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NARRATIVE INFORMATION SHEET 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
1. Applicant Identification:  City of Rockford, Illinois, 425 E. State Street, Rockford, IL 61104 

2. Funding Requested: 

a. Assessment Grant Type:  Community-Wide 

b. Federal Funds Requested:  $500,000 

3. Location:  City of Rockford, Illinois (Winnebago County) 

4. Target Area and Priority Site Information:   

▪ Keith Creek Floodway Area:  Census Tracts 17-201001400; 17-201001300; 17-201001200; 17-
201001000. Priority Sites include: 
 

• Former Highland Lumber & Fuel Co. Lumber Yard – 2233 Charles Street, Rockford, IL 61104 

• Former Highland Lumber & Fuel Co. Bulk Petroleum Plant – 2222 7th Avenue, Rockford, IL 61104 

• Former Custom Gear & Machine Parcel – 1718 7th Avenue, Rockford, IL 61104 

▪ South Main Street Corridor:  Census Tracts 17-201002200; 17-201002700; 17-201002800.             
Priority Sites Include:  
 

• Barber Colman North Area – 900 – 1100 blocks of S. Main Street, Rockford, IL 61101 

• South Main Railyards – 615 S. Main St., Rockford, IL 61101 

5. Contacts: 

a. Project Director:  Robert Wilhelmi | 779.348.7425 | Robert.wilhelmi@rockfordil.gov  
                                              425 E. State Street, Rockford, IL, 61104 

b. Chief Executive/Highest Ranking Elected Official:  Mayor Thomas P. McNamara | 779.348.7333  
                                                                                         Thomas.McNamara@rockfordil.gov  
             425 E. State Street, Rockford, IL 61104 
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6. Population:  City of Rockford – Population of 146,713 (US Census Bureau, 2022 Vintage Year Estimate) 

7. Other Factors: 

Other Factors Page # 

Community population is 10,000 or less. NA 

The applicant is, or will assist, a federally recognized Indian tribe or United States territory. NA 

The priority site(s) is impacted by mine-scarred land. NA 

The priority site(s) is adjacent to a body of water (i.e., the border of the priority site(s) is 
contiguous or partially contiguous to the body of water, or would be contiguous or partially 
contiguous with a body of water but for a street, road, or other public thorough-fare 
separating them). *Both Target Areas immediately adjacent to Rock River and/or Keith Creek 

1,2,3,4 

The priority site(s) is in a federally designated flood plain. *Note All Priority Sites in Target 
Area 1 and Priority Site 2 of Target Area 2 are within Federally designated floodway or 
floodplain. 

1,2 

The reuse of the priority site(s) will facility renewable energy from wind, solar, or geothermal 
energy. New solar and LED lighting technologies totaling $1 million were installed in Target 
Area 2 using City CIP funds as part of the S. Main Corridor reconstruction project.   

4 

The reuse of the priority site(s) will incorporate energy efficiency measures. NA 

The reuse strategy or project reuse of the priority site(s) considers climate adaptation and/or 
mitigation measures. Redevelopment of Sites 1 and 2 in the Keith Creek Greenway (Target 
Area 1) are identified as key catalytic sites for effective flood mitigation.  

1 

At least 30% of the overall project budget will be spent on eligible reuse/area-wide planning 
activities, as described in Section I.B., for priority site(s) within the target area(s) 

NA 

The target area(s) is located within a community in which a coal-fired power plant has recently 
closed (2012 or later) or is closing.  

NA 

 
8. Letter from the State or Tribal Environmental Authority:  Please refer to attached letter from the  

Illinois Environmental Protection Agency acknowledging the City of Rockford’s efforts to obtain   
United States Environmental Protection Agency Brownfields Assessment Grant funds. 

9. Releasing Copies of Applications:  Not applicable.  Application does not include confidential, privileged, 
or sensitive information.  

 

If you should have questions, please do not hesitate to contact my office. 

Sincerely, 

 

Thomas P. McNamara 
Mayor, City of Rockford 

Attachments – Letter from State Environmental Authority (Illinois EPA) 



 

 
Subject: State Acknowledgement Letter for the City of Rockford 
 FY2024 US EPA Brownfield Assessment Grant Application 
 
 
10/18/2023 
 
 
 
City of Rockford 
ATTN: Mayor Thomas McNamara 
425 E. State Street 
Rockford, IL 61104 
 
 
Dear Mayor McNamara, 
 
The Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (Illinois EPA) has received your request for a 
letter of acknowledgement for an upcoming Assessment Grant application to U.S. EPA. City of 
Rockford is applying for a $500,000 Assessment Grant. 
 
The grant will be a Assessment Grant for Hazardous Substances and Petroleum.  
 
Illinois EPA acknowledges City of Rockford’s efforts to obtain federal Brownfields funds for 
this project. If you have any questions, I may be contacted at the above address or telephone 
numbers below, or at Jacob.fink@illinois.gov .  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jacob Fink 
Brownfield Program Administrator 
Bureau of Land/Office of Site Evaluation 
Office# (217) 785-8726 
Cell# (217) 986-0818 
Jacob.fink@illinois.gov 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 Thomas P. McNamara 
Mayor 

Office of the Mayor 
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THRESHOLD CRITERIA RESPONSES 

1. Applicant Eligibility  
 
a. We affirm the City of Rockford, in the County of Winnebago, as a municipal corporation in the State of 

Illinois as set forth by the Charter of the City of Rockford, approved February 15, 1865, and enrolled as 
law on March 10, 1865 
 

b. Not Applicable – The City of Rockford is not organized for profit and is not operated exclusively to 
promote social welfare per Internal Revenue Code section 501(c)(4). 

 
2. Community Involvement: Rockford utilizes a diverse communications platform to inform residents and 

stakeholders of it brownfields projects and grant activities. A Brownfields Revitalization webpage is 
maintained that details all activities related to the City’s efforts, including accomplishments, active 
projects, and community engagement and feedback opportunities. Project updates are also posted to the 
City’s social media pages, which has become a key communication tool. We recognize that social media is 
often ineffective for communicating with older, marginalized, and disconnected residents and have found 
that in-person updates made at the monthly meetings of the City’s 10 active neighborhood groups and 
Alderman Ward Meetings can fill this gap. The City’s Neighborhood Specialist position is utilized as a “boots 
on the ground” approach for engaging disconnected residents. The goal of this position is to build and 
nurture trust and relationships with Rockford residents through a trauma-informed, diversity/ 
equity/inclusion-focused approach with direct and repeated outreach. 

 

3. Expenditure of Existing Grant Funds: The City of Rockford currently has no active US EPA Brownfields 
Assessment or Multipurpose Grants.  

 
4. Contractors and Named Subrecipients: N/A – No Contractors have been procured. No subrecipients have 

been chosen to conduct work proposed in this application.   
  
























