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Ask the staff a question 

Tips for Participants 
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Webinar Goals 

1. Provide background on EPA’s mitigation menu website 

2. Learn how to navigate EPA’s pesticide mitigation menu website in 
combination with instructions on the physical label 

3. Learn how the website supports current FIFRA decisions 

4. Get public feedback on the mitigation menu website 

5. Talk about version 1.0 and 2.0 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 3 



    

     

   

    

  

   

  

   

Why a Mitigation Menu Website? 

• Allows for flexibility in achieving required mitigation in 

"Directions for Use" on the label 

• New mitigation measures can be added to the website 

more easily than physical labels 

• Reduces potential complexity of having different 

mitigation menu options across labels 
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Background 
November 2022: 

• EPA issued an update to its ESA workplan to include FIFRA Interim Ecological 
Mitigation (IEM) to protect nontarget species (EPA-HQ-OPP-2022-0908*) 

• EPA developed the mitigation menu to address non-target impacts to 
species (including listed species) 

• Proposed a menu of runoff/erosion mitigation measures on an EPA website 
referenced on the label 

December 2022: 
• EPA published Proposed Interim Decisions (PIDs) that propose the use of an 

EPA runoff/erosion mitigation menu on labels (i.e., norflurazon, EPA-HQ-
OPP-2012-0565*) 

*Go to www.regulations.gov and search for this docket number to view EPA materials 
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Background (continued) 
July 2023: 

• EPA released a Draft Herbicide Strategy for public comment (EPA-HQ-OPP-2023-
0365*) 

• Identified additional runoff/erosion mitigation menu measures 

April 2024: 
• EPA released an update on the Herbicide Strategy with a summary of 

major themes from public comments and potential changes (docket number 
EPA-HQ-OPP-2023-0365) 

• Included refined approach to accounting for areas less prone to runoff 
• Identified potential new additions to the mitigation menu 

In the near future, EPA is publishing PIDs on www.regulations.gov that 
propose label directions referencing EPA’s runoff/erosion mitigation menu 
website 

*Go to www.regulations.gov and search for this docket number to view EPA materials 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 6 

http://www.regulations.gov/
http://www.regulations.gov/


  
   

 

        
   

     
       

   

   

EPA’s Mitigation Menu Website: 
Timing and Decision Support 
• Version 1.0 

• Intended to support FIFRA PIDs, IDs, and registration actions issued in 
mid-late 2024 that include runoff/erosion mitigation 

• For these decisions, unless certain field/application conditions are in 
place, at least one mitigation measure is needed in U.S. counties that 
are highly vulnerable to runoff 
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How do I know if runoff mitigation applies to me? 

Check your 
product label 
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Pesticides 

Pest icides Home 

A-Z Index 

Ant imicrobial Pesticides 

Biopesticides 

Inte rnational Activi t ies 

Related to Pesticides 

Mitigation Menu 
View Group Dashboard Revisions Export 

Node ID: 287582 

Revision ID: 2249668 I[] 

Revision saved by: Fdarasen 

Review deadline: June 17, 2025 

Moderation state: Pu blished 

Date o f last update: May 23, 2024 

On this page: 

• Pu r1,ose 

• Background 

• Runoff Vulnerability Ma12 

• How do I know if Runoff/Erosio n Mit igation is 

ReQu ired? 

• Runoff/Erosion Mit igation Measures 

CONTACT US 

Watch this node 

Helpful Links 

• Bulletins Live! 

• ESA Home 

• USDA's Web Soil 

Survey too l to 

How do I find runoff/erosion mitigation options? 

Visit EPA’s Mitigation Menu Website at 

www.epa.gov/pesticides/mitigation-menu 

for a full list of runoff/erosion menu 
measures and determine which mitigation 

measure to use. 
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Runoff/erosion mitigation is not needed if… 

Check your 
application area! 

Counties that EPA has determined are less 
prone to runoff/erosion are presented on 

EPA’s mitigation menu website at: 
www.epa.gov/pesticides/mitigation-menu 
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Low 

Medium 

High 

Scroll down to the Runoff 
Vulnerability Map section 
of the website. There you 
will find two Excel files: 

• Counties With 
Reduced Runoff (xlsx) 

• Counties With High 
Runoff Vulnerability 
(xlsx) 
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• Open the Excel files to find your county. 

• EPA counties with high runoff vulnerability may be subject to 
additional FIFRA IEM runoff/erosion mitigation. 

• Those areas with very low, low, and medium runoff vulnerability 
are currently not subject to additional FIFRA IEM runoff/erosion 
mitigation. 
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Runoff/erosion mitigation is not needed if… 

See USDA’s Web Soil Survey tool to 
determine soil texture, which is 

found here: 
https://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov 

/app/ 
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Runoff/erosion mitigation is not needed if… 
Verify if at least 

one of the following 
Field/Application 
Parameters is in 

place on your field. 

