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Vision of PHS 
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• The Pennsylvania Horticultural Society 
uses horticulture to advance the health 
and well-being of the Greater 
Philadelphia region. 

• We are a diverse community of people 
and organizations who believe in the 
power of horticulture to make positive 
social and environmental change. 

• PHS believes that gardening and 
horticulture belong to everyone. 



PHS IMPACT PRIORITIES 
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Creating 
healthy living 
environments 

Increasing 
access to 
fresh food 

Expanding 
economic 

opportunity 

Building 
meaningful social 

connections 



Healthy Neighborhoods 
PHS Impact Priority Programs that Make Neighborhoods Healthy and Vibrant 

Community 
Gardens 

Tree Programs Stormwater 
Solutions 

Transforming Vacant 
Land and Workforce 

Development 
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COMMUNITY 
GARDENS 

Building 
meaningful 

social connections 

Expanding 
economic 

opportunity 

Increasing 
access to 
fresh food 

Creating 
healthy living 
environments 



Building More Resilient 
Communities 
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• Community and cooperative gardens 
are assets to our cities 

• Increase access to fresh produce 

• Elevate food sovereignty especially in 
communities experiencing food 
apartheid 

• Build social cohesion 

• Preserve and celebrate cultures 



8 

The Story of Urban Farming 

67% of gardens and farms exist in 
areas of the city with higher than 
average poverty rates. 

Due to rampant development, 
gardens are vanishing. In the span of 
a short time, over 140 gardens and 
farms have been lost. 
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Gardening is a part of 
our culture in Philly 

and at PSH 



• Community gardens increase access to fresh 
produce while strengthening social 
connections between neighbors. 

• PHS provides gardening materials and aid 
advocacy for urban farming 

• Offers gardening workshops throughout 
the year taught by local leaders in the 
gardening community. 

• With our partners at Neighborhood Gardens 
Trust, we work with community gardens to 
protect open spaces. 

PHS and Community 
Gardens 
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https://www.ngtrust.org/
https://www.ngtrust.org/


Community Gardens in the PHS / NGT Network 
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PHS Community Gardens Program 
The 3 Garden Types 
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Emerging Garden Established Garden Mature Garden 
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• Garden Tenders – How to Start 
and Sustain a Community 
Garden -
https://phsonline.org/events/g 
arden-tenders-spring-24 . 

• Green City Teachers (late 
June) 

• Growing Organic Workshop 
Series 

https://phsonline.org/events/garden-tenders-spring-24
https://phsonline.org/events/garden-tenders-spring-24
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Paths to Garden Preservation 

WHO OWNS THIS 
GARDEN? 

Many parcels, owners, and 
pathways to protection. 
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PHS Tool Library 





Project Support 
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Green Resource Centers 

Support 

• Green Resource 
Center at Strawberry 
Mansion 

• Norristown Farm Park 
• Bartram’s Garden 
• Awbury Arboretum 

Locations 

• Green house for 
growing seedlings 

• Teaching locations 
• Community Gardens 
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PHS & 
Community 
Gardens 



thank you 

PHSonline.org 

https://PHSonline.org
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