 
The top priority site is the Bayless Paper Mill which support regional comprehensive plan to 
preserve and enhance natural and historic resources.  

4. EXISTING BROWNFIELDS GRANTS TO NON-LEAD MEMBERS:  
None of the non-lead coalition members have ever been awarded an EPA Brownfield Grant. Therefore, 
none of the non-lead members are a recipient of an open Cooperative Agreement for Brownfields 
Multipurpose, Assessment, Revolving Loan Fund, or Cleanup (MARC) Grant funding and none were 
awarded a MARC Grant that closed in 2016 or later. 

 



5. COALITION AGREEMENT:  
Letters of commitment confirming the membership of the Borough of Emporium, North Central and 
NTCAC in the Coalition are provided in Attachment A. Following grant award, Cameron County will 
create a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) for the Brownfield Assessment Coalition Grant project in 
accordance with the terms and conditions issued by EPA for the FY24 Grant. 

6. COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT:  
The Coalition is committed to a transparent and inclusive public process that actively engages project 
partners, stakeholders, and community members. As such, our Community Involvement Plan includes a 
comprehensive outreach approach that ensures citizens are given the opportunity to provide 
meaningful input that shapes the future of their community. Community involvement in planning and 
implementation ensures stakeholders have a voice in decision making so residents and businesses alike 
benefit from the revitalization of brownfields in their neighborhoods. Coalition partner NTCAC specializes 
in community engagement. NTCAC will assist with outreach efforts to maximize opportunities for underserved 
populations to have a voice in shaping their neighborhoods. As a foundation for community engagement the 
coalition will form a brownfield advisory committee (BAC) consisting of stakeholders that best represent the 
community. Other key elements of our plan include: 

• Webpage & Fact Sheets: The County webpage will inform the community on the brownfield project 
providing fact sheets, informative details about the site assessment and cleanup process and a 
streamlined approach to the site nomination process. Fact sheets will be updated to summarize FY24 
assessment coalition grant accomplishments. 

 • Meetings with Property Owners & Developers: The BAC will conduct meetings with 
property/business owners and developers to solicit input and participation from potential end users 
and investors. NTCAC will work with stakeholders, and government leaders to support disadvantaged 
community involvement. 

• Email & Newsletters: A stakeholder distribution list will be created, and periodic emails will be sent 
out. Project partners will also communicate progress via regular meetings/organizational 
newsletters. 

• Special Events: scheduled events, realtor meetings, bank officer tours and meetings with local 
Business Council and Chambers of Commerce and Rotary Clubs, are tools the County uses to capture 
busy parents, business owners and residents without regular access to the Internet. This provides 
stakeholders and avenue to provide meaningful input during the grant lifecycle. 

7. EXPENDITURE OF EXISTING GRANT FUNDS:  
Neither Cameroun County or any of the Coalition team members have an open EPA Brownfields 
Assessment Grant or Multipurpose Grant. 

8. CONTRACTORS AND NAMED SUBRECIPIENTS:  
• Contractors: Not applicable. (Contractor procurement will occur following grant award.) 
• Name Subrecipients: Not applicable. (No subrecipients have been identified.) 
 
 