If at least one of 
these parameters 

is in place, no additional 
mitigation is currently 

needed. 
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    Runoff/erosion mitigation is needed if… 

If none of the 
field/application 

parameters are in place, 
at least one additional 

on-field or field-adjacent, 
runoff/erosion mitigation 

measure is needed. 
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Runoff /Erosion Mitigation Measures 
If none of the fie ld conditions/ applicat ion parameters above are met , the folllowing is a list of the 

mitigation measures that you may choose from to achieve tlie m it igat ion required by tlie label. 

See tlie associated descript ions linked fo r each measure listed in the table below for tlie 

minimum specificat ions needed to successfu lly address runoff/erosion concerns. EPA an ticipates. 

updat ing t his list bas.ed on updates to its ESA St rategies. After th is. initia l update, as EPA receives 

new informat ion on mit igation measures and tlieir associated efficacy, the Agency may 

periodica lly update tlie Mitigat ion Menu Website to include addit ional mitigation options or 

update tlie mit igation menu table below or mit igation measure des.criptions. 

EPA Ecological Mitigation Menu: Runoff/Erosion 
Mitigation 

Contour farming 

• Contour fa rming witl, in-fi eld vegetat ion (e.g., contour buffer striP-S_, contou r strip 

croRping). 

• Vegetative barriers 

• Cover croRP- i ng/cont in uous ground cover 

• Vegetative filter striR.-(20 ft minimum width, in-field or fi eld-adjacent) 

• AlleY. croRP- i ng 

• Strig cro QRing 

• Irrigation water management , including: 

o Center pivot, overliead sprinklers, flood, and furrow irrigation w ith runoff reducing 

technology (e.g., so il moisture sensors or evapot ranspira t ion meters) 

o Micro irrigat ion (e.g., abovegrou nd drip tape, drip emitte,rs, or micro sprin klers} 

o Subsurface irrigation 

Mitigation Menu 
Descriptions 

• At the Mitigation Menu website click the 
“Runoff/Erosion Mitigation Measures” link or 

scroll down to find it. 

• The following list are mitigation measures you 
can choose from to achieve the mitigation 

required by the label. 

• Click on the link for the mitigation measure 
you are interested in implementing and you’ll 

be directed to another page with the 
definition and what practices qualify. 

• For this example, we will choose “Contour 
farming”. 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 16 



   

  
  

    
  

  

  

Contour F.armin,g 1(in-field) 

Contour fa rming is t e use ,o,f idges and fu rrows fo med by tillage, planting, and other 

fa rming operations or the establishme t of ,orchard a d othe perennial crop ,ows fo llowing 

t e contour to ,change the di ecti,on of runoff from direct ly downsl.ope to ac oss the slope. 

Th,e disrupti,on of downslope How slows t ,e runoff velocity and allows fo more t ime for 

runoff to infiltrate the fiel,d so ils, thereby reducing runoff. 

Th,e effective ,ess of c,ontour fa rming to reduce ru ,o,ff and eros·on and i crease in filt ration of 

runoff is dependent on severa l fa ctors ind 1di g the amou t of ra infall. the grade and height 

of rows and row ri,dges, the steepness and length of t ,e slope, the crop resid e and surface 

roughness, and the soil hydrol,o,gic group. Coupling the measure w ith other mitigat ion 

measur,es, like reduced t illage, cover crops, and in-field vegetated strips, improve the 

effectiv,en,ess of th is measure. 

If.or annual crops, orchards,, and perennial crops establish and maintain th,e dir,ectio,n ,of 

rows a1sdo,se to the an,gl.e o.fth,e contour as possible. 

Mitigation Menu Descriptions 

Once you click on the 
link, you’ll be directed 
to a new page which 

provides a description 
of the mitigation 
measure you’ve 

selected. 
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Estimated Timeframe for Mitigation Menu 
Website Updates 

• Fall 2024 - Mitigation Menu Website Updates (Version 2.0) 

• Moving forward, transition to pre-announced, regularly 
scheduled updates to facilitate grower planning 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 18 



   

    
  

    

Stay Connected 

Sign up for updates from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's 
Office of Chemical Safety and Pollution Prevention. 

Office of Pollution Prevention and Toxics 

D Chemical Update 

D Pollution Prevention News 

D Green Chemistry 

Office of Pesticide Programs 

D Pesticide Update 

D Integrated Pest Management 

Office of Environmental Education 

G,et p,est icide updates 

by email 

[ Enter ema ii address 

.. 
sign up 

Sign Up for OPP Updates 

Pop window on first 
access –OR – 

Scroll to bottom right 
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Feedback and Questions 

Think of additional feedback 
or questions? 

Please send them to 
pesticidequestions@epa.gov 
by July 8, 2024 
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