
 

 

 
EPA Orders PHRT to Remove Additional Chemicals from the Refinery 

on St. Croix 
 
Contact: Stephen McBay, (212)-637-3672, mcbay.stephen@epa.gov 
 
NEW YORK (August 23, 2024) – Today, the Environmental Protection Agency has issued an 
administrative order on consent to Port Hamilton Refining and Transportation LLLP, under 
which PHRT agrees to safely remove materials and strictly adhere to environmental regulations. 
This order, which follows a detailed inspection process, is part of the EPA’s ongoing 
commitment to protect the environment and public health on St. Croix.  
 
“EPA is upholding environmental laws and protecting people’s health in St. Croix,” said EPA 
Regional Administrator Lisa F. Garcia. “This order on consent is a continuation of EPA’s work 
over the past several years to address risks at this facility that may pose a threat to people and 
the environment. We will work closely with PHRT, and monitor progress, to ensure the 
directives are completed.” 
 
This administrative order on consent is the result of a September 2023 inspection that found 
potential risks associated with the handling of materials not previously removed from the 
facility, including liquified petroleum gas, or LPG, in LPG Units #1 and #2. This order outlines 
specific requirements for PHRT to mitigate these risks and addresses materials identified since 
PHRT removed other materials during the summer of 2023 under a prior order on consent. 
 
Under the order, PHRT is required to: 
 

• Immediately implement safety measures for LPG Units #1 and #2 at the facility, 
including staffing for nightshift walk-downs and bolstering emergency response 
capabilities. 

• Submit a detailed work plan for EPA approval and secure any necessary permits for 
material removal from LPG Units #1 and #2, in compliance with environmental laws. 

• Safely remove materials from LPG Units #1 and #2. 
 

EPA will hold a virtual public meeting on Tuesday, August 27, 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. AST. During the 
meeting, EPA officials will go over the details of the order and answer questions from members 
of the community. Click the link to attend the meeting.  
 

https://www.epa.gov/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fepa&data=05%7C02%7CMcbay.Stephen%40epa.gov%7C7d922737bded45815ca808dc00ae154a%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C638385994886140990%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DvAL6LmexVKtRmNExJrvgwovHnm12pEyu8f%2B%2F%2FQyxUE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FEPA%2F&data=05%7C02%7CMcbay.Stephen%40epa.gov%7C7d922737bded45815ca808dc00ae154a%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C638385994886140990%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NyaAMcMqh2CJDFm3pGD4bVwoqcUWSUQqE8bByUwAtQU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fepagov%2F&data=05%7C02%7CMcbay.Stephen%40epa.gov%7C7d922737bded45815ca808dc00ae154a%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C638385994886140990%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Uij2yGUuITbaVSCnnTe4Hws6m32I4HdXwBmkVLhrSSk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Fus-epa&data=05%7C02%7CMcbay.Stephen%40epa.gov%7C7d922737bded45815ca808dc00ae154a%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C638385994886297249%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TyTuCG9%2F0mNyzzYphaC%2BBntJOtO%2FOzkdv2aZ2OtKoKA%3D&reserved=0
mailto:mcbay.stephen@epa.gov
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2024-08/epas-august-23-2024-caagdc-order-on-consent_0.pdf
https://usepa.zoomgov.com/j/1611061736?pwd=A6kw6WnPCcwPLVLYdJFqMIQnAaFyfF.1


 

 

To provide easy access for the community, EPA has established a toll-free hotline at (866) 462-
4789 and is maintaining regular communication with the community. For additional details on 
the EPA’s initiatives at this refinery, please visit the Refinery on St. Croix webpage. 
 
Follow EPA Region 2 on X and visit our Facebook page. For more information about EPA Region 
2, visit our website.  
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