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Biosolids can work miracles-
Some more than others



Not all biosolids 
products are 
created equal
Una et al., 2022
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If you want a broad 
customer base

First and fundamental 

• Make a product that:
• Looks good

• Smells good

• Works good



Research on product 
development: 

*Forget contaminants
*Focus on petunias



Tagro Mix

Compost

Yard waste 100

Walnut char blend



From Kristen McIvor

Then you have to talk about it in a way that shows that you have pride in product



You have to identify others with common 
interests



From Kristen McIvor
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Tagro,Tacoma

• Map of community gardens in 
Harvest Pierce County program

• Mean # of plots per garden=25

• Each garden gets Tagro delivered

• 80 gardens x 25 plots = 2000 
customers



Tagro RAN OUT in 2018 and 2020
Costs are < $25 per wet ton



How Loop is used
Urban 

Gardening

Land 

ReclamationAgriculture Forestry

GroCo Compost made with Loop

65% 35%

King County, Class B
Loop biosolids

Costs > $200 per wet ton



Following in Ryans’ footsteps

• Anna Beebe developed 
compost blends with different 
feedstocks for King County 
biosolids

• They will be making a 
compost product and wanted 
to test for optimal blends



Top: Tagro, Urban 1, Urban 2, Forest H+BC, Forest H

Bottom: Forest L, Groco, Control+Fert, Control



https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20220830-the-new-science-of-recycling-human-poo

Is it only Tacoma?

DC Water recently 
changed their treatment 
process and has a Class A 
biosolids product as a 
result
They followed the lead of 
Tacoma and King County 
for branding and 
outreach







They also invested in research









Urban uses

• Vastly expands your customer 
base

• Buys you resilience and 
advocates within your district

• Saves your utility money


